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MU snap up
Valdes

AFP, London

Manchester United signed
former Barcelona goal-
keeper Victor Valdes on an
18-month contract on
Thursday:.

Valdes left Barcelona,
where he had spent his entire
career, at the end of last
season and has been training
with United since October as
he recovers from an anterior
cruciate ligament injury
suffered last March.

The deal, which includes
an option to extend Valdes'
stay at Old Trafford for an
extra year, reunites the 32-
year-old with Louis van
Gaal, United's Dutch man-
ager, who gave the Spaniard
his debut during his second
spell as coach of Barcelona.

"It is a real honour to
sign for Manchester
United," Valdes told
United's official website.

"I would like to thank
Louis van Gaal and the
club for allowing me to do
my rehabilitation and to
train with the team.

"From my short time
here I can already see this is
a very special club.

"I worked with Louis
van Gaal during my time at
FC Barcelona and to have
the opportunity to work
with him here at
Manchester United is a
dream come true."

Valdes won six league
titles, three Champions
Leagues and two Copa del
Rey crowns during his time
at Barcelona, while he was
a member of the Spain
squad that won the World
Cup in 2010 and the 2012
European Championship.
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Chelsea cool
Messi talk

AFP, London

| Chelsea assistant manager Steve Holland on
| Friday distanced the Premier League giants

BARCLAYS ‘{.-. from a move for Barcelona's Argentina star

EREm =/ Lionel Messi.

The Stamford Bridge club have been
lmked with an approach for Messi whose future in Spain
has been thrown into doubt because of a breakdown in
relations with Barca coach Luis Enrique.

The four-times world player of the year has a £200 mil-
lion ($302m) buy-out clause in his contract with the La Liga
club.

But his wage demands mean that any move for the player
would require a total outlay of around £500 million
($756m).

Chelsea are one of the few clubs believed to have the
resources to fund a deal of that size, but Holland believes
Financial Fair Play regulations would prohibit a move.

And Holland insists Blues manager Jose Mourinho has
no intention of making changes to his playing squad during
the current transfer window.

Mourinho did not attend Friday's routine press confer-
ence after being charged with misconduct by the Football
Association.

And Holland said: "With Financial Fair Play, many play-
ers have been sold to balance the books. That has been the
case in the last 12 months.

"But when you see the numbers that have been men-
tioned around the Messi deal I would think it looks impos-
sible under Financial Fair Play.”

He added: "I think he has made it clear in this window
nobody leaves, nobody goes.

"I recall he said a similar thing at this time last year and a
few things happened that meant we had to be reactive.
Manchester United made a huge offer for Juan Mata and
there was an offer for Kevin De Bruyne.

"Jose was happy to keep them. But sometimes you have
to react. But the hope and expectation is that nobody comes
or leaves."

Mourinho will take charge of his side against Newcastle
this weekend, 48 hours after being hit with a FA misconduct
charge for comments he made in the wake of his side's draw
at Southampton.

The Chelsea manager condemned referee Anthony
Taylor's display after midfielder Cesc Fabregas was booked
for diving when television replays showed the player was
fouled inside the Southampton penalty area.
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Rooney voted
England's best

AFP, London

England captain Wayne
Rooney has been voted his
national team's player of
the year for 2014 after
topping a supporters’ poll.

Although he failed to
inspire England to success
at the World Cup, it was
still a memorable 12
months for the Manchester
United striker.

The 29-year-old scored
eight goals in 13 appear-
ances and was named
England skipper following
Steven Gerrard's retirement
from international football.

Rooney also moved to
within three goals of Bobby
Charlton's all-time scoring
record.

Rooney took 27 per cent
of the votes from an online
poll of supporters club
members, more than sec-
ond-placed Danny Welbeck
(11 per cent) and third-
placed Raheem Sterling
(seven per cent) combined.

"I'm both very happy
and proud to be named the
England fans' player of the
year," Rooney told the
Football Association's
website after winning the
award for the third time.

"The fact that this award
is chosen by the fans makes
it even more special, so |
would like to thank all
those who voted.

"I would also like to
thank all the England fans
for their support through-
out what was a mixed year.

"Receiving an honour
such as this from the fans is
always something that fills
you with personal pride.”
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Major General Mizanur Rahman Khan, vice-president, Kurmitola Golf Club inaugurates the prestigious Aga Khan Gold

Cup with other high officials of the club and members of the Aga Khan community yesterday.
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Barcelona striker Luis Suarez is ecstatic after his goal against Eiche during their Copa del

Rey encounter at the Nou Camp on Thursday.

Barca destroy Elche

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona eased their crisis
ridden week with a compre-
hensive 5-0 thrashing of
Elche to all but seal their
place in the quarterfinals of
the Copa del Rey.

Despite the speculation surrounding his
future in recent days, Lionel Messi captained
the side on his return to the starting line-up
and scored from the penalty spot after goals
from Neymar and Luis Suarez had already
put the hosts in command.

Jordi Alba added a fourth after the break
before Neymar rounded off the scoring in
style with a powerful drive from 20 yards out.

Barring a meltdown in the return leg on
January 15, Barca will face the winners of
the tie between Atletico Madrid and Real
Madrid in the last eight.

Messi and Neymar were among eight
changes made by under fire coach Luis
Enrique from the side that lost 1-0 at Real
Sociedad on Sunday.

The two South American stars looked
keen to make a point to their boss from the
off and Neymar was unlucky to see a penalty
appeal turned away 10 minutes in when he
was bumped to the ground by Damien
Suarez.,

Dani Alves was then inches away from a
spectacular opener as he returned a punch
from Elche 'keeper Przemyslaw Tyton back
towards goal from 30 yards out, but the ball

flew just wide.

Neymar also came close when he lifted a
wondertful pass by Messi over the onrushing
Tyton only to see the ball fly also just
beyond the far post.

However, Barca finally made the break-
through 11 minutes before half-time when
an enticing low cross by Suarez was
smashed home at the far postby Neymar.

The Uruguayan found the net himself
moments later with a brilliant individual
effort as he rolled his marker before cutting
inside and fooling Tyton with a near post
finish.

Messi's name was chanted regularly by
the sparse Camp Nou crowd in a sign of
support after a difficult few days forall those
at the club, and he added his name to the
scoresheet from the spot after Neymar had
been upended by Enzo Roco.

The one way traffic continued after the
break as another sumptuous pass from
Messi freed Alba inside the area to fire low
past Tyton to make it 4-0.

Yet, the best was still to come from
Enrique's men when Neymar cut inside
onto his favoured right foot and thumped
home his second of the night off the under-
side of the bar from 20 yards.

The Brazilian was denied the chance to
grab his second hat-trick of the season,
though, as he was replaced by Pedro
Rodriguez with 23 minutes remaining after
suffering another heavy challenge from
Suarez.,
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WI secure
tense win

AFP, Cape Town

West Indies defeated South
Africa by four wickets in the
opening Twenty20 interna-
tional at Newlands on
Friday with opener Chris
Gayle hitting the fastest ever
half century by a West
Indian in the format.

South Africa made 165
for four after winning the
toss and deciding to bat with
Rilee Rossouw unbeaten on
51, made off 40 balls with
five fours.

Gayle then blasted 77 off
31 balls as West Indies
reached their target with
four balls to spare.

SCORES IN BRIEF

SA: 165 for4 in 20 overs ( du
Plessis 38, Rossouw 51 not
out, Miller 24; Cottrell 2-33,
Holder 1-20)

WI: 168 forsix in 19.2 overs
(Gayle 77, Samuels 41,
Smith 20; Tahir 3-28,
Parnell 2-39)

Result: West Indies won by 4
wickets,

Man of the Match:
Gayle

Chris

Aussies thrash
Kuwait

AFP, Melbourne
Qe Hosts Australia showed impressive firepower
; to beat Kuwait 4-1 in their Asian Cup opener
\ﬂ'ﬂ" on Friday after talisman Tim Cahill kick-
AFC started them following an early scare.

ASIAN CUP
Awstralia 2015

Massimo Luongo, Mile Jedinak and James
Troisi were also on target for the Socceroos, who
could have scored six or seven and were serenaded with a
chorus of "Oles" by a sell-out crowd of 30,000 in Melbourne.

Kuwait had stunned Australia with a goal from Hussain
Fadhel after just eight minutes, the big defender stooping to
head in a corner and silence the home fans.

But Cahill relieved the tension on a wet and chilly eve-

XPERIA™

ning by slamming home the equaliser in the 33rd minute
after smart work down the right from Luongo.

Luongo put Australia in front moments before half-time
with a superb header to give the home side a huge boost
goinginto the break.

Skipper Jedinak stroked home a penalty in the 62nd min-
ute, giving the Socceroos a two-goal cushion as they contin-
ued to press, playing with a verve that was sorely missing as
they managed just a single win in 11 matches last year.

Troisi poked home a fourth in stoppage time to cap a
dominating performance by Ange Postecoglou's side.

Cahill almost grabbed a second, torcing a superb save
from Hameed Youssef on the hour-mark, before Mathew
Leckie smashed a left-foot shot against the underside of the
bar as the floodgates threatened to open.

The former Everton forward, who has now scored 38
times in 78 internationals, added: "It's always special. 1
always talk to the boys about taking the opportunities and
savoring them. I'm 35 but I feel great. When you play for
your country, you've got to give iteverything."

Substitute Nathan Burns also rattled the crossbar with a
diving header as the Socceroos began to turn on the style
against Kuwait, who had beaten them in five of their previ-
ous 10 meetings.

Australia, runners-up to Japan four years ago, are also
drawn alongside Oman and 2002 World Cup semifinalists
South Korea in Group A as they bid to win their first Asian
Cup with a new-look side, after golden generation failed to
win a majortitle,

Start from TK. 9,900

Purchase
with
Purchase
Offer

= 30% Discount on 3D Blu-ray
Home Theatre with 3D
BRAVIA TV

20% Discount on Xperia
with BRAVIATV

= 40% Discount on Micro Hi-Fi

01712095267, MNatore:

62189, Naogaon:

Exclusive

Premium
Gifts

= 4K upsclling Blu-ray Player/
Xpera E1 Dual/ USB Pen

Drlvef Eluhndl'l Headphone/

INTERCHANGEABLE
LENS CAMERA

( 7"6__ J

Start from TK. 49,900

015041616, Ishwardi:

Available at all Outlets of

Sonartori Tower : 9663556, Shimanto Square (Old Rifles Square] : 9650901, Airport Road : 8124986, 01727083909, Farmgate: 9139200, Sony Center Bashundhara City : 9144664, Sony Mobile Store: 9114373-4. PaltonMor : 9555519, 9563433, Stadium-1: 9555594, Stadium-2 : 9552376,
Stadium-3 : 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870, 01732350232, Lalmatia : 9118328, Mohammadpur : 8144892, Sony Center, Gulshan-1: 9883344, 9883355 Guishan-2 : 01971485695, 9880516, Uttara : 7911637, Lalbag : 8629567, Laxmibazar: 9578929, Bashabo : 7252018, Badda (Holland Centre ):
9850545, Mirpur-1: 9010878, Mirpur-10 : 9005843, Ibrahimpur : 9872098, Shewrapara : 9015324, Dholairpar : 7443236, Jinjira : 7772026, Savar : 7742831, Narayangonj : 7632704, Jumuna Future Park (IFP) : 01817067202; Norshingdi: 63086, Gazipur : 01816814239, Gazipur Chowrasta :
9262381, 01912998822, Maowna: 0TTINBTIT, Mymensingh: 01712969980, Jamalpur: 01710310598, Kishoregon|: 0942-55540, 01714325354, Sirajgonj: 075165044, Comilla ; 08166567, Laksham: 0803251184, Maijdee: 032163467, Chittagong Wasa Corner : 031611334, Agrabad: 031712810,
Halishahar ; 031710995, Feni: 61147, Feni-2 ; 01711235174, Cox' Bazar: 034151130, Chawlk Bazar : 0312553774, Khagrachari: 037162429, Bandarban; 036162164, Rajshahi : 774675, 775864, Khulna ; 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, Jessore-2: 62154, 01712664041, Kushtia ; 63121, 01110747889,
Chowmuhoni : 52007, Barishal : 64062, Kalitala, Bogra : 01818305105, NababbariBogra: 51444, 60066, 0118942733, Sylhet : TI0TM, 725355, Moulabhi Bazar : 53707, Hobigon|: 62289, Narail: 62126, 01913-250752, Shatkhira: 62424, Magura: 62597, 0116436680, Chapainababgon|:

63057, Pabna: 01199380344, Dinajpur 61087, Faridpur :

Latest
Products

4K BRAVIA (65", 55", 497)

Xtra Protection TV (32", 407)

Xperna T3, Z3 & 73 Compact

Alpha DSLR Camera ILCE-3500)
b Action Cam HDR-AS20

Portable Charger, 1TTB HDD

Start from Tk. 27,900
ERAVIA

WIRELESS SPEAKER,
PORTABLE HDD & PEN
DRIVE

S

Xtra base Headphones

HOME AUDIO VIDEO

ACTION CAM
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49" 4K TV @ TK. 299,000
32" Xtra Protection TV

@TK. 36,900

Xperia C3 Dual @ TK. 25,900

CYBER-SHOT

Start from TK. 9,990 Start from

SONY

51813, Brahmanbaria: 52799, O0171T105838. Ramgonj:

HANDYCAM

012268370, Chuadanga: 62131,

Start from TK. 19,900

For regular update & attractive offer

New Year
& DITF 2015
Promotion

Starting on 15 Dec 2014
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Follow & Like us on:

R ANGS.,

Rangpur: 0521-62141,

facebook.com/sonyrangsbd
web: www.rangs.org
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