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Habit allowed, steady gains in strength. At first it may be but

Spider, Spldel" as a spider's web, easily broken through, but if not resisted it
soon binds us with chains of steel. - Tryon Edwards

¢éSome of you may be
surprised by my words.
Some of you may think
that I am merely chanting
diplomatic niceties. Not so.
I speak of facts — clear
facts. 99

DAN W MOZENA

Outgoing US Ambassador to Bangladesh

Commented at a discussion titled “America-Bangladesh
Relations: Economic and Social Perspective” organised by
the Centre for Non-Resident Bangladeshis in Dhaka
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such arrogance? As if we
cared about visas to get in
the United States... Idiots! 29

NICOLAS MADURO

Venezuelan president

Commented after US said that it is poised to impose
sanctions on Venezuela over the sometimes-violent
suppression of anti-government protests
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Alpana Habib

ith her cooking show Rannaghar, Alpana Habib has
carved her culinary niche in the world of cooking and the
heart of cooks: from the expert to the beginners. While all
the TV channels are loaded with a number of cooking shows, her show
stands out for her easy-to-make delicious recipes and mealtime
strategies, her advices on healthy food consumption and her easy going
hosting. “One of my greatest achievements was a compliment from
Siddiqua Kabir, the cooking guru, who believed that we have so many
similarities in our cooking and the philosophy behind it,” says Alpana
smilingly. It is also very important to her that the recipes work outside
of her own kitchen, so she decided to work on her first cook book. This
week we bring you a conversation with this celebrated culinary expert.
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Your Culinary Beginning

[ started cooking when I was a
student of class six. My
mother would take an after-
noon nap after her lunch, and
that was the time I started
experimenting with different
ingredients and flavours hold-
ing Siddiqua Kabir's recipe
close to me.

Favourite Cookbook
Siddiqua Kabir's Recipe has
always been my cookery bible.

Your Mentor

[ have not taken any formal
training in cooking from
anyone, but I consider
Siddiqua Kabir as my first and
foremost mentor. Apart from
that, I always try to learn from
everyone | meet, starting from
the guy who sells roadside
shingaras to the chef of a five
star hotel.

Current Project

I'm about a few months away
from publishing my first
cookbook. Right now I am
writing and developing a
number of new recipes for
that.

Chef Specialty

[ never follow any particular
cookbook to the word; when-
ever | cook something I try to
add something of mine into
it.

Advice for the Novice Cooks
Don't take cooking as a dull
everyday necessity; rather
learn to see the beauty of the
total process. Be it a simple
salad or an hour long biriyani
cooking; try to pour your
heart into it. The moment you
will start enjoying the process,
your dish is bound to be tasty.

— FAYEKA ZABEEN SIDDIQUA
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