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Somewhere someone

SHAHNOOR WAHID

T is a case of abject inefficiency.

The conspicuous failure in

deploying and coordinating a
skilled rescue operation team with
appropriate equipment to pull out
little Jihad alive from the Wasa
water pump hole should have

device. It is evident now that had
the amateurs been given the
responsibility five hours before
they might have rescued the boy
alive. It was indeed a slap in the
face for our civil defence bigwigs
who take home fat salary and
perks end of every month but
cannot even rescue alive a little
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prompted some bosses in the Fire

Brigade, the police, and the

ministries concerned to tender
their resignation. In fact, they

should have hastened their

submission of resignation letter

when some amateur rescuers

could finally lift up the child's
lifeless body with a home-made

boy from a hole in the ground.
This undoubtedly leaves a gaping
hole in the state of things in these
departments.

The entire painful drama was a
fiasco of crudest proportion that
has numbed the nation. The
responsible authorities have com-
mitted a series of faux pas right

should resign

from the beginning. Firstly, they
did not go to the spot with a pow-
erful camera and light to locate
the trapped boy. Secondly, they
could drop one or two thick ropes
and guide the boy to grab and
hold on to it so they could pull
him up. Thirdly, along with oxy-
gen they should have sent in mod-
erate hot air with blowers as it
must have been very cold down
there for the almost naked boy,
which was sapping his strength.
Fourthly, there was veritable lack
of discipline and coordination
among the civil defence people at
the site. There was apparently no
chain of command on the ground.
All these observations are of
course from a lay man's point of
view as we are at a loss at the level
of chaos that prevailed all along at
the site.

Talking of resignation by
responsible people in such cases,
there are hundreds of examples to
learn from. In all civilised coun-
tries people at the helm take the
blame of a man-made disaster in
areas under their watch and
resign. Ministers in various coun-
tries have resigned following train
accidents or ship capsizing. There
is no such example in Bangladesh.
No one tendered resignation after
the collapse of the Rana Plaza in
Savar that killed over one thou-
sand people or the devastating fire
in a garment factory that killed
hundreds. No high-up volun-
teered to resign when the cargo
carrying crude oil went down in a
river near the Sundarbans. There
have been many other incidents in

the past following which ministers
or responsible officials should
have resigned. But they did not.
There was an opportunity yester-
day for the bigwigs to set an exam-
ple. But they could not do it.
Nothing can really provoke them
to take the blame on themselves
and resign.

Rescuing trapped children from
such narrow and deep holes is not
rocket science. It is indeed down
to earth business. Careful strategy
and prompt action are the two
things required, which only well-
trained professionals can under-
take. To be very frank, there is no
room for amateur people to play
any part in such operations. We
have read hundreds of stories and
seen many videos of such rescue
operations undertaken success-
fully by specially trained teams in
various countries.

Now the question is, do we
have such people with proper
training and logistics to go into
action immediately when disas-
ter strikes? From what we have
seen we are not convinced at all.
One wonders what kind of train-
ing and regular drills the Fire
Brigade people and those work-
ing under the ministry of disas-
ter management go through. The
cold realisation comes up, what
will happen if a big earthquake
hits the city and we have hun-
dreds of collapsed buildings all
around?

The writer is Special Supplement Editor;
The Daily Star.

ZEENAT KHAN

ALMA Sobhan, a pioneer of human

rights activism in Bangladesh,
passed away on December 29,
2003. On this day;, it is vital that we do
remember her, pray for her, and pay our
respect to her -- while we reflect on the
social changes that she had brought
through her activism.

Salma Sobhan came from a prominent
family in Pakistan. She was a graduate of
Westonbirt School in England. She stud-
ied law at Girton College in Cambridge.
In 1959, she was called to the Bar and at
age 21she became the first woman barris-
ter in Pakistan.

I got a glimpse of younger Salma
Sobhan from a letter that her maternal
uncle Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy wrote
to her from jail before her marriage, in
which he described her as someone who
was “preternaturally transcendentally
intelligent.”

