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BEGGAR-EFREE ZONES

Are they?

HELEMUL ALAM

The capital now has three “"beggar-free
zones”,

The areas are the diplomatic zone
(Gulshan-Baridhara-Banani) and the streets
from Hotel Pan Pacific Sonargaon to Bailey
Road (via Ruposhi Bangla Hotel intersec-
tion) and Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport to Radisson hotel.

The Department of Social Services (DSS)
with the assistance of the two Dhaka city
corporations has recently put up several
signboards there, making the declaration.

However, like several DSS attempts in the
past to check begging in the capital, the new
move too appears to be a token one and not
working.

Tramps were still seen at the spots as
there was not a single person to restrict their
entries.

Experts have termed such initiative by
the government “unrealistic”. They said
putting up signboards alone could never

be the “real” solution to the problem.

The department's previous beggar-
rehabilitation efforts include a Tk 30 lakh
pilot project taken in 2011.

Under the project, the department with
the help of 10 non-government organisa-
tions conducted a survey on 10,000 beggars
in the capital to rehabilitate them in the
society with employment, education, train-
ing and shelter.

Later in 2012, 37 beggars were shifted to
Mymensingh from the capital and each of
them was given a rickshaw-van or Tk 5000
in cash.

The result of the experiment was discour-
aging as almost all of them fled the district
and returned to their old profession in
Dhaka later, sources said.

In most of the cases it was not being
possible to rehabilitate the beggars in the
capital, said a DSS official wishing anonym-
ity, adding that they achieved “some suc-
cess” outside Dhaka.
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Dhaka South City Corporation has put up a sign at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel intersection declaring it a "beggar-free zone". But
beggars, like the one in the picture taken recently, continue to go from car to car seeking alms without resistance.
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'RAMZYADA' OR 'HARAMZYADA'
Modi seeks truce

over hate remark

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India's Congress leader Rahul Gandhi yes-
terday joined a protest inside parliament

Living for only
26 more hours

The woman who awoke after being

OBAMA'S IMMIGRATION PLAN

Republicans block it
at House symbolically

premises against the hate speech by a fed-
eral minister targeting religious minorities.
Rahul, Congress party vice president,
joined opposition members who had
black clothes thrown across their mouths
demanding junior minister Niranjan

Jyoti's dismissal,

Jyoti at a rally here on Monday said that
people would have to decide whether they
wanted a government run by 'ramzyada’
(the children of Ram) or 'haramzyada'’
(illegitimate children). Such comments
were seen as an attack on minorities.

"We are not allowed to speak inside the
House. It is the mindset of the top leaders
of the country that democratic conversa-
tion should not be allowed," the 44-year-

old Rahul said.

He and other MPs kept the black bands
on inside the Lok Sabha where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi urged the politi-
cal parties to accept Jyoti's apology and get
on with work. "When one of our col-
leagues asks for forgiveness, we should

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Congress MPs, led by party vice presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi during a protest at
the Parliament House in New Delhi

yesterday.
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declared dead on Thursday dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

She survived for nearly 26 hours after she had been declared
dead, leaving everyone in the dark about her identity.

The woman, believed to be around 45, breathed her last
at 4:00pm yesterday at Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

Around 2:00pm on Thursday, a doctor of the DMCH had
declared her dead and issued a death certificate. In a bizarre turn
of events, however, she moved her hands and legs three hours
later while being taken to the hospital morgue for an autopsy.

Confirming the woman's death, Dr Mushfiqur Rahman,
the hospital's deputy director, told The Daily Star that a
four-member committee led by Prof Enamul Karim of the
medicine department was formed to investigate Thursday’s
incident.

"The committee has been asked to submit its report
within three working days, " he said.

On Thursday, an honorary female doctor had declared
the woman dead when she was found to have no heartbeat,
physical movement and blood pressure.

"In preliminary investigation, we came to know that the
doctor reached her decision through casual testing methods
without using an ECG machine though the building has

Robber killed
in 'shootout’
with Rab

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Pirojpur

The leader of a robbery
gang was killed in an
alleged gunfight with Rab
men in Kawkhali of
Pirojpur last night.

Nazir Ahmed Sabuj, 40,
of Suktagar village under
Razapur upazila in
Jhalakathi, was the leader

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PRAYER TIMING  December 6

Maghrib 5-19
Esha  7-00

5-22
7-30

ERIC GARNER DEATH

Fresh protests erupt
across US cities

AFP, New York

Thousands of protesters clogged streets in
New York and other major US cities for a
second straight night Thursday to condemn
police killings of young black suspects.

The largely peaceful demonstrations
came as details emerged of another racially
tinged death.

America's largest city of 8.4 million again
saw bursts of outrage after a grand jury on
Wednesday decided not to indict a white
officer for the death by chokehold of an
unarmed black father-of-six.

Demonstrators blocked roads, tunnels
and bridges, with many of them shouting "I
can't breathe"” -- the words that heavy-set

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL
Do you agree with the
Transparency
International's global

asthma sufferer Eric Garner, 43, gasped survey that corruption rose

repeatedly as police wrestled and held him in Bangladesh?
to the ground during his arrest in July for @ Yo m— (92%)
selling un-taxed cigarettes.

@ hom (8%)

Video of the arrest has been aired repeat-
edly on TV. Garner, a father of six, died of
what was called a heart attack.

TOTAL VOTES: 168
TODAY'SPOLL

Dozens of people were arrested in Do you agree with BNP
Thursday's rallies, the New York Times leader Mirza Fakhrul Islam
reported, quoting police. Alamgir that the relation

Demonstrations were also held in between Bangladesh and
Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore the USA has been affected
and Washington DC, where they snarled due to disparaging remarks
traffic near the White House as President by some ministers?
Barack Obamalit the national Christmas tree. L ERSE CASTYOLRNOTE XY

As helicopters hovered above, thousands {
SEE PAGE 11 COL5
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DIGITAL EINSTEIN PAPERS

Journey through the life
of great scientist

Online archive contains
5,000 documents
from his early hfe

It is a treasure trove of letters,
notebooks, post cards and papers
charting the life of one of the
world's greatest ever scientists.

A mammoth collection of 5,000
searchable documents from Albert \
Einstein's earlier years is being made

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

AFP, Washington

In a symbolic rebuke to US President Barack
Obama's unilateral action on immigration,
the Republican-led House of
Representatives voted Thursday to block his
plan to shield millions of people from
deportation.

The bill, which passed 219-197 along
party lines, was introduced by conservatives
furious with what they consider Obama's
abuse of power when he announced his
executive order last month.

But it is unlikely to reach the floor of the
Senate, where Obama's Democrats remain

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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