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Signing
unlikely

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The three key deals that were supposed to
be signed by the Saarc member countries
at the 18th Saarc Summit in Kathmandu
are unlikely to happen.

The three agreements are: Saarc Motor
Vehicles Agreement for the Regulation of
Passenger and Cargo Vehicular Traftic
amongst Saarc member states, Saarc
Regional Railways Agreement and Saarc
Framework Agreement for Energy
Cooperation (Electricity).

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Md
Shahidul Haque revealed this at a press
briefing in Kathmandu after the first day
meeting of Saarc Standing Committee,
scheduled to end today.

The cabinet of Bangladesh and India
had approved the deals.

There is strong intent and political
commitment among the member states in
favour of signing the deals. But some
countries are yet to complete the internal
process. So these deals are unlikely to be
signed, he told the press.

The summit is scheduled for November
26-27.

The foreign secretary, however, said
efforts were on to complete the internal
procedures. "Let us see.”

He said almost half of the agendas for
their Saarc Standing Committee, com-
prised of the Saarc foreign secretaries, had
been taken care of in the first day of the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

DANGEROUS JAYWALIKING

Pedestrians in groups cross Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue dodging traffic yesterday, ignoring
two large signs asking them not to do so. The traffic policeman on duty there appears
helpless. Insef, people waiting for buses in the middle of the avenue at the intersection
often blocking the left turn for vehicles coming from Panthapath. Buses pick up and drop
off passengers there even though it is not a designated bus stop.
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think
six-month jail or Tk 200 in
fine is enough to stop
jaywalking?
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'Sajid's wife' trained
JMB women 1in India

Detectives say after her arrest in Dhaka;
5 suspected militants including Pakistani

held in Ctg, Rohingya link being probed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Form safe food
authority in

3 months
HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Day labourer's
son abducted
for ransom

Criminals threaten to
traffic him to Malaysia

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

TOTAL VOTES: 265

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think that
Myanmar government would
grant citizenship to its
Rohingya Muslim
minority after the United
Nations resolution?
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Banned militant outfit Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) trained its women operatives in India and the wife of
prime accused in Burdwan blast case was the chief trainer,
detectives said yesterday.

Fatema Begum, wife of detained IMB commander Sajid,
and three others were arrested with explosives from the
capital's Sadarghat area on Saturday, they added.

"Fatema was the chief trainer. She used to train the group's
women at Burdwan's Shimulia madrasa which has only 50 students,”
Commissioner Monirul Islam of Detective Branch told the press yesterday:.

The three other arrestees -- Abdullah Kazi, Isharat Ali Sheikh and
Shawkat Sarder -- joined JMB between 2004 and 2005 and had links with
Sajid, believed to be the chief of IMB's political wing.

Detectives said the arrests were the outcome of information exchange
between law enforcers of Bangladesh and India. Fatema's name is said to
have been significantly mentioned by a team of India's National
Investigation Agency, a federal body probing the Burdwan case, during

A human-trafficking gang has allegedly
kidnapped a son of a day labourer in
Ukhia upazila and threatened that he will
be sent to Malaysia forcefully if his family
fails to pay them Tk 50,000 as ransom.

Ismail Hossain, son of Mir Ahmed of
Gayalmara village, was picked up when he
was going to his village mosque in the
morning of November 9, victim's mother
Monoara Begum alleged.

The next day, she got a phone call from
the kidnappers who demanded the ran-
som and issued the threat.

Monoara in her general diary filed with
Ukhia Police Station on Saturday alleged
that Shafi Alam and Ramjan Ali of the
same village abducted and took her son to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

The High Court yesterday directed the government to form a
decision-making authority and a council in three months to
implement Nirapad Khadya Ain (Safe Food Act) 2013.

On complying with the order, the government has to
submit a report to it within the period, said Justice Mirza
Hossain Haider and Justice Md Ataur Rahman Khan
responding to a writ petition.

A further order will be delivered on the matter on March
1, the HC bench said.

The law provides for a five-member safe food authority,
“Bangladesh Nirapad Khadya Kortripokkho®, to take deci-
sions and actions needed to stop food adulteration, peti-
tioner's counsel Syed Mohidul Kabir told The Daily Star.

The government has also been ordered to form a 28-
member national safe food management advisory council
titled “Jativa Nirapad Khadya Byabasthapona Upadeshta
Parishad” in accordance with the law to coordinate actions
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WAR CRIMES TRIAL
Verdict in
Mobarak

case today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T h e |
Internation
al Crimes
Tribunal-1
is set to
deliver
today the
verdict in
the war crimes case against
Mobarak Hossain, a leader
of Brahmanbaria Awami
League, for his alleged
crimes against humanity
during the Liberation War.

The alleged "Razakar
commander” faces five
charges of crimes against
humanity and genocide
committed in 1971,

The 64-year-old, now
behind bars, served as the
AL organising secretary of
Mugra union unit of
Akhaura upazila for 16 years
until 2012,

He was allegedly
involved in murder, abduc-
tion, confinement, torture
and looting homes of their
valuables while serving as a
member of Jamaat-e-Islami
in 1971, according to the
charges pressed against him.

After fixing the date for
delivering the verdict yester-
day, the Tribunal-1, headed
by Justice M Enayetur
Rahim, asked the prison

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Nizami appeals
to SC against
death penalty

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-
Islami chief
Motiur
Rahman
Nizami
yesterday
challenged
the death |
penalty
awarded to him by a war
crimes tribunal for his
crimes against humanity
committed during the
Liberation War.

In his appeal filed with
the Supreme Court, Nizami
claimed himself innocent
and sought acquittal on the
eight charges he was found
ouilty.

[International Crimes
Tribunal-1 on October 29
handed him the death pen-
alty on four charges of war
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Hitler painting sold
at 1.30 lakh euros

AP, Berlin

Awatercolour of Munich's old city hall believed to have
been painted by Adolf Hitler a century ago was sold for
130,000 euros at an auction in Germany on Saturday.
Kathrin Weidler, director of the Weider auction
house in Nuremberg, said the work attracted bid-
ders from four continents and went to a buyer from
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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