Suhrawardy’s elegant letter gave me an
insight into Salma Sobhan's personality.
He called her a "humble little creature'
who dreaded to hurt people. In the letter,
he praised her humility and felt that she
would be able to reach out to people and
live an exemplary life.

Salma Sobhan started her teaching
career at Dhaka University at age 25. She
taught jurisprudence, a tough aspect of
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If you want to know what a
man's like, take a good look
at how he treats his inferiors,
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law. Her students remember her fondly.
After her death, one former student wrote
in a eulogy about a conversation that she
had with her professor. Salma Sobhan
had confided that she regretted living
abroad for years. As a result, she felt she
had a late start in doing important work.

Because of her sobriety and serious-
ness, she was well-liked and respected by
her students. She often encouraged her
female students to undertake activism.
She counseled them on how to fight for
their place in our patriarchal society.

Salma Sobhan worked at Bangladesh
Institute of Law and International Affairs
till 1988. She served as editor of Supreme
Court Law Reports for several years. In
1986 she co-founded the Human Rights
organization, Ain O Salish Kendro (ASK)
and served as its executive director until
her retirement.

Though Salma Sobhan came from a
very privileged background, she symbol-
ised a new spirit against the established
elitism of that time. She was very inter-
ested in politics, yet her activism wasn't
ignited by political ideas. With her pas-
sion and commitment for social activism,
she set out to bring change for the
ignored women in our society.

Salma Sobhan was troubled by the way
Bangladesh's unseen and excluded
women and children were trapped in
society's shocking and enormous wealth
gap. She saw how the underprivileged
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were separated and were left without any
legal representation. Until this feminist
lawyer with a brilliant legal mind
emerged, the deprived women in
Bangladesh hardly had any idea about
their legal rights.

Salma Sobhan was a voice for the
people who had no voice, and stood up
and gave those women a status. This
champion of human rights also played a

very prominent role in the development
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Remembering Salma Sobhan

of 'Women Living under Muslim Law'
network.She wrote and spoke against
religious injustices and extreme religious
beliefs. She strongly felt about women's
equal rights to inheritance.

Salma Sobhan knew that repressing
women by denying their rights and by
ignoring the 'disenfranchised communi-
ties' would be counter-productive for the
progress of our nation,

Her background did not distort her
perception about the conditions of the
poor. With her passion and hard work,
she brought the inequities around her
into focus. Because of her sensitivity and
dedication to her mission, their lives
became better.

Activist Hameeda Hossain said: “She
was a wonderfully warm person, with a
great sense of humour. She had a lot of
friends all over the world and used to
spend time mailing to them. She was a very
keen in swimmer and loved sight-seeing.”

Her husband Rehman Sobhan said:
“Salma Sobhan considered her subordi-
nates as friends and always believed in
collective efforts to achieve success.” He
revealed that more than anything his wife
wanted a 'tranquil’ family life.

Salma Sobhan touched many lives; she
changed the fate of many. On the anniver-
sary of her death we salute her for her
service to our country.

The writer is a freelancer.

People deserve
better service

ZAHURUL ALAM

pens. It would be naive to imagine that something

happened by chance or by luck. All good things hap-
pened because people made those happen. Likewise all bad
incidents took place because those were created by some
people. The causes are eliminated once those responsible
for harmful acts are punished. This is rationale for the need
for rule of law, which is one of the most important corner-
stones of good governance. Rule of law reduces the proba-
bility of repetitions of similar crimes, offences and ineffi-
ciencies.

The culture of impunity that flourished during decades
was introduced by the authoritarian regimes following the
1975 killings. Indemnity to the killers of Bangabandhu and
other martyrs prompted widespread impunity for crimes in
the society and the tradition of cultivation of violence and
corruption by the power capturers.

All the above have made bureaucracy an inefficient tool
that had been overwhelmingly used by some as a platform
for living comfortably and accumulating wealth at the
expense of the people.

