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THE BILLION DOLLAR GAME

An in-depth look into Minecraft

RUMMAN R KALAM

Not too long ago, this game made headlines due to its developer Mojang's recent $2.5 billion acquisition by Microsoft. That's way
more than the price of recent acquisitions like Facebook's Instagram takeover ($1 billion) and Yahoo's Tumblr ($1.1 billion). For
many over here, it came as a shock because a lot of people in Bangladesh are actually almost completely unaware of Minecraft.

WHAT IS MINECRAFT?

[t's a sandbox game. And it's just that. You get to
do and create whatever you want. Ever wanted to
make a replica of your own house but with a 24/7
supply of electricity? Now you can with Minecraft.
It's like Lego for adults who can't afford Lego. A
bunch of survival elements can be thrown in.
These involve Creepers which creep up on you and
explode. There's an abundance of spiders, skele-
tons and fish which try to kill you. Except you kill
them and harvest their bones and string to build
your castle on their dead bodies. Minecraft is what
would happen if you were thrown in the middle of
Rangpur with nothing except your bare hands to
build civilisation. And if you had the work ethic of
10,000 Egyptian slaves to go with it. Unlike
Terraria, which is Minecraft's 2D action-adventure
cousin of the same genre, Minecraft does not have
any quests.

WHY IT'S WORTH THE PRICE TAG

According to Satya Nadella, “If you talk about
STEM * education, the best way to introduce any-
one to STEM or get their curiosity going on, it's
Minecraft.” But there are more factors at work over
here. All over the world, kids love Minecraft. A few
weeks back, I saw a post in DSD about a woman
asking what platform (Xbone, PS4, PC) would be
best for her eight-year-old daughter's requests for a
console to play Minecraft. This was after the kid
wanted to move out of the Android version
of Minecraft on her tablet. When I was eight,
the maximum creativity [ could express on a
computer was on MS Paint and now we have
kids everywhere building houses with
Minecraft. For Microsoft, owning Minecraft
1S a statement—It's about own-
ing the childhood of a
generation.
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A replica of King’s Landing in the
Minecraft map.

THE EXTENT OF MINECRAFT'S
CREATIVITY

A group of players made a computer inside
Minecraft. So to speak, you can create a computer
inside a world inside a computer. Although, the
Minecraft computer is very basic and can only load
16 lines of code into its RAM, it's still a feat. Now,
for all the Game of Thrones fans out there, a group
made an exact replica of King's Landing. The
amount of detail put into the map is insane. A lot
of gamers will think that with enough people, an
exact replica of Dhaka is very much possible or
maybe something less ambitious like your school
classroom just as you remember it. It'll be even
more fun if you can get your friends to do it along
with you. For some, recreating places from memo-
ries can be an extremely rewarding pastime.
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MINECRAFT IN BANGLADESH

[t took me quite some to actually figure out where
the Bangladeshi players are. After doing several
searches on Facebook, I finally found the 50 mem-
ber Facebook group “Minecrafters BD” where I
was welcomed quite warmly. Here is a community
that has been struggling to play together the video
game they love. Their dedication 1s one to admire
and it's just the thing that often breeds great gam-
ing communities. Every now and then, one of the
members host private servers on their PCs but that
just doesn't cut it when you're aiming for a large
community. According to one of the members,
Istiak Al Nur Niloy, “It's nearly impossible to set
up a server for 24/7 uptime let alone moderate the
server to keep everything in check. We as the hosts
have no admin power and no one can keep their
PC running 24/7. The servers that we are hosting
irregularly at the moment are enough for the
community but if a time comes that when we
need a 24/7 server we can always rent servers from
providers like Atrinos. For now the dream of a
24/7 dedicated server sounds a bit far-fetched.”

GRAPHICS?

There's another problem when it comes to attract-
ing newer players who're into flashy games to
Minecraft: the graphics of the game are pretty
blocky and old-school. But to that, Siam Shafigq,
who hosted a Minecrafters BD server at the time,
said “Overall with some time and dedication I
believe Minecraft can take off in Bangladesh but
only if the people judge the game by its gameplay,
not its graphics. Based in a 3D world of cubes it's
only normal to have that sort of retro graphics but
that's the entire point.” But then again, if you treat
each block like pixels are on a screen, a lot of detail
CAN be added to the game if one is patient with
the amount of blocks taken.

While Minecraft is taking off globally, very little is
done over here in Bangladesh. Some of the players
urge the ISPs to host a dedicated server like they do
for CoD and Counter-Strike but until the commu-
nity grows enough to turn the extremely stiff heads
of Bangladeshi ISPs, there's little that can be done;
unless you are like Ayaan Manzur from
Minecrafters BD and his friends who rent a server
for Tk. 400 every month from Singapore.

*STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating
students in four specific disciplines — science, technol-
0gy, engineering and mathematics — in an interdisci-
plinary and applied approach. —LiveScience.com



