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A long history of exploitation
in the cotton industry

VIKAS BAJAI, New York Times

The fires and building collapses that
killed hundreds of garment workers
in countries like Bangladesh in
recent years serve as a tragic
reminder of the millions in develop-
ing countries who labour in
wretched conditions. These workers,
however, are not the garment or
cotton industry's first victims.

A book published earlier this
month -- "Empire of Cotton: A
Global History" by Sven Beckert, a
history professor at Harvard --
describes in vivid detail how the
industrialisation of cotton contrib-
uted to slavery, the destruction of
American Indian cultures and fam-
ines in British India. And while the
parallels between the 18th century
and 19th century and the present are
inexact, the reader can't help but
think that cotton, for all its many
uses, still exacts a human cost.

High school history class is good
at teaching us the positive elements
of this past. Older textbooks
described how breakthrough inno-
vations like the cotton gin and the
steam engine fuelled the industrial
revolution and helped make cheap
consumer goods widely available

for the first time. New books like
"Empire of Cotton" and "The Half
Has Never Been Told: Slavery and
the Making of American
Capitalism” by Edward Baptist
offer gripping and more nuanced
stories of economic history.

Beckert explains how the emer-
gence of a textile industry in England
contributed to wars against
American Indian tribes in the South
and fuelled the slave trade. American
Indians were forcibly removed from
territory their ancestors had long
inhabited because those fertile lands
were needed to grow cotton to sup-
ply mills in Manchester and
Liverpool. Hundreds of thousands
of slaves were shipped across the
Atlantic Ocean and moved within
the United States to sow and harvest
the plant.

Later, when the Civil War dis-
rupted cotton production in the
United States, British and other
European capitalists turned to
countries like India and Egypt that
were already growing the plant
along with food crops. Assisted by
colonial administrators, industrial-
ists cajoled farmers to switch to
growing only cotton, subjecting
farmers to trade volatility for which

they were ill-prepared and greatly
diminishing the food supply.

"In 1877 and again in the late
1890s, Berar, as well as northeastern
Brazil, witnessed the starvation of
millions of cultivators as cotton prices
fell while food grain prices rose, putt-
ing food out of reach of many cotton
producers," Beckert writes, referring
toa province in British India.

Then, as now, people who bene-
fitted from the status quo said that
ending the human exploitation that
made cotton so profitable would
cause broader economic harm. In
1858, Senator James Henry
Hammond of South Carolina
warned on the Senate floor that
"England would topple headlong
and carry the whole civilised world
with her, save the South. No, you
dare not make war on cotton. No
power on earth dares to make war
upon it, Cotton is king.”

In more recent times, Western
retailers have resisted taking
responsibility for improving work-
ing conditions in clothing factories
in developing countries in large
part because doing so would raise
the cost of making cheap T-shirts.
Some companies like Walmart have
contributed only modestly to com-

pensation funds for workers who
died in fires and building collapses
in factories where their clothes were
made. Their lame excuse is that they
did not authorise production in
those specific factories and should
not have to pay for the choices and
mistakes of their contractors and
subcontractors.

It's true, of course, that for poor
Bangladeshis, Cambodians and
others who make today's clothes,
these jobs offer an escape from
poverty and subsistence farming.
But the callous disregard that fac-
tory owners, large Western clothing
companies and government offi-
cials have shown for worker safety
in pursuit of profits bears more
than a passing resemblance to the
historic injustices committed in the
name of King Cotton.

Companies like Walmart, Gap
and H&M and the government of
Bangladesh have recently commit-
ted to making factories safer. But that
effort, begun only after the collapse
of Rana Plaza and the loss of more
than 1,100 lives in April 2013, will
require years of hard work. History
will surely judge the clothing indus-
try and political leaders harshly for
waiting so long to act.
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Mahtabuddin Ahmed, chairman of Agricultural Marketing Company (Pran), and Amjad
Khan Chowdhury, managing director, attend the 29th annual general meeting of the
company at Trust Milonayatan in Dhaka on Wednesday. The company declared 32

percent dividends for 2013-14.
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Reliance signs shipping agreement
for ethane imports

REUTERS, Mumbai
Reliance Industries Ltd of India on Wednesday said
it had signed a long-term shipping agreement with

Japan's Mitsui OSK Lines Ltd (MOL) to transport
liquetied ethane that Reliance will import from

MOL will supervise the construction of six very
large ethane carriers (VLECs) ordered by Reliance
and operate and manage the vessels after they are
built and delivered, the Indian company said in a

The VLECs are being built by Samsung Heavy
Industries Co Ltd and are expected to be delivered in
the last quarter of 2016, MOL said separately.
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A man is reflected on a sign outside a branch of Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
in Tokyo. Citigroup Inc has agreed to sell its Japanese retail banking operations to
SMBC, as the US bank retreats from unprofitable businesses around the world. The

acquisition price was not disclosed.