We could free ourselves from some of the obscurantists,
but those with vested interests have rooted themselves so
deeply and the culture of 'not working and taking benefits'
has become so common a feature that it has become a real
challenge for the government to cure the malady overnight.
The beneficiaries of misrule and injustice have now become
advocates for good governance.

The death of Jihad, a four year child in a Wasa pipeline
yesterday is yet another demonstration of lack of account-
ability, responsibility and responsiveness of those working
in the government offices and also reflects the culture of
'doing nothing and grabbing everything.' To make this
point simpler, we may pose a simple question to the Wasa
authorities; can a 600 feet deep tubewell pipe under the
ground be kept open for months or years in a place where
children play, people walk, which students use go to their
schools! Does this show even a little bit of concern for the
safety of the people? Can that organisation claim that it
works for the fulfillment of the aspirations of the people?

Next question; the people have the right to ask whether
or not anyone will be held responsible for this incident and
punished as the society wants or law suggests? Certainly,
there will be an investigation committee and a report will be
submitted with vague findings and recommendations.
There may be some departmental actions which will only
mean that the concerned persons will be transferred to
another place, where they will continue to behave in the
same manner, and thus it will go on and on.

Let us get one thing clear. This death is a result of negli-
gence of duty. This is not an accident. This has happened asa
result of inviting an innocent four year child to the death
trap created by the employees of concerned organisations.
That open 600 feet deep pipe was supposed to be covered.
People, including the father and family of Jihad, also paid
for the maintenance of that death trap in terms of their
contribution as tax. Wasa employees received their salaries
and benefits in time and without any disruption. The issue
of doubling the salaries and benetfits of the public servants
has already come up. The father of the dead child and his
relatives will pay taxes to ensure increased packages for the
public servants, including the Wasa employees. They and all
other citizens and tax payers of this country can certainly ask
for an explanation from the concerned department, minis-
try and the employees, whether or not they could justify
their action and whether their pay increase is justified!
People will pay for good services only.

J I \ HERE are always genuine reasons for whatever hap-

The writer is President, Governance and Rights Centre (GRC).
E-mail: zalaml1l1l@yahoo.com

Kulkhanl

Architect Mizanor Rahman Khan, son of Fazlor Rahman
Khan, has passed away at the age of 67 years on Friday,
26 December, 2014 at 1:00 pm (Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajiun).

Mr. Khan was a direct student of the founder teacher of
| Architecture Program at BUET, Mr. Richard E Vrooman,
| and legendary architect Louis |. Kahn, designer of the
Shangshad Bhaban at Sher-E-Bangla nagar. He was
the Managing Director of Prasthapana Ltd. Some of his
notable architectural works includes Sena Kalyan Bhaban at
Motijheel, National Award winning Bangladesh Development Bank Ltd
(BDBL) Bhaban at Kawran Bazar, National Stadium at Mirpur, all divisional stadiums,
Army Stadium, Dhaka Zero Point, Guishan Azad Masjid, National Tennis Federation
Complex, Fountain at Bangabhaban gate, and many more. He was also one of
the founding members of Gulshan Club and prepared its first architectural design.
Since 2010, he shared his professional knowledge was the guest faculty of North
south University as a guest lecturer.

His Qulkhani will be held on Monday, 29 December, 2014 at Gulshan Azad Mosque
Baad-Maghrib. His family, friends and well wishers are requested to attend and
pray for his soul,
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Independent University, Bangladesh

First privafe vniversity in Bangladesh, providing quality environmental education and research

Department of Environmental Science

- MS¢ in Environment Management

ADMISSION SPRING 2015

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

*Pnh'u tion and r:hm ate ch unge are the major challenges of the Eist century. A substanhm’ number
of qualified environmental professionals are needed at home and abroad to address those
challenges of the planet Earth”. The Masters Programme at the Department of Environmental
Science, IUB, is meant for producing competent environmental professionals.

For further information:
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