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EMBANKMENT LIES WITHOUT REPAIR FOR FOUR MONTHS

Saline water floods aman
fields in Kalapara

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Over 100 acres of aman
paddy land at Nizampur in
Kalapara upaizla under the
district have been flooded
with saline water that
entered through the dam-
aged part of a flood control
embankment on the
Ramnabad River under the
influence of full moon
during the last one week.

"I cultivated Aman paddy
on five areas of land that
total captured by saline
water which entered
through the damaged part
of the flood control dam.
We are very worried as salin-
ity affected aman paddy is
being mildewed," said Md
Hafez Fakir, a farmer.

Solaiman Sharif, another
farmer of the same area, said
they were supposed to reap
aman paddy after 15 to 20
days but they became frus-
trated as the fields got
flooded with saline water.

"About 300 metres of the
embankment collapsed into
river in the rainy season. In
September, we formed a
human chain at Kalapara
upazila parishad premises,
urging the authorities to
repair the embankment but
in vain. Finally saline water
entered the paddy fields
through the damaged part of

the embankment,” hesaid.
The near ripe aman
paddy would be saved if the
authority repaired the 300
metres of the damaged

embankment, said Abdul
Maleque Akon, chairman of
local union parishad.

Md Shafi Uddin Ahmed,
executive engineer for

Patuakhali Water
Development Board, said
they could not repair the

embankment in time due to
lack of fund.
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Saline water entering
through the damaged
embankment at Nizampur
in Kalapara upazila under
Patuakhali district floods
the nearby aman fields.
Inset, an affected aman
field gets mildewed.

Robbers Kkill college girl,
injure two in B'baria

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A college girl was killed and
two others were injured in
an attack by a gang of rob-
bers during a robbery inci-
dent at Islamabad village in
Sarail upazila of the district
early yesterday.

The deceased., Ratna
Akter, 19, daughter of
Osman Mia of the village,
was a first-year BBA (Hons)
student at Islampur Degree
College.

Police quoted deceased
family members as saying
that a gang of armed robbers
entered the house by cutting
grills of a window and kept
the house members hostage
at gunpoint.

Later, the gang looted
gold ornaments, mobile
phones sets and other valu-
ables from the house.

The gang attacked Ratna
and two of her family mem-
bers when Ratna cried for
held from another room of
the house. They stabbed her
in the head, chest and stom-
ach and fled the scene along
with the booties.

Ratna succumbed to her
injuries on way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
while the injured, including
her father Osman Mia, were
undergoing treatment at
Sarail Upazila Health
Complex.

Being informed, police
went to the spot, recovered
the body and sent it to
Brahmanbaria Sadar
Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Contacted, Mohammad
Abdul Haque, officer in-
charge (investigation) of
Sadar Police Station, said
they have already arrested

four people for their alleged
involvement in the robbery.

UNB adds: Robbers
looted valuables from a
house at Tirashi village in
Dakkhin Surma upazila on
early Friday.

Locals said a gang of
robbers stormed into the
house of Delwar Mia at the
village at around 4:30am
and tied up three family
members.

They looted Tk3 lakh,
three tolas of gold ormna-
ments and three mobile
phone sets from the house.

Two people, including
Afsa Begum, 47, and
Sumaiya, 15, were injured as
they tried to resist the gang.
Being informed, police
rushed in and chased the
robbers. They, however,
managed to flee with the
booties.

Trader rescued 10 hours
into abduction

Two kidnappers arrested in Benapole

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

A cattle trader was rescued
ten hours after his abduc-
tion from Putkhali area
under Benapole Port Police
Station on Friday.

Police also arrested two
abductors Sakkarul Ali, 30,
son of Khorshed Ali of
Goyra village, and Abdul
Mannan, 32, son of

Nasiruddin Mia of
Kagojpukur village under
the police station.

Apurbo Hasan, officer in-
charge (OC) of Benapole
Port Police Station, two
abductors picked up Sarwar
from Putkhali cattle market
at gunpoint around
11:00am.

Later, the gang members
phoned the victim's family
members and demanded Tk

5 lakh as ransom for his
release.