US retailers likely to just meet
holiday sales forecasts: experts

REUTERS, Chicago

LIS consumers have not turned out in force
for the final shopping days before
Christmas, suggesting that traditional retail-
ers will just meet industry sales forecastsin a
season marked by deep discounts and grow-
ing encroachment from online rivals led by
Amazon.com Inc.

Super Saturday - the last pre-Christmas
Saturday, which fell on Dec. 20 this year -
failed to make up for spotty performance
this season. That included a disappointing
Black Friday, the day after the US
Thanksgiving holiday that is typically one of
the busiest shopping days of the year.

"The past weekend will not save this
holiday season," said Craig Johnson, presi-
dent of the retail and consumer product-
oriented private equity fund Customer
Growth Partners. "But combined with
online sales, it would certainly save the year
from being a dismal one."

Johnson said if sales hold up in the next
few days and the week after Christmas,
retailers may finish close to his company's
November and December forecast of 3.4
percent growth in store and online sales. He
estimates that Super Saturday weekend
sales, which include store and online, rose

2.5 percent to $42 billion this year.

The National Retail Federation (NRF),
the leading industry trade body, forecast a
4.1 percent rise in holiday sales this year,
including online and store sales. The NRF is
hoping to meet its expectations amid falling
gasoline prices, lower US unemployment
and consumer spending which showed
signs of increasing during the first two
weeks of December.

Promotions heated up in the past five
days but that did not boost store traffic
materially, said Keith Jelinek, senior manag-
ing director of FT1 Consulting.

Most retailers offered an additional 20 to
30 percent oftf on top of 30 to 40 percent
discounts on a wide range of products,
Reuters found during a series of visits to three
dozen stores in Chicago over the weekend.

Best-sellers during the season included
Apple Inc's iPhone 6, toys based on the Walt
Disney Co animated movie "Frozen," and
winter clothing such as coats from retailers
like Macy's Inc after a cold spell last month.

Home appliances including mixers,
coffee makers and food processors from
chains like Home Depot Inc, Lowe's
Companies Inc, JC Penney Co Inc and
Target Corp were also particularly popular,
industry-watchers said.
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(A Company of Petrobangla)
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Invitation for Tender

1 [ Ministry/Division

Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Energy and
Mineral Resources Division.

2 | Agency Sylhet Gas Fields Limited (A Company of Petrobangla).

3 | Procuring entity name Sylhet Gas Fields Limited (SGFL).

4 Procuring entity code Not applicable.

5 Procuring entity district Sylhet.

6 Invitation for Painting Work of Process Plant Equipments, Pipe Line & Storage
Tanks at Rashidpur Condensate Fractionation Plant Area, Bahubal,
Habigon.

7 Invitation Ref No. 26.02.28 (330). |

8 Date 2201212014,

JPMorgan fund in talks on taking
$200m stake in India's SpiceJet

A fund managed by JPMorgan Chase is in advanced
talks to partner with Indian carrier SpiceJet Ltd's co-
founder for a planned $200 million investment into
the cash-strapped airline, the Economic Times
| reported on Thursday, citing unnamed sources with
knowledge of the discussions.

Ajay Singh, who helped set up the low-cost airline in
2005, is leading a rescue plan for SpiceJet and has met
with aviation ministry officials to discuss a revival plan.

He is looking to partner some US-based private
equity investors to help fund the airline, a government
official told reporters on Monday.

Singh and a Mumbai-based managing director of
JPMorgan's Asian Infrastructure fund met with senior
officials of the aviation ministry on Tuesday, the news-
paper said, citing an unnamed government source.

