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Pakistan police arrest

al-Qaeda suspects
AFP, Karachi

Pakistan police have arrested
five suspected members of al-
Qaeda's newly formed South
Asia chapter in the southern
city of Karachi, officials said
yesterday. Police and security
officials said they believe one
of those arrested is the
Karachi head of the militant
network's new South Asian
wing,

Ebola: S Leone cancels
X-mas celebrations

AFP, Freetown

Sierra Leone yesterday said
it was banning any public
Christmas celebrations as
the spiralling caseload of
Ebola infections continues
to spread alarm. The World
Health Organization yester-
day said that 18,188 cases
of the deadly virus had

they watch her blood stained school uniform when she was shot by Taliban at the opening
of the Nobel Peace Prize exhibition at the Nobel Peace Center yesterday.
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CIA
9/11

AFP, Washington

letter refutes
Iraq link

the war in Iraq.

link between
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The CIA declassified a letter Thursday that suggests US intel-
ligence had grave doubts about part of the case made by
former president George W Bush's White House to justify

[n the run-up to the March 2003 invasion, US officials
including then vice president Dick Cheney alleged that 9/11
hijacker Mohammed Atta had met an Iraqi spy in Prague
before the attacks.

The alleged meeting was cited as evidence of a possible

Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein and the

September 11, 2001 attacks on New York and Washington.

But, in a letter sent to US Senator Carl Levin in March this
year, CIA Director John Brennan said field agents had "ex-
pressed significant concern” over the report.

Thelettersaid US agents had not established Atta was in Prague
-- evidence suggest that he was not - at the time he is supposed to
have met Iragi agent Ahmad Khalil Ibrahim Samir al-Ani.

The letter was first reported by McClatchy newspapers.

Levin said on Thursday he had asked the CIA to declassify
the document to show how the former Bush administration
"misled" the country before the invasion of Iraq.

[n1 a Senate speech, Levin said the "alleged meeting was a
centerpiece of the administration's campaign to create an
AEP impression in the public mind that Saddam was in league
with the al-Qaeda terrorists who attackeduson 9/11."

CIA

TORTURE REPORT

WORLD
REACTION

China: In a commentary
published by the state-run
Xinhua news agency, China
blasted what it said was "the
sheer hypocrisy of the United
States as a defender of human
rights." The commentary said
Guantanamo Bay was "notori-
ous for human rights violations
since 2004," adding that neither
President George W Bush nor
President Barrack Obama "has
done anything to change the
situation.”

Russia: The Russian Foreign
Ministry yesterday said that the
information made public from
the report "is another confirma-
tion of gross systematic viola-
tions of human rights by the
American authorities. We urge
the human rights community to
demand from Washington a
disclosure of full information of
offenses committed within the
framework of the 'global war
with terror' and to bring perpe-
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Contra affair of the 1980s, to false
intelligence of weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq and the humiliat-
ing expulsion from Germany of a CIA
station chief this year.

But while the CIA's reputation
clearly took a hit with the 500-page
torture report that documented
extensive abuses and the misleading
of Congress and the White House,

The idea, called an "ex-ante
review", is seen as very important by some, espe-
cially the European Union.But developing coun-
tries including India are dead set against it.

They say it is an issue of sovereignty. Qutside
parties, they argue, should not have the power to
review what countries commit to by themselves.

These divisions are all variants of long-running
splits between richer and poorer nations that have
existed in the UN talks for 20 years.

pass” anymore, he said.

"l know this is difficult for developing nations.
We have to remember that today more than half of
emissions are coming from developing nations, so
itis imperative that they act too.”

But this approach is being resisted by a number
of countries, including China and many others,
who want to adhere to the idea of "common but
differentiated responsibilities”.

Some countries are suspicious that the text being

around the world," intelligence
expert William Banks, director of
Syracuse University's Institute for
National Security and
Counterterrorism, told AFP.

"The agency really is essential to
preserve US national security inter-
ests now and going forward. The
torture episode is abhorrent, I
believe, but aberrant," he added.

day killing four people on
board and injuring another
crew member, police said.
The Antonov AN-32 aircraft
slammed into a rubber
plantation in the suburb of
Athurugiriya in bad weather
and burst into flames,
sources said.