Following a complaint
lodged by Sarwar's family
members with the police
station, the law enforcers
raided Putkhali area, track-
ing the abductors cell-
phone numbers and rescued
Sarwar from there around
9:00pm, the OC added.

Police also arrested two
kidnappers from the spot.
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Rubber garden workers join a programme at Kabukpara in Bandarban district yesterday
demanding payment of their three months' arrear salary. They also demanded removal of
Md Shafiqur Rahman, an overseer of Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board.

Schoolboy
electrocuted

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Chuadanga

A 15-year-old boy was elec-
trocuted at Mosquepara
village in Sadar upazila of
the district on Friday night.

Deceased, Fahim Hasan,
15, son of Tutul Haque of
the village, was a Class IX
student at Chuadanga V]
Government High School.

Police quoting witnesses
said Fahim and his friends
used to play Badminton at a
filed near his house every
evening.

He came in contact with a
live electric-wire while dis-
connecting the cable from
the main line to switch-off
the lights around 10:00pm.

Locals rushed him to
Sadar Hospital where the
doctors declared him dead,
said Munshi Asaduzzaman,
officer in-charge of Sadar
Police Station.

An unnatural death (UD)
case was lodged with the
police station, added the
OC.

Auto-rickshaw
driver found
murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A 'missing' CNG-run three-
wheeler driver was found
murdered in Erendah area
under Raiganj upazila of
Sirajganj district yesterday.

The deceased is Md
Jahangir Hossain, 30, son of
Tazim Uddin of Chak-
Monarpurvillage.

Jahangir went out of
home with his vehicle on
Friday morning and he went
missing, said Md Rezaul
Haque, officer in-charge of
Raiganj Police Station.

Being informed, police
recovered his body from
beside Dhaka-Sirajganj
highway in the area around
9:00am yesterday and sent it
to Sirajganj General

Hospital morgue for
autopsy.
A gang of muggers might

have strangled Jahangir and
later took away his vehicle,
said the OC.

Woman held
with Yaba

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

Police arrested a woman
drug peddler along with 200
Yaba tablets in Chanchra
Raipara area under Sadar
upazila of Jessore district on
Friday night.

The arrestee is Zobeda
Begume,35, wife of Zafar
Sheikh of the area.
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Two housewives
killed for 'dowry'

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Two housewives were killed
allegedly for dowry in Sadar
and Gouripur upazilas on
Friday.

The bodies were sent to
Mymensingh Medical
College and Hospital
(MMCH) morgue for
autopsy.

In Sadar upazila, Mazeda
Begum, 32, wife of farmer
Bachchu Miah of Patnipara
village, was beaten up alleg-
edly by her in-laws follow-
ing a feud over dowry at
night.

The incident took place
when Bachchu Mia was not
at home, said police.

Critically injured Mazeda
died on way to MMCH, said
Abu Md Fazlul Karim, offi-
cer in-charge of Kotwali
Police Station.

In another incident, a six-

month-old pregnant
woman was beaten to death
allegedly by her husband for
dowry at Amapara village
under Gouripur upazila.

The dead is Nasreen
Akhtar, 19, wife of Sohel
Akthar, a private job holder
of the upazila, said police.

Nasreen married Sohel
10 months ago. After the
marriage, Sohel and his
parents used to torture her
for dowry.

Following an altercation
over the issue on Friday
afternoon, Sohel and his
family members hit Nasreen
with heavy sticks, leaving
herdead on the spot.

Police arrested Sohel and
his mother, said OC
Mohammad Ali Sheikh of
Gouripur Police Station.
The arrestees were yesterday
produced before a court that
sent them to jail, he added.

BRTC bus catches
fire, 5 injured

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

A passenger bus of the state-
owned Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation
(BRTC) caught fire due to a
mechanical fault in
Dharmadas area in the city
of Friday.

At least five passengers
received minor injuries
while trying to get down
from the bus hurriedly. They
were given primary treat-
mentatalocal clinic.

Abdul Qader Jilani, offi-

cer in-charge of Kotwali
Police Station, quoting
witnesses said the CNG-run
Panchagarh-bound bus
from Bogra was carrying at
least 50 passengers.