According to the source, Singh and JPMorgan are in
touch with representatives of SpiceJet's majority
owner, billionaire Kalanithi Maran's Sun Group,
which itsaid was keen to exit the airline completely.

KEY INFORMATION

9 Prcourement method

Open Tendering Method (National), Single Stage One Envelop
Method.

FUNDING INFORMATION
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20 | Name & address of the office(s)

10 | Budget and source of funds Own fund of SGFL. % - APBIE 00 -2038/FTE Y afils
11 | Development parnters (if applicable) Not applicable. = it fant REpAjoaiRs
PARTICULAR INFORMATION mtn‘ W W

12 | Project/programme code (if applicable) Not applicable.

13 | Project/programme name (if applicable) | Mot applicable. w q%4- s

14 | Tender package No. Not applicable. [ R038-03¢

15 | Tender package name Not applicable. S. | TRER 8 | AT 0T FeTS AREACT |

16 | Tender publication date 22/1212014. Y, | e @R A | g | s (s, AR e Teme) |
17 | Tender selling date 29/12/2014 to 19/01/2015. o, | waeEE : | SifETeE faes/dfevTe Fae %o
18 | Tender closing date and time 20/01/2015 at 12:00 hours. wiffes amm feeeee Exploring the
19 | Tender opening date and time 20/01/2015 at 12:15 hours Effectiveness of Railway Police

(GRP) in the Security of Railway

28 | Designation of official inviting tender

General Manager (Technical Services).

Selling tender document 1) Head Office, Sylhet Gas Fields Ltd., Chiknagool, Sylhet-3152. Communication S sraeer e@@
2) Rashidpur Field, Bahubal, Habigonj. e
g}hgsiﬁazé_?wn Office, 4/10, Igbal Road, Block-A, Mohammadpur, ™ o e s | T @ (st

Receiving tender document 1) Head Office, Sylhel Gas Fields Lid, Chiknagool, Sylhet-3152, | |.& | ™= 8 | MR waera =t (LTM) |

Opening tender document 1) Head Office, Sylhet Gas Fields Ltd., Chiknagool, Sylhet-3152. | | & | ™@=%Fm 2 | 09/od/205eMs AfET GAIFA T |
21 | Place/date/time of pre-bid meeting | Not applicable. | faers com i
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER S HH
22 | Eligibility of tenderer Only Bangladeshi Tenderers are Eligible. ¥ navE G5 | 2 | obfodfacdeld: WHEE 200 HBW
23 | Brief description of works The work consists of painting works and other associated works. wifed € 7y I |
24 | Brief description of physical services Not applicable. . | wEeE caAEna 2 | obfodfaosefds WHm d3.90 WG |
25 | Price of tender document (Tk.) Tk. 2,000.00 (two thousand). sifed @ T wEeTawTS! 91 e dfefifare

Lot No. Description of work Location Tender security | Completion time (A @7 THiTE AT AT A |
amount (Tk) | in weeks/monthe 5, | mmazTeRE | g | sfasEe (s, R e e

26 Not Painting Work of Process Plant Rashidpur Tk. 25,000.00 Two and half s : !

applicable Equipments, Pipe Line & Condensate (twenty-five (2.5) months % ATl P woeTE e, -8,

Storage Tanks at Rashidpur Fractionation thousand) BIFl-3300 |
Condensate Fractionation Plant | Plant, Bahubal, So. | WA AR P | 3 | ¢oo (SFFE) BIRE (SEESI) |
Area, Bahubal, Habigon| Habigonj vy | wEviE EEeE 3 | »ooo/- BIE T@ @ FF TEHTEE

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS ATET (oL GG
27 | Name of official inviting tender Md. Abdul Quadir. (FTT) |

29 | Address of official inviting tender

Sylhet Gas Fields Limited, P.O. Chiknagool, Sylhet-3152.

SR, | WA AWECE

o¢fodfr03elE: 7 33,00 oW, TH
T-30d, A BrE e IEETA |

General Manager (Technical Services)

30 | Contact details of official inviting | Mobile: E-mail s Ho
tenders 01713-328527 gmis@sgfl.org.bd

31 | In case of any unavoidable circumstances such as strike, civil commation, government-declared holiday,
etc. bid will be received and opened on the following working day at the same venue & time as mentioned
herein.

32 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all or any of the tenders or annul the tender proceedings.
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