United Nations: UN Special
Rapporteur on Counter
Terrorism and Human Rights
Ben Emmerson called on the US
to prosecute those responsible
for crimes outlined in the report.
Emmerson said the program
allowed ... systematic crimes
and gross violations of interna-
tional human rights law."

'T“".‘““"““ 55 Swiss to host conference on LGENE CRISIS
witter handle Poroshenko

occupied Palestine territories

conference and that consultations had been
ongoing for weeks.

"Our objective is to advance the cause of
international humanitarian law,"
Burkhalter said.

"Even if Israel and the United States boycott
the meeting, the international community
must speak on the issue. There is no
denigration of Israel planned"” from
Switzerland, he said.

In calling the meeting,
Switzerland is responding to a
recommendation from the UN
General Assembly at the request
of Palestinian authorities.

The assembly passed a resolu-
tion in 2009 asking Switzerland

says ceasefire
is now 'real’

AFP, Sydney

Police in India are
investigating claims
that a Bangalore busi-
ness executive is
behind an influential
ISIS Twitter account.
On Thursday,
Britain's Channel 4
News reported that the
@ShamiWitness
account was run by a
senior member of staff
at an Indian conglom-
erate in Bengaluruy,
only named as Mehedi.
The account pro-
vided news on ISIS and
celebrated its rise in

AFP, Geneva

A conference will be held this month in
Geneva to examine respect for international
humanitarian law in the occupied
Palestinian territories, Switzerland
announced Thursday.

[srael and the United States are
however not expected to attend
the December 17 conference
devoted to the Fourth Geneva
Convention, which defines
humanitarian protections for
civilians in a war zone.

The conference, long in the works,
comes after a senior Palestinian
official died in a confrontation with

President Petro Poroshenko
yesterday said a "real”
ceasefire was in place in
Ukraine after the first 24
hours in seven months
without a military casualty,
although he admitted the
truce was fragile.

"I have positive news.
Today is the first 24 hours
for seven months... when we
have a real ceasefire in
Ukraine," he said in a speech
during a trip to Australia.

Syria and Iraq. It had
nearly 18,000 followers
and was one of the
main sources of infor-
mation on the group in
English.

Israeli troops, adding to tensions that have
threatened to boil over into another round of
violence in the occupied territories.

Despite an expected boycott from Israel
and the United States, Swiss President
Didier Burkhalter told local media he
expected "very large participation” in the

to lead consultations on holding such a
conference.

The consultations had been suspended
since 2011 before being re-launched in July and
a "trans-regional critical mass of state parties
have expressed their support” for the confer-
ence to be held, the Swiss foreign ministry said.

A protester hangs paper umbrellas at the pro-democracy protest site in the
Causeway Bay district of Hong Kong, yesterday. Chinese state-run media
yesterday triumphantly declared the Hong Kong pro-democracy movement

"defeated" after police swept away its main protest site. PHOTO: AEP

I couldn't educate her

Korean Air CEO apologises for
daughter's 'foolish act'

BBC ONLINE

Brazilian killed
41 'for fun'!

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Former Korean Air executive Heather Cho has apolo-
gised for delaying a plane over a serving of nuts, in her
first public appearance since the incident.

Her father, airline chairman Cho Yang-ho, also

A Brazilian man has confessed to the mur-

ders of 42 people since 2005, telling police

he killed his victims “for the pleasure of it".
Sailson Jose das Gracas was arrested

AGENCIES

Twin blasts hit
Nigerian city

At least 31 killed; Boko Haram blamed

Historic Apple 1
sold at auction

BBC ONLINE

A fully operational Apple 1 computer has
been sold at auction for $365,000
(£230,000).

Activists said at least 31 people were killed Thursday when
twin explosions rocked downtown Jos in central Nigeria in

[t is the only machine known to have been
personally sold by Apple co-founder Steve

apologised at a news conference, amid a simmering

backlash in South Korea.

He called his daughter's
conduct "foolish", and
added: "I beg the people to
blame me for the current
situation, because everything
is my fault... I failed to prop-
erly educate my daughter.”