It caught fire around
5:00pm.

The fire originated from
the engine of the bus due to
a mechanical fault, the OC
added.

Being informed, two fire
fighting units from Rangpur
Fire Service and Civil
Defence Station rushed to
the spot and doused the fire.

Boy burnt alive, 5
makeshift hotels
gutted in fire

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Dxinajpur

A teenage boy was burnt
alive and five roadside make-
shift hotels were gutted in a
fire in housingmore area of
the town yesterday.

The deceased, Md Aynul
Haque, 16, son of Abdul
Khaleque of Nishchintapur
village in Sadar upazila, was
an employee of a hotel
owned by one Md Sultan
Ali.

Quoting locals, station
officer of Dinajpur Fire
Service AKM Morshed
said the fire originated at
the kitchen of Sultan;s
hotel at around 5:30am

and soon engulfed the
adjoining makeshift
hotels.

Being informed, fire
fighters rushed to the
spot and and extin-
guished the fire around
7:00am. They later recov-
ered the Aynul' charred
body.

Md Altaf Hossain, officer
in-charge of Dinajpur
Sadar Police Station, said
some local influential men
built the makeshift hotels
in the area beside
Dinajpur-Dhaka highway
since the Islami Bank
Hospital started its func-
tioning five years ago.

SNIPPETS

Kid drowns

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

A nine-year-old boy was found dead in the Sangu River in
Madhyam Para area of the district yesterday. The deceased
was identified as Kai Thoaikwa Marma, son of Bathing
Marma of Rajbari area. Family sources said he went miss-
ing on Friday morning when he went to take bath in the
river. Later, fire service divers from Chittagong recovered
his body from Sangu yesterday morning.

Indian clothes seized

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

Members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) seized
Indian sarees, three pieces and medicines worth Tk 32.5
lakh from Amrakhali area of the district on Friday. Major
Liaquat Hossain, deputy commander of 26 BGB Battalion,
said on secret information, the border guards raided the
area in the morning and seized the smuggled goods.
However none was arrested in this connection, he said. A
case was field.

Boy falls from tree, dies

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Chuadanga

A nine-year-old schoolboy died after falling from a tree at
Gaidghat village in Sadar upazila on Friday afternoon. The
deceased was identified as Nirob Hossain, son of Jalal
Uddin of the village and a class two student at Gaidghat
Government Primary School. Locals and Police said Nirob
climbed a jackfruit tree for collecting leaves but accidentally
fell to ground after breaking one of its branches. He died on
way to Rajshahi Medical College and Hospital.

4 maunds of jatka seized

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali,

Detectives in a drive seized four maunds of jatka (hilsa fry)
at toll plaza in Patuakhali Bridge area on Friday night.
Police said a gang of fish traders was loading the jatka in
Meghna paribahan, a passenger bus on Kuakatat- Dhaka
road. On information, DB police seized the hilsa fry kept
in two cartoons from the rooftop of the bus. Later, the
fishes distributed among poor people and six local
orphanages in the town in presence of Executive
Magistrate Md Alamgir Hossain.

3 arrested with phensidyl

LINB, Narail

Detective Branch (DB) of police arrested three drug ped-
dlers along with 147 bottles of phensidyl at Sitarampur
Bhanga Bridge in Sadar upazila on Friday. The arrestees are
Rony Islam, 30, son of Amirul Islam, a resident of
Shalgharia village in Sadar upazila, Alam Khan, 32, son of
late Ayon Uddin of Srikantapur village in Atgharia upazila,
and Joynal Hossain, 42, son of late Jafar Ali of Krishnapur
village in Sadar upazila of Pabna. Acting on a tip-off, a
team of DB police conducted a drive in the area and inter-
cepted a microbus at around 8:00am. Later, police arrested
the trio and seized the 147 bottles of phensidyl syrup from
the vehicle. Rezaul Karim, officer-in-charge of Sadar Police
Station, confirmed the incident.
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The traditional Ras Mela at Betila in Manikganj Sadar
upazila attracts a good number of visitors on Friday. The
15-day fair will continue till November 22.
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