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The Beginner's Guide to Model United Nations

ADIT HASAN

Recently Model United Nations
seems to have gained trac-
tion in Bangladesh. With
each successive confer-
ence, the number of
young, eager partici-
pants seem to
swell. This should
serve as an intro-
duction to those
completely
oblivious to
MUN and
beginners seek-
ing help navi-
gating these
unfamiliar
waters.

Model UN is
essentially a simu-
lation of the United
Nations committee
sessions. The partici-
pants ('delegates') are
assigned countries they must

So is MUN right for you? Depends
on how you look at it. It is a chance to
make new friends, for a start. Frequent
MUN participants often form a close-
knit group bordering on a cult. It's
also an opportunity to travel, as
many MUN conferences take

Model United Nations (DUNMUN)
commencing from 21" of December is a
great place to start. Being one of the
biggest MUN conferences in
Bangladesh, it is a great opportunity to
practice diplomacy with the brightest
young delegates in the country. Or if
place outside Dhaka, to say you're unsure about MUN or aren't
nothing of the international ready to unleash your expert public-
conferences. It looks good on speaking skills on the world yet, you
a college application, espe- could just observe or volunteer in one
cially if you win a few of the committees. That would provide
awards along the way. an excellent opportunity to learn.
Having trouble getting your For beginners looking to shine and
parents to fund your trip impress during their next conference,
overseas? Tell them that Sharif Tousif Mustafa, participant in two
you're going for academic international MUNs and one local,
reasons. With enough cha- winner of several awards and part of the
risma or luck you might organizing team for BUGMUN had
even manage to convince some advice.
your school or university to “In the MUN s I have attended, there
sponsor you. Most importantly,  were a few people who thought they
Model UN is fun. Those who've could come to the MUNs unprepared
experienced it say there's nothing just because they spoke well. They
more satisfying than having your crashed and burned pretty quick. So do
resolution paper passed. it properly: research efficiently and be
Of course some have argued that it's confident when speaking to a room and

represent and are allowed to
choose their own committee. They
are given agendas and must formulate

quite dull and nothing more than a
glorified debate club. Needless to say,
not the place to go if you want an

cation, rea-
solutions. The committee then discusses  soning and team work. It teaches partic-  adrenaline rush. So best bear that in

the presented solutions until a resolu- ipants leadership, diplomacy, gets them  mind.
tion is passed. acquainted with current world prob- For those willing to give Model UN a
MUN promotes research, communi- lems from different perspectives. try the Dhaka University National

trying to convince them to join your
side; they usually respond well to that.”

Well there you have it. Whether it's
for the intellectual challenge, a platform
to jumpstart your political career or just
a way to beef up your ECA record, MUN
might just be the thing for you.

'College Mathematics
Olympiad 2014
at ULAB

Department of Computer Science and
Engineering of the University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB) organized “College
Mathematics Olympiad - 2014” on December
5 at the university premises. More than 100
students from over 25 colleges participated.
Professor Dr. Mohammad Kaykobad, the
special guest of the event, inaugurated the
program while Dr. Sazzad Hossain, Head of
CSE, ULAB, welcomed the participants.

The aim of this Olympiad was to identify
and encourage young talents in Mathematics in
Bangladesh..

Professor Dr. H.M. Jahirul Haque, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, gave a welcome speech for the
second half of the event. Dr. Amal Krishna
Halder, Vice Chancellor, Ranada Prashad Saha
University, was the chief guest. Mursalin Habib
from Notre Dame College was the champion.
Karishma Farhina from Shaheed Bir Uttam Lt.
Anwar Girls College and Shweta Majumder
from Maple Leaf International School were the
1" runners up and 2™ runners up respectively.

Professor Dr. Sazzad Hossain, Professor
Muhammad Ibrahim, Engr. Abubokor Hanip,
Founder and CEO, PeopleNTech LLC and
Zakaria Swapan, Founder and CEO, Priyo.com
along with faculty members from were present
in the program.
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A Million Dollars to Change the World

Largest Student Competition in the World

Winning team fast-tracked to Shanghai

Competing with top universities in the QS Rankings
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