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'‘Doctor Strange’

Director Shares
Benedict Cumberbatch
Fan Art

He has

yet to be
introduced
on screen
but one
future mem-
ber of The

work and his life.

AVEREErs | SINCE WHEN WERE
1;%?[“{1"‘[13 gfi‘['[lﬂg YOU INTERESTED IN
excited about FILMMAKING?

1s Doctor

Strange, the

sorcerer

supreme. After

years of hearing

about interest in the character and
project from Marvel executives, the
master of mysticism promises to
open the Marvel Cinematic
LIniverse to quantum mechanics,
string theory, parallel dimensions
in November 2016. Much like
Guardians of the Galaxy blew open
the cosmic side of the MCl,
Doctor Strange will do the same
with magic, and playing the bril-
liant neurosurgeon will be Benedict
Cumberbatch. By now, you may
have seen loads of fan-art of
Cumberbatch as Stephen Strange
or perhaps of other rumored actors
in the part — robes, facial hair and
all - but now we have our first sort
of tease of Benedict's Marvel look
from the film's director, Scott
Derrickson.

Well, I never wanted to

become a filmmaker. I started

by making a music video last
year. I believed that I needed to
establish a certain style for myself
which [ wanted to see, a type of visual
style, our country's style with a global
point of view. This style was inspired
from the things I see around me every
day, you see, what I wanted to do was
take aspects of Bangladesh, things that
we as a people can be proud of and
show it to the outside world.

YOU'RE NOT A FILMMAKER,
HOW DID YOU COME
ACROSS THE PROJECT?

Through a reference, basically, I made
the script with them. They wanted a big
documentary, but then the question
was raised, if this would be shown at
the Classical Music Fest, then people
will not want to invest so much time
into a 10 minute long documentary.
So we proposed, since Bengal's work is
so diversified, it'll be hard to jam it
into 10 minutes. We instead decided to
highlight the organization's spirit.
That's when we came up with such
abstract script dealing with creativity
and without dialogues.

IS THE SCRIPT YOURS, OR

DID BENGAL ASK YOU TO
MAKE ONE?

Not really. They asked me to make a
documentary, but I suggested that we
instead make a thematic short film. I
made the film and first showed it to
Zenath apa and Luba apa who
approved, then the chairman saw it.

DID YOU PICK THE MUSIC?

Yes, I picked the song when I visualized
the script. The intention was to bring
the abstract imagery to life with the
song. But later when I described the
visuals to Bengal, they were confident
that I would do a good job and handed
me the project.

WHERE DID YOU SHOOT
AND HOW LONG DID IT
TAKE?

[t took me 6-7 days to shoot. We
filmed at Cholon Bil, near Pabna's
northern side, starting from Sirajganj.
[t took us about 20-25 days to find the
perfect banyan tree all over
Bangladesh. Another reason behind us
picking the place was the fact that, land
and water in the area is always overlap-
ping, something we don't see every day.
[ felt the location was a perfect exam-
ple of Bangladesh's essence.

HOW WAS THE FEEDBACK?

Overwhelmingly positive! [ mean, it
created an emotion in the audience,

Anam Biswas's creativity has been quite long standing, as can be
understood by his work in various leading advertising firms across the
country. He always thought about scripts but with his work with the
Bengal Foundation, he has finally been able to show his true colours.
Star Showbiz sits down with him today to find out more about his

something that I wanted to happen.
This was mainly because there were no
dialogues but just abstract images and
beautiful music, something that came
together brilliantly and made the audi-
ence feel connected.

SO, WHAT DO YOU WANT
TO CONTINUE AS, A
FILMMAKER, AN AD MAKER,
A MUSICIAN?

What I want now 1s to implement my
philosophy, I want to feel proud as a
Bangladeshi, I want to define my exis-
tence as a Bangladeshi, through just
about anything, film, music, text, any-
thing! But I do plan to focus on full-
length feature films a year or two from
now

ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE
TO SHARE?

Another thing [ want to share, 1s about
the vagueness in the video, it isn't as
simple as A for apple, I just want to
explain the thought process behind it.
Let's start with our land, it's something
that triggers our people and makes
them give back in the form of art (film,
music, literature). The tree on the other
hand, is the observer and protector of
the land's creativity, much like Bengal.
Apart from this, the song was picked
based on the creativity of the sub-
continent region, that unlike art from



