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[t's reigning men, hallelujah!

N the land of the
THE SOUND | free, it is only fair
& THE FURY that students should

be free to do as they
wish. They should be
free to occupy seats in
halls and terrorise others
who do not subscribe to
their warped worldview;
free to not show up in
class, even though their
education is being
heavily subsidised by
our taxpayers and even
though there are hundreds of thousands who
would have given anything to be in their place;
free to harass, threaten, assault, rape or abduct
whoever they want, whenever they want, with-
out any repercussions beyond a light slap on
the wrist (if that); free to 'terrorise' in the name
of 'activism;' free to shamelessly put to shame a
long and rich history of students' activism in
the country; free, really, to eschew values of
peace, justice, democracy and solidarity -- ideals
that this country was founded on -- for the
ruthless pursuit of power.

It is only fair that, in this glorious land of the
free, jorjaar, mulluktar (might is right).

There are many amongst us who were sur-
prised, scandalised even, at the events that took
place on November 5 in front of Shahidullah
Hall -- that a prominent photographer of this
country and his two nieces (one a reputed
animal rights activist herself and the other a
former IBA student) were beaten and abused,
their clothes ripped, by a group of young men
of DU. That instead of showing repentance,
they chose to confront those who wanted to
protest the attack in front of the Shaheed Minar
on Monday, verbally abusing the protestors,
spreading offensive quips about the assault
victims and going so far as to take off their
shoes and pointing them at the latter. But, given
the glorious past and present of the reigning
student wing, was it really all that shocking?

Our higher educational institutions have long
been hostage to the vicious power play of student
wings of major political parties. They have exer-
cised unbridled power for decades now, influenc-
ing everything from getting a dorm bed to enroll-
ing in a decent course. With successive govern-
ments, successive students' wings have come to
dominance, but their philosophies when it
comes to violence, repression and autocratic role
remain oddly similar, despite their professed
differences in ideologies. For years now, they
have been harassing and abusing students as well
as dissenting teachers and admins, extorting
different groups of people, halting examinations,
causing havoc on campus, openly using firearms
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and turning the campus into a battlefield to
decide who will reign over it. These cadres appear
to think that violence against women is in their
job description, perpetrating rape and sexual
assaults with almost complete impunity. One
only needs to refer to Jahangirnagar's infamous
“Century” Manik -- a Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) leader, who openly bragged about his
100+ rapes, but was never punished, despite a
strong movement against rape by students and
teachers -- to drive home the point.

With complete control of BCL in most cam-
puses, its cadres have become more fearless
than ever. Most have the unspoken blessings of
the administration, This month alone, they
have beaten up aspiring candidates protesting
the DU's decision to disallow them from
appearing twice in the entrance examinations,
in broad daylight. Not only was no action taken
against such hooliganism, but the university
administration all but defended their actions by
stating that the protestors causing havoc were
being funded by outsiders. Rumour has it that

They have exercised
unbridled power for
decades now, influencing
everything from getting a
dorm bed to enrolling in a
decent course.

the administration itself approached BCL to rid
it of the trouble caused by the protestors. The
administration's apathetic attitude to the attack
on Beg and his family also raises eyebrows.
Why did the provost fail to stop unruly dissent-
ing students at the Shaheed Minar? Why was
the VC so conspicuously absent from a protest
to save DU from terrorism? Why did the pro-
vost defend the BCL cadres in a talk-show by
asking if Beg and his family were doing oshalin
(vulgar) things?

It has long been established that members of
reigning student wings are exempt from serious
administrative and criminal punishment. Most
cases of violence by BCL members go unre-
ported, but among the 21 cases that were filed
against them in Shahbagh Thana over the past
one year, not even one case was investigated.
According to a Bengali daily, 13 BCL men
indicted for the killing of Biswajit Das, two of
whom received death sentence, have still not
been arrested by the police, despite reports that
they can be spotted in Jagannath University
campus. The impunity enjoyed by BCL cadres

can be summarised by a casual if cocky com-
ment made to me by a BCL sympathiser --
“Write as much as you like, but no one can
touch BCL men now!”

It seems that even complete control over the
campus is not enough to stop BCL from dis-
rupting the educational activities of universities.
Since the January 5 elections, the competition
for resources, prestige and power has led to
unparalleled level of in-fighting within AL. Two
groups of BCL are now fighting for dominance
in Chittagong University, holding the whole
student body hostage with strikes and internal
violence. The situation is so out-of-control that
the flustered university and local administra-
tion is resorting to the help of political leaders,
including the prime minister herself, to rein
them in and bring peace back to campus.

It goes without saying that bipartisan teach-
ers and administrators themselves have encour-
aged and buttressed the terrorist activities of the
different cadre groups. It is also true that the
hooliganism of student wings has been institu-
tionalised and naturalised to such an extent
that a student is forced to pay homage to ruling
cadres if he to succeed, or at any rate, survive,
within the campus; in other words, the terroris-
ing politics and practices of student wings have
been given structural validity by subsequent
governments and administrations.

Student activism is vital to any educational
institution; universities should be the hotbed
for intellectual and ethical debates, progressive
politics and egalitarian practices. Although
leftist and progressive student activists struggle
on a daily basis to highlight and challenge
injustices within and outside the institution,
their good work is overshadowed by the
destructive activities of cadres. In most
instances, the cadres deliberately condemn
progressive student politics and disallow demo-
cratic practices within the institutions, as is
obvious from the fact that there has been no
Dhaka University Central Students' Union
(DUCSU) election for over two decades.

A student wing is supposed to engage in
students' issues, but our student activists are
there to carry out the indispensible dirty work of
the political parties, from providing people at
mass rallies to taking over people's movements
like Ganajagoron Mancha. They have never had
the students' best interests at heart; rather, they
have systematically exploited the university, its
resources and its students to further the political
interests of their parties. It would be nothing less
than naive to expect them to practice democratic
values when their very existence rests on their
autocratic, terrorist nature,

The writer