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enever you close your door fora moment
W’:J yourself, you'll find us by your side. We
may or may not knock but come on what's

there to hide — we are like family. It's because we are
so considerate, so caring, we never want to leave you
alone. If you don't want people with you every single
minute, every moment of your life, then there's some-
thing seriously wrong with you. The problem lies
with you, my friend. Not us. We are the good Samari-

tans.

These text
messages are boring.
What about his wardrobe-
that might be more
interesting...

'Oh bhabi, you need to be more social. Just relax.
Why don't you clean up that mess and go to the
parlour? I can choose your outfit foryou.”

‘Um...no?

'Don't be shy, bhabi. I'll help. Ooooohhhh! This is
such a beautiful sari! Such pretty fabric. Pity, the
colour is not right for you. Why don't you let me wear
it one day?

'Um. ..no?

‘Thank you, bhabi. I am actually doing you a
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Space. That's what's at the root of all your prob-
lems. We live in Bangladesh, for heaven's sake! If you
can't find space in the whole of our calm, peaceful,
beautiful country, how can you expect to find it at
your home orin a café?

Why close your door? It only makes the caring
neighbour more adamant to enter your room. '‘Open
the door, open the door, Open the door.

'‘What happened?

'My son threw up all over your table. I can't sit there
anymore. Can you take care of that while I sit in your
bedroom and browse through your saree collection?'

‘Um...no?

favour by taking this sari off your hands. What would
you do with it, anyway? Now, let's take a look at your
jewellery collection.’

We don't want to intrude on your space. God
forbid, no! How can we when we don't even under-
stand what that means? Privacy - how do you pro-
nounce that? Do you mean that you don't want us to
drop by at your place whenever we feel like it? Why
can't we look over your shoulders to check your
messages? What's wrong in going through your
inbox? Are you hiding something? If you are, we have
the right to know what it is. If you aren't, what then is
the problem? -
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B angladeshis are a very
polite people. They are
always wary about hurt-
ing other people's feelings, and
are very conscious about being
liked by you, you, and all of
you. They can't stand the fact

that someone might not be
fond of them. And thus, they'll
never speak ill of you. To your
face, thatis.

Once you are out of the
hearing range, the bhabi who
was just seconds ago praising
your brilliant daughter, now
whispers to her cohorts, “Her
daughter is too fast.” “What do
you mean? Does she run fast?”
asks one of her followers, “No,
no. She is. .. howdo Isayit. ..
too modern! She wears jeans
and t-shirts. And keeps the
rickshaw hood down! After
dark! Can you believe it?" The
other woman will make
sounds of agreement and your
daughter suddenly becomes
the girl-we-can't-let-our-
daughters-be-friends-with.

To your face, your best
friend will hug you, assuring
you that she's always there for
you. Once you are out of ear-
shot, she'll immediately call
her 'other' best friend to gossip
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about your upcoming trip abroad. “Can you imagine
this? She's going all alone to a Western country! And
her parents are allowing her! My parents would die
before they ever let me do something like that! Any-
way, as long as she's there, she might as well bring me
everything I asked for.”

The best are the leaders and the politicians. “You
vote for me and [ will always look after you. That's my
promise.” Once the microphone is shut off and the
media sent home, the same leader says, “When do we
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get out of this blasted town? Too much load shed-
ding here! Once I'm elected, I'll make sure that I
won't have to come here again and again.”

You'll find these people lurking around in every
corner of this country. They are usually the ones with
the fake smile on their lips and a blank look in their
eyes. If you dare to approach one of them, be wary of
what you say in front of them. They have a disease,
you see. Let's be polite and call it inconsistency. You
don't want to catch that from them, do you? -
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