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stories behind the news
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on SIX charges

War tribunal hands Khokon Razakar for his gruesome crimes
| FOUND

Harris among 9
new accused

Third charge sheet submitted
9 years after murder

WaSIM BIN HABIB, MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN
and TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

GUILTY
on 10 charges

5-20 YEARS' JAIL
on 4 charges

He massacred young and old, women and children alike.
He considered neither their age nor faith while carrying out
atrocities in Nagarkanda of Faridpur during the Liberation
War.

He and his men even shot dead a two-year-old baby girl
in her mother's lap, supposed to be the safest of places for a

6We don't

STAEF CORRESPONDENT Hossain, Sheikh Farid, Abdual Jalil and . child. The girl's family was fleeing when the “self-
Abdus Salam. knﬂw n proclaimed” Razakar and his gang opened fire on them at ACQUITTED
Harris Chowdhury, former premier Khaleda  vyith them, the number of charge- ma Goaldi village of Nagarkanda on May 31, 1971,
ih}? lI:"mIEriItiEEll Segﬁtal‘}'aﬁnd S}ﬁhet I\"rll;.fl}n‘:'r sheeted accused in the case has now risen to What n- Around 43 years after he committed the savagery in cold Df 1 charge
riful naque owdhury have De€en 35 fram 10inthe original charge sheet. SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 DETAILS ON PAGE 2
charged with the 2005 murder of former SAMS Kibria, thegn an np%nﬁiﬁnn law- < 1:131' Fhe ..............................................................................
finance minister SAMS Kibria, maker, was assassinated in a grenade attack 1nves tlgﬂtlﬂﬂ

The two are among the nine named in the
third charge sheet submitted by the CID to
Habiganj District and Sessions Judge's
Court yesterday.

The rest are district BNP General
Secretary GK Gaus and Huji members Hafez
Yahiya, Abu Bakar Md Karim, Delwar

while addressing a rally in Habiganj on
January 27, 2005. The blast also killed
Kibria's nephew Shah Manzur Huda, local
Awami League leader Abdur Rahim and two

others.
Kibria's son Dr Reza Kibria expressed his
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

is going on

Testimony Hard to catch
of torture

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

;Khokon Razakar now ‘lives in Sweden’

. TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

REZA KIBRIA

Just vanished

M ABUL KALAM AZAD

. Khokon Razakar, handed down death penalty for war crimes in 1971, seems

- far off walking the gallows, as he remains holed up abroad.

*  Although a prosecutor and an investigator claimed to have seen him in

- Sweden last year, the government said they do not have specificinformation

. on the whereabouts of the 70-year-old BNP leader, casting a shadow on the

. hopes of justice seekers.

*  Even if his location in Sweden could be traced, it would not be easy to

- bring him back from the European country due to the absence of extradi-
He testified against Khokon in the . tion treaty and the country's stance against deporting someone convicted of

International Crimes Tribunal-1, . death, legal experts said.

SEE PAGE 2 COLS5

Jibon Das had to renounce his faith to
escape the atrocities of Khokon Razakar
and his gang. But it was not enough for
him. He later left home with his family
and took refuge in India.

“I had to think about the safety of my
young nieces,” Jibon told this newspaper
over the phone in choking voice.

Poof and he vanished. The man who enjoyed so much power and
amassed so much illegal wealth during the BNP-Jamaat rule between
2001 and 2006.

And for eight years there has been no trace of Harris Chowdhury,
political secretary to then prime minister Khaleda Zia and joint secre-
tary general of the BNP.

Neither law enforcers nor his party men have any clue where the
convict is. Some speculate he is hiding in India while others believe he
has left India for a third country, probablya European one,

According to multiple sources in the police and intelligence agen-
cies, Harris fled to Karimganj of Indian Assam state soon after the mili-
tary-backed government took over on January 11, 2007, after months of
violence centring parliamentary elections.

“Harris has some relatives in Karimganj and hid there until Awami
League returned to power in 2009,” said an intelligence agency official

wishing anonymity.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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INDEPENDENT
PRESENTS

Starts
TODAY...

Keep your eyes on the TV
every hour from 11.57AM

PM unwell;
trip to Italy,
UK cancelled

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

POWERED BY
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has cancelled her
scheduled trips to the UK
and Italy on November 16-
20 due to ailments.

“She is indisposed. She
visited the Combined
Military Hospital, Dhaka
for a check-up today
[Thursday],” a highly
placed source at the Prime
Minister's Office told The
Daily Star.

The PM, he added, has

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Ex-envoys of
Dhaka, Delhi
meet today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

SME Bank of the Year &
Women Entrepreneurs’ Friendly Bank of the Year

Mutual Trust Bank Ltd. (MTB) rejoices along with its
customers, shareholders, stakeholders, regulators, patrons
and well-wishers, on receiving the SME Bank of the Year and
Women Entrepreneurs’ Friendly Bank of the Year Awards.

The recognition was made at the 'SME Banking Award
2014' ceremony jointly organized by Bangladesh Bank and
the SME Foundation. With this achievement, MTB becomes
the first-ever best SME bank of the year for its contribution to
the development of small and medium enterprises (SMES).

The first India-Bangladesh
High Commissioners'
Summit which aims to
broaden the two nation's
bilateral ties further will be
held in the capital today.
The summit will begin
at 9:00am at Nabab Nawab
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The university's
Department of
International Relations and
India-Bangladesh
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you can bank on us

www.mutualtrustbank.com

(Based on Islamic Shariah, the first of its kind in Bangladesh)




