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UNIVERSAL CHILDREN'S DAY

Improved children rights are
urgently needed in South Asia

KARIN HULSHOF
N November 20, 1989, the
world agreed that rights of

O children needed to be pro-

tected. The resulting Convention on
the Rights of the Child is ratified by a
record 191 States. It is the world's
promise to children everywhere. The
year 2014 marks 25 years since the
[Inited Nations General Assembly
adopted the Convention on the Rights
of the Child.

The Convention has inspired and
guided national legislation, policies
and programmes to respect, protect
and fulfil child rights in South Asia.
Yet, pervasive poverty and inequities
prevent millions of children in South
Asia from living in dignity and reach-
ing their full potential.

On this 25th anniversary we ask
ourselves, what else can we do to trans-
form the lives of children in South
Asia? The response is getting children
and their mothers health services, good
nutrition and proper toilets. We also
need to provide quality schooling and
create opportunities for their future.
And the good news is that we have the
knowhow and innovative approaches
to make positive changes in the lives of
children in South Asia.

In South Asia, Unicef's priorities
for 2014-17 are ambitious and vitally
important to the development of this
region. We envisage that 10 million
additional children, especially girls,
will attend school at primary and

lower secondary level. The percentage
of girls who are married before age 18
will be reduced. The neonatal mortal-
ity rate will be reduced from 32 to 25
per 1,000 live births. South Asia will
have no new polio cases. In addition,
120 million individuals will no longer
practice open defecation, and 12
million children will be saved from
stunting and its consequences.
Achieving these results and improv-
ing children lives is urgently needed
to transform the future of South Asia.
QOur region is at the epicenter of
the global stunting crisis. Over 63
million children under-five are
stunted; we are talking about 38% of
all the under-fives in the region. The
most recent data indicate that over
one-third of South Asian women 15-

49 years old are underweight or
anemic, two conditions that play
against women's health, leading to
the high incidence of low birth
weight in South Asia (28%), and
perpetuate the inter-generational
transmission of stunting.

South Asia is also the region with
the highest numbers of people who
defecate in the open: more than 680
million people don't use toilets.
Sanitation has a strong connection not
only with personal hygiene but also
with human dignity, well-being, public
health, nutrition, education. Children
under five are the most vulnerable to
the effects of poor sanitation.

Last week, Unicef convened a
regional conference called Stop
Stunting to call attention to the effect

Sakib's huge achievements

NABILA IDRIS

heart in Khulna city last week.

Before my husband reads that
and has a minor cardiac event, I ought
to explain the object of my affection is
a child. This personable young boy,
Sakib, 15, is nearly the same age as my
brothers, which may be one reason 1
was immediately drawn to him. Also,
I was interviewing beneficiaries of a
NGO project, and he was the only one
who replied to my diffident, “Would
you mind if I ask you your salary?”
with a cheerful, “You can ask because
it's not like you'll take it away!”

I know when we in the NGO indus-
try talk about project beneficiaries we
tend to vacillate between the absolute
positive - ‘They got a cow... and now
their lives have changed completely’ - to
the absolute negative -- 'The communi-
ties suffer from... they are crying out for
our targeted support to achieve sustain-
able development',

Sakib's life is not like that. Yes, his
family received support; yes, this has

I think I left a tiny portion of my

significantly improved his living stan-
dards; but no, unlike many other
beneficiaries, he has not returned to
school. He explained, “I was about to
sit for the class eight exam when, due
to sudden financial difficulty in the
family, I stopped studying. What's the
point of studying if I can't use it to
earn a living? We all have to eat.”

Article 32 of the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child notes that
every child has the right to be pro-
tected from economic exploitation,
and not perform any hazardous or
harmful work. Easier said than done.
The reality is, in Bangladesh, there are
7.9m working children between 5-17
years of age, many of whom drop out
of school to earn a living. One of
them, Sakib, now works as a cleaner
in a famous Khulna hotel.

At this point, I know we all want to
feel pity for him. But 'pity’ would be
the wrong emotion because that is not
at all how Sakib views himself. His
enthusiasm was infectious, "We used
to be deprived children, now we
aren't. No work is too small. I used to
feel this hotel is such an important

place, would 1 ever get to go there?
And now I work there! It's a huge
achievement!”

It is important to understand the
lived reality of many of the child
labourers working around us because
this insight can change our behavior
towards them. Any disrespect meted
out to him as 'just another cleaner’
not only hurts his feelings, it shoots
down the very basis of his achieve-
ment and self-worth. Although never
rude to them before, when I returned
to the hotel after this conversation, I
noticed myself being extra courteous
to the support staff. I know who
deserves credit for this,

I do not wish to idealise the plight
of child labourers, nor look at poverty
through a sentimental lens. Both are
social ills that deserve our urgent
attention. My reason for sharing
Sakib's story on Universal Children's
Day is to humanise the many faces of
poverty we come across regularly.
While many may revert to a default
reaction of 'pity' for people in these
situations, 1 believe it is possible to
balance respect for their considerable
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that if South Asia is to make signifi-
cant strides in reducing child stunting,
greater investments will be needed to
improve results in three key areas:
child feeding, women's nutrition and
household sanitation.

In South Asia, more than 2 million
children die before their fifth birthday
and these deaths are preventable. 38%
of all the region's children have
chronic malnutrition. And South Asia
is one of the riskiest places in the
wortld to become pregnant or give
birth, with the second highest number
of maternal deaths worldwide. Far too
many children get married, and far
too many girls are never born due to
son preference.

Therefore, a large scale response is
not only necessary, it is urgently
needed to stop stunting, end open
defecation, bring millions of children
into the class rooms, reduce neonatal
mortality and end child marriage.

On this special occasion, our
appeal is a call to join forces so that
no child -- boy or girl -- in South Asia
sees his life or her opportunities
undercut because of persistent depri-
vations.

Borrowing the words of children
“we are not the sources of problems;
we are the resources that are needed
to solve them. We are not expenses;
we are investments, We are not just
young people; we are people and
citizens of this world.”

The writer Is Regional Director, Unicef South Asia.

achievements with an active effort to
eliminate child labour. There is no
excuse to look down on people, sym-
pathetically or otherwise, who fight
adversity and conquer it to the best of
their abilities.

In the course of the interview,
Sakib told me he lives in a slum
where forty families share two primi-
tive toilets that have no running water.
He grinned and added, “Queues form
in front of them in the mornings!” 1
confess [ did not immediately see the
humour in the situation, so I offered
to follow up on it soon.

He shook his head, “Even if the
toilet problem doesn't get solved, |
don't have any regrets. The rent is low,
there's a field nearby, the environment
is good. 1 like it. Other people live in
worse houses. They survive, don't
they? So, I don't have regrets. Recently,
they put two street lights there, and
that is a huge achievement!”
Sometimes even small victories can be
very huge achievements.

The author is Senlor Officer, Research, Policy &
Practice {(FSL), Save the Children in Bangladesh.

GOLD SMUGGLING

Will Bangladesh be a
permanent transit point?

M. AMINUL ISLAM AKANDA

that this year the total amount of gold haul is likely to cross the

previous record of 520 kg in 2013, It was only 25 kg in 2012,
Almost 300 kg gold is smuggled via our territory per day, which is about
eight times our domestic demand. Gold seizure has become routine at our
international airports in Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet. This confiscation
is a loss for smugglers, who smuggle more to recover it. How our country
will compensate for the losses is a critical question.

Smuggled gold that enters our country is rarely used for domestic con-
sumption. Our domestic demand is about 12 metric tons annually, which
is mostly met from gold carried by our expatriates from Singapore,
Malaysia, Dubai and other Middle Eastern countries. If 100 of 10,000 expa-
triate passengers bring the permitted amount of 300 grams each, under
baggage rule, a daily inflow of 30 kg could sufficiently meet our local
demand in addition to the recycled amount. It was reported that some 660
kg entered through declaration in April 2014, If the smuggled amount
enters our small market, won't that lead to a market failure? Apparently, smug-
gled gold goes to the giant Indian markets which fulfill the 1,500 metric tons of
annual demand there. Smuggling has increased farther after a gradual rise in
import duty in India since mid-2012.

The government of India raised tariff on gold to 10% in August 2013 aftera
frequent step-up from 2% in July 2012, aiming to check rush in gold import
during a severe current account deficit in 2012, Its gold import was over $50
billion, which was equivalent to 3% ot GDP. This tariff barrier cut its mer-
chandise import sharply to 19 metric tons in November 2013 from 162 met-
ric tons in May 2013. Accordingly, India became the world's second largest
gold market in 2013 from its largest status earlier. Meanwhile, smuggling
returned to India after 23 years, and increased at a high rate as reported in the
Indian dailies. Moreover, the smugglers also managed our corrupt officials of
customs, police and civil aviation for sending illegal consignments to India. We
are recognised as a gold smuggling route in local and international media.

Meanwhile, our government has put restrictions on legal inflow of gold in
the national budget for 2014-15. It has raised the duty to Tk. 3,000 per bhori
from Tk. 150 per bhori. The ceiling of non-taxable ornaments was also cut from
200 to 100 grams. This policy change corresponded to the Indian policy to save
our legal domestic inflow. However, it has almost blocked our legal channel,
because of which smuggled gold is now sold in the local market, too. The smug-
gler to the Indian market gets a comparative margin of Tk, 325,000 per kg for
non-taxed entry into Bangladesh. It was reported on April 2 that a kg of gold smug-
gled to India leads to a net margin of more than Tk. 200,000. If such a large profit
margin intensifiesitis likely to negatively impact our economy.

The Indian gold market is said to be becoming comparatively lucrative
due to fall in gold's domestic price, despite a large fall in international
price. The price of 10 grams of gold in the Indian market came down by
only Rupees 4,000 -- from Rupees 30,000 in September 2011 to Rupees
26,000 in November 2014 -- whereas it fell from $660 to $400 in interna-
tional market. The ornamental jewelry and religious festivals created
demand for which smuggling increased over the past two years in the larg-
est but currently protected market,

There are 14 syndicates involved in gold smuggling to India via
Bangladesh, as per a report in a local newspaper a few months ago. The
level of smuggling is expected to rise as India has so far not hinted at reduc-
ing import duty on gold, and a kg of gold today is reported to earn profits
larger than that of five kg in the past.

The payment for gold entering our country is mostly made through
hundi business, which also expands our black economy. If half of the $5
billion for 100 metric tons smuggled gold is paid from our sources, it will
add at least $2 billion to capital flight a year. The smugglers find it easy in
an economy with high inflow of remittances. Also, repayment against gold
1s often made with goods by Indian counterpart like cattle for bullion. In
spite of the intricate route of domestic and international smugglers, our
customs and police officials often seize gold consignments. Reportedly,
many of our government officials are also arrested for their alleged involve-
ment with the smuggling network.

Gold smugglers will lose incentives of using our territory if at least 5%
of their consignments or 15 kg can be seized daily. No godfather has so far
been arrested, and most of the arrested carrier persons were also freed on
bail. Nevertheless, we expect to stop smuggling through our airports
because they are protected zones. In this regard, some digital vigilance,
strong police-custom alliance and participatory incentive would increase
gold seizure. We expect a political pledge for extensive regulatory enforce-
ment to put an end to gold smuggling.

G OLD smuggling in Bangladesh has reached such an alarming stage

The writer is Assoclate Professor and Chalrman, Department of Economics, Comilla University.
Email; akanda_ai@hotmail.com

North South University

The only Bangladeshi university where all teachers have foreign Master’s or
Ph.D. degrees primarily from USA, Canada, UK and Australia

Admission : 2015

Applications are invited for admission into the following degree
programs in Spring Semester starting in January 2015

Application Deadline:
Admission Test -

18"December, 2014 till 4:00 p.m.
20" December 2014 (Written+ Viva) at 10:00 A.M.

Master of Develoﬁpment Studies

A degree program for Development Management Professionals
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Admission Requirements

Investing in businesses might seem like the only way to
e get a return. But is it? Think again. Investing in the
ey education of street children can result in a greater

b a | return. This year on Universal Children’s Day, you have
the opportunity to change a child’s life, Jaago
Foundation has taken the initiative to build 5 new
schools all around the country. Take the pledge to
change our future on 20th November.

This year #InvestInFuture.

Where would you rather invest?
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A four-year Bachelor or a three-year Honors degree or a Master's degree in the field
of Economics, Business, Environmental Studies, Social Welfare, Sociology,
Anthropology, Political Science, Public administration or other related subjects from
any recognized university.

At least Second Class (45% or above) or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on a 4-point scale in
all exams.

MS in Economics

Minimum Admission Requirements
M A four-year Bachelor or a three-year Honors degree or a Master's degree in Economics
or in related disciplines from any recognized university.
At least Second Class (45% or above) or a minimum CGPA of 2.5 on a 4-point scale in
all exams.

Special Features
Faculty members with PhD from reputed Universities with strong research background.
Financial aid for deserving students
Evening & weekend classes.
Fully automated and digitalized central library
NSU degree is globally accepted for higher studies & job placement,
Honors/Master's (appeared) candidates may sit for the admission test but must submit
mark-sheets before admission.
Written test waived for candidates with undergraduate CGPA of 3.7 or above from N5SU.
Course Waiver and Credit Transfer based on academic background.

Application forms are available for Tk. 1000 from Southeast Bank, UCBL, Bank Asia, One Bank,
NCCBL, IFIC Bank, Bashundhara Branch or may be downloaded from the NSU website and
submitted with a Pay Order of Tk. 1000 from any bank in favor of North South University. A
complete application includes: (i) application form (duly filled in);{ii) two passport size
photographs (attested); (iii) clean copies of certificates and mark-sheets (attested).

For Further Information, Please Contact

Department of Economics
Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229
Phone: 880-2-55668200 Ext 1814/1815;
Email: economics@northsouth.edu

www.northsouth.edu




