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PARIS TERROR

ATTACK

Majority of Germans
see Islam as threat

AFP, Berlin

A large and growing major-
ity of Germans believe
Islam does not belong in
the Western world and
more than half see it as a
threat, a poll published
yesterday showed. In a
survey conducted in
November, before
Wednesday's massacre by
[slamist gunmen at a
French satirical paper or
widespread media coverage
of a new German anti-
migrant movement, 61
percent of non-Muslim
Germans said Islam had no
place in the West.

Who are the killers?

AFP, Paris

Cherif Kouachi, the 32-
year-old hunted along with
his older brother Said for
the attack on satirical
weekly Charlie Hebdo is a
jihadist who has been well-
known to anti-terror police
for many years. Cherif, who
was born on November 28,
1982 in Paris not far from
where the attack took place,

had already been jailed in
2008 for his role in sending
fighters to Iraq. Two years
later, his name was cited in
a police report related to
the attempted prison
escape of Smain Ait Ali
Belkacem, .who was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
in 2002 for a bombing at
the Musee D'Orsay rail
station in Paris in October
1995 that left 30 injured.
His brother Said was born
on September 7, 1980, also
in Paris. His photo shows
him with brown eyes,
lightly bearded with short
brown hair. Their presumed
accomplice, who handed
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From top left, Standing in support of the freedom of the press, these protesters hold an illuminated sign at a gathering in the centre of Paris; People hold pencils

during a minute of silence in front of the French Embassy in Copenhagen; An Indian artist is pictured with his sand sculpture, in tribute to those who lost their

lives in the attack by gunmen on French satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo in Paris, at Golden Sea Beach in Puri, yesterday.

Leave coal, oil in ground
for climate's sake: Study

AFP, Paris

The Middle East must leave 40 percent of its
oil reserves in the ground, and China, the
US and Russia most of their coal if global
warming is to be curbed, researchers said
Wednesday.

Globally, a third of oil, half of gas and
over 80 percent of coal
reserves must be left
untouched until 2050,
according to a novel break-
down of "unburnable”
fossil-fuel stocks published
in the journal Nature.

This is the sole way to
meet the UN target of limit-
ing warming to 2.0 degrees
Celsius over pre-Industrial
Revolution levels, said co-
author Christophe McGlade of University
College London.

But global fossil fuel reserves, on current
estimates, would emit three times this total
if used, said the study.

UN members are negotiating a global
carbon-cutting climate pact to be signed in
Paris in December.

At current rates, emissions are steering
the world towards potentially catastrophic
warming of 4 C or more,
scientists say.

Under this scenario, the
Middle East has over half the
world's "unburnable" oil.
The other big producers also
have to make serious contri-
butions.

Countries with large
stocks of coal, including
developing nations that rely
heavily on the resource to
fuel their fast growth, also face challenges.

China and India would have to leave

himself into police in north-
eastern France was identified
as Mourad Hamyd, the 18-
year-old step-brother of
Cherif Kouachi.

The UN's Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change estimates that for a good
chance of meeting the target, further emis-
sions of Earth-warming greenhouse gases
must be limited to about 1,000 billion
tonnes (gigatonnes).

nearly 70 percent of their reserves under a
scenario with CCS, and Africa almost 90
percent, according to the findings.

Among developed nations, Europe
would have to leave 78 percent of its coal
and the United States 92 percent.

AFP, Beirut

A group monitoring Syria's war said
Thursday that it had recorded no
deaths in the conflict for the first time
in three years as a rare snowstorm
forced a halt to fighting.

"We did not document any new
killings on Wednesday," Rami Abdel
Rahman, the head of the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,
told AFP.

"While humanitarian needs soared,
the snowstorm protected Syrians from
battles, gunfire, shelling, rocket fire
and air strikes, " he said.

Other activist networks also
reported no deaths on Wednesday.

The storm hit Syria and other parts
of the Middle East on Wednesday,
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leaving much of the country including
Damascus blanketed in snow and
causing fuel and electricity shortages.

Fighting and shelling resumed on
Thursday as the weather improved,
said the Observatory, which relies on a
wide network of sources inside Syria to
monitor the conflict.

Syria's civil war has killed more than
200,000 people since breaking out in
March 2011 as a peaceful uprising
against President Bashar al-Assad that
evolved into an armed conflict.

In December alone, at least 4,358
people were killed in the war, the
Observatory said.

Meanwhile, the number of Syrian
refugees grew by 704,000 in the first six
months of last year and they are now
the largest group under the UN refugee

Nature halts
s Syria war

The war-ravaged Country
observes its first death -less
s day in three years

agency's mandate, a United Nations
report said Wednesday.

The UNHCR also forecast that the
number of Syrian refugees could shoot
up to 4.27 million by December from the
current figure of more than three million.

The mid-year review came as the
head of the UN refugee agency warned
of the worst displacement problem in
seven decades.

The report said Syrians had for the
first time become the largest refugee
population under its mandate, over-
taking Afghans who had held that
position for more than 30 years.

The UNHCR ranking however does
not include Palestinians, who are
covered by another UN agency. There
are an estimated five million
Palestinian refugees around the world.
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For appointment call :

Call 98307 51420

Digestive Surgery Clinic

Belle Vue Clinic, 9, Loudon Street, Kolkata-700 017
Call: 98307 51420 /98300 06067 E-Mail: docsarfarazbaig@yahoo.co.in
Website : www.digestivesurgeryclinic.com
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Dr. Sarfaraz Baig will be available in
Dhaka from 28th to 30th January 2015.
He will be hosting a Public Awareness
program on Obesity and Diabetes on
29th January.

PHOTO:
AFP, AP

'‘Dangerous moment' for Europe

Experts say killings would strengthen Islamophobia, anti-immigrant sentiments

NEW YORK TIMES ONLINE

The sophisticated, military-style strike on Wednesday on a
French newspaper known for satirizing Islam staggered a
continent already seething with anti-immigrant sentiments
in some quarters, feeding far-right
nationalist parties like France's
National Front.

"This is a dangerous moment for
European societies," said Peter
Neumann, director of the International
Center for the Study of Radicalization at
King's College London. "With increas-
ing radicalisation among supporters of
jihadist organizations and the white
working class increasingly feeling disen-
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fuel greater anti-immigrant sentiment. "We are told Islam is
for God, for peace,” he said. "But when you see this other
Islam, with the jihadists, | don't see peace, | see hatred. So
people can't tell which is the real Islam."

The newspaper, Charlie Hebdo, in its
raucous, vulgar and sometimes com-
mercially driven effort to offend every
Islamic piety, including the figure of the
Prophet Muhammad, became a symbol
of an aggressive French secularism that
saw its truest enemy in the rise of con-
servative Islam in France, which is esti-
mated to have the largest Muslim popu-
lation in Europe.

The attack left some Muslims fearing
a backlash. "Some people when they
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franchised and uncoupled from elites,
things are coming to a head."”

Olivier Roy, a French scholar of Islam
and radicalism, called the Paris assault —
the most deadly terrorist attack on French
soil since the Algerian war ended in the
early 1960s — "a quantitative and there-
fore qualitative turning point,” noting
the target and the number of victims.

think terrorism, think Muslims," said
Arnaud N'Goma, 26, as he took a ciga-
rette break outside the bank where he
works.

Samir Elatrassi, 27, concurred, saying
that "Islamophobia is going to increase
more and more."

"When some people see these kinds

of terrorists, they conflate them with

"This was a maximum-impact attack, " he
said. "They did this to shock the public,
and in that sense they succeeded.”

Anti-immigrant attitudes have been on the rise in recent
years in Europe, propelled in part by a moribund economy
and high unemployment, as well as increasing immigration
and more porous borders. The growing resentments have
lifted the fortunes of established parties like the UK
Independence Party in Britain and the National Front, as
well as lesser-known groups like Patriotic Europeans
Against Islamization of the West, which assembled 18,000
marchers in Dresden, Germany, on Monday.

In Sweden, where there have been three recent attacks on
mosques, the anti-immigrant, anti-Islamist Sweden
Democrats Party has been getting about 15 percent support
in recent public opinion polls.

Paris was traumatized by the attack, with widespread fears
of another. "We feel less and less safe,” said Didier Cantat, 34,
standing outside the police barriers at the scene. "If it hap-
pened today, it will happen again, maybe even worse."

Cantat spoke for many when he said the attacks could

other Muslims," he said. "And it's the
extreme right that's going to benefit
from this."

"Large parts of the European public are latently anti-
Muslim, and increasing mobilization of these forces is now
reaching into the center of society,” Neumann said. "If we
see more of these incidents, and I think we will, we will see a
further polarization of these European societies in the years
to come.”

Those who will suffer the most from such a backlash, he
said, are the Muslim populations of Europe, "the ordinary
normal Muslims who are trying to live their lives in
Europe.”

The deadly attack on France's Charlie Hebdo magazine
has confirmed the West's worst fears that militants will act
on jihadist threats to target Western countries fighting
Islamic extremism.

The brazen targeting of a media outlet that sparked wide-
spread Muslim outrage with cartoons of the Prophet
Mohammed is also a powerful propaganda weapon and
potential recruiting tool, analysts say.
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Egypt's Sisi
urges reform
in Islam

AP, Cairo

Egypt's president opened the
new year with a dramatic call
for a "revolution” in Islam to
reform interpretations of the
faith entrenched for hun-
dreds of years, which he said
have made the Muslim
world a source of "destruc-
tion" and pitted it against the
rest of the world.

The speech was Abdel-
Fattah el-Sissi's boldest
effort yet to position him-
self as a moderniser of
Islam. His professed goal
is to purge the religion of -
extremist ideas of intoler- -
ance and violence that fuel
groups like Al-Qaeda and
the Islamic State - and that
appear to have motivated
Wednesday's attack in
Paris on a French satirical
newspaper that killed 12
people.

In his Jan 1 speech at al-
Azhar addressing Muslim
clerics el-Sissi called on
them to promote a reading
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of Islamic texts in a "truly g;"-&%
enlightened"” manner to _*

reconsider concepts "that
have been made sacred
over hundreds of years."
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The training course is designed to capacitate existing and potential Effluent Treatment Plant
Managers. Course Participants will learn the fundamentals of design and operation of

wastewater treatment plant. The participants will also learn about Environmental
Management System (ISO 14001), and Occupational Health and Safety issues (OHSAS 18001).
Hands-on training will be offered for all aspects of the above mentions topics.

. Admission Info & Entry Requirements

Application Deadline: Classes Start: ’l-\_
22 January, 2015 6 February, 2015 DWA .~

North South University

Bashundhara, Dhaka - 1229. Phone: 55668200 (ext. 2059)
Email: env@northsouth.edu

Diploma program on

MANAGEMENT
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The first private university of Bangladesh

Web: www.northsouth.edu




