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S LOOKING FOR WRITERS!

Do you have a flair for writing and are you interested in the world
of showbiz in Bangladesh?

Do you wish to work for the highest circulated English newspaper
of the country?

Are you able to work under pressure and meet deadlines?
If yes, then we could be looking for you!

Star Showbiz is looking to recruit a few regular contributors

and a full-time writer.

INTERESTED?

Please send (i) your resume and a (ii) 600-word writing sample (on a topic
relevant to show business) to

showbiz.tds@gmail.com by 20th January 2015.

Could Idris Elba

really be the next
James Bona

The latest leak from the Sony Entertainment hack
has revealed Idris Elba, star of The Wire, Luther, and
Mandela, is one executive's favorite to replace
Daniel Craig as James Bond sometime in the future.
Elba had already expressed his desire to play the
suave, shaken-not-stirred character in a recent
Reddit AMA session. When asked, "If it were offered
to you, would you be the next James Bond?" Elba
replied, "Yes, if it was offered to me, absolutely.”
According to The Daily Beast, it appears Sony execu-
tive Amy Pascal is as equally enthusiastic about the
idea. In yet another leaked Sony email, Pascal sent a

'1';'}_ memo to Elizabeth Cantillon, former executive vice

~ president of production for Columbia Pictures, the
- company which distributes the Bond films, on
January 4, 2014, which simply
stated, “Idris should be the next
bond.” After Daniel Craig, do
you think Idris Elba has
what it takes to step into
the shoes of the sleekest

womanizing secret agent
of the world?
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Over the

We always feel the swiftness of
time when we stand on New
Years' Eve. But in this last year,
when I look back, I feel very
proud at how far Showbiz has
come along and how much it
has matured. Each and every
praise and criticism has helped
guide us towards betterment.
Many wondered whether the
Bangladeshi media could ever
be portrayed as glamorously as
it's being done overseas, but
through Star Showbiz, we aim
to show that it can. We are all
aware about the crises in the
media, but we can also see the
scenario developing. I hope, by
the end of this year, when I sum
up my thoughts again, the cur-
rent crop of trouble is taken
care of and we have something
new to look forward to.

Media in Bangladesh is now
in a bit of a rut. You may say
that I am being unfair, but let
me ask you this; how many
households do you know that
still watch Bangladeshi TV
Dramas? The answer will shock
you. The majority of our own
countrymen now tune in to
Indian channels for their enter-
tainment. And why not? They
stay up to date on what their
viewers want and they don't
flood a 30 min program with
20 min of advertisements. The
film industry is already down
and struggling to get up. If due
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attention isn't provided, the TV
media scenario will also mimic
that of our film industry and
that's a stage I hope it never
reaches. Why is the situation so
bad? I know of it, the audience
knows of it, most of the artists
in the industry know of it. Why
not the owner of the TV chan-
nels themselves? Bangladeshi
television has a glorious history
created by BTV. So in a way,
when it celebrated its 50th
Anniversary in 2014, there was
a lot to commend them for. But
there is a lot wrong with BTV
now as well. The quality of
programs they used to be able
to produce and where they
stood in comparison to modern
demand is no longer a reality.
Sure you can blame this lack of
quality down to the fact that its
government controlled. But
what about the large number of
private TV channels? What's
their excuse? It's high time we
realize that the duty to improve

our content lies with all of us;
people inside and outside the
media. And I refuse to accept
things like that lack of creative
or knowledgeable people in
this country because that's just
hogwash. I believe that the
younger generation has the
potential to take our industry to
a whole new level, but maybe
they aren't getting the exposure
or supporting infrastructure
that they need. We need to
organize a solution to fix this
situation. We at Star Showbiz
plan to extend our support to
television in months to come
through reviews and discus-
sions so that the best programs
come to light. Hopefully we
will be able to create a platform
of recognition of not only the
artists we see on screen, but the
hardworking men and women
behind the scenes.

In this spirit of improve-
ment, | reach out to the readers
of Star Showbiz and ask them
to help us improve even further
because we do believe in con-
structive criticism leading to
growth. Send us your thoughts
over email and Facebook; tell
us what you are watching, what
you are enjoying or not enjoy-
ing. Thank you for staying with
us. Happy New Year once
again!
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By Rafi Hossain