The government is prob-
ing the incident, which has
dominated headlines.

Ms Cho was onboard a

shortly after he allegedly stabbed a woman
to death in the Rio de Janeiro suburb of
Nova Iguacu.

"He confessed he killed another 37
women, three men and a two-year-old girl
over the past nine years," a police officer
said. "He either stabbed his victims or
strangled them."

Inspector Pedro Henrique Medina told
the G1 news portal that das Gracas
showed no remorse and warned he
would kill again if he was ever released
from prison.

The 26-year-old told police he killed for

what appears to be the latest attack by Islamic extremists.

The blasts occurred as store owners were shutting their
shops and Muslims were preparing for evening prayers.

The explosions were likely to have been carried out by
Boko Haram, the state government said yesterday.

"It's an extension of the terrorist acts that have been pene-
trating all states and cities," Pam Ayuba, spokesman for the
Plateau state governor Jonah Jang, told AFP by telephone.

One blast went off at an outdoor food stand called Mr
Bigs and the other at the nearby entrance to the Terminus
market in the centre of the city, according to witnesses who
spoke on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals.

Soldiers and police said they were ferrying the wounded to
hospitals. Rescue workers had evacuated 31 bodies and opera-

Korean Airlines plane

departing from New York for Incheon last week when
she demanded a crew member to be removed, after
she was served nuts in a bag, instead of on a plate.

On Friday afternoon Ms Cho bowed in apology
when she spoke to reporters outside a government
building, where she was due to meet transport officials.

Cho also announced that his daughter would step
down from all her posts in companies under the Cho
family-owned Hanjin Group, which also owns Korean Air.

"pleasure” and the "adrenaline” and also
operated as a killer for hire, Reuters editorial
reports. He claims he killed the first person,
a woman, when he was just 17-years-old.

His preferred victims were females,
whom he allegedly strangled.

Experts were quoted by news agencies
as saying Gracas was likely a psychopath
who enjoyed the media spotlight and

warned that his accounts should be care-
fully checked.

tions were continuing, civil rights lawyer Ahmed Garba told
The Associated Press. Mark Lipdo of the Stefanos Foundation
charity said rescue workers also told him at least 31 people
were killed and several were injured, some critically.

Those attacks were blamed on Islamic extremists from
the Boko Haram group and were seen as an attempt to ignite
fighting between Muslims and Christians. Jos is in Nigeria's
Middle Belt, where the mainly Muslim north and predomi-
nantly Christian south meet and violence between the two

groups is commonplace.

Jobs, from a garage in California in 1976.

Fewer than 50 Apple 1 computers are
now believed to be in existence,

Yet despite its rarity, the machine was
sold at way below auction house Christie's
estimate of $400,000-%600,000.

The original Apple Computer - now
referred to as the Apple 1 - was hand-made
by Steve Wozniak, an engineer who co-
founded Apple, with Jobs, in the 1970s.
When new, the machines sold for $666.66.

To finance the building of the
machines, Jobs sold his VW van, while
Wozniak sold a calculator for $500.

"Everything is so frag-
ile. But I pray that we
should continue this
process," he added.
Poroshenko added that the
conflict in his homeland
was not just about Ukraine's
independence and territo-
rial integrity.

The ceasefire with pro-
Russian rebels was intro-
duced on Tuesday in the
hope of ending an eight-
month conflict that has
claimed at least 4,300
lives and displaced close
to one million people,
according to United
Nations figures.

Meanwhile, Ukraine says
it will conscript 40,000
soldiers in 2015 and double
its military budget as it tries
to meet the demands of an
ongoing conflict against
pro-Russian rebels in its
eastern provinces.

"We foresee calling up
40,000 men in 2015 and
training 10,500 people who
will do their service,”
Defence Minister Stepan
Poltorak told parliament.

The process is being
closely watched in Europe,
where concerns over Russia's
support for the rebels has
plunged East-West relations
to their lowest ebb since the
end of the Cold War.

The two sides -- along
with Russian and European
monitors -- are still trying to
organise comprehensive
peace talks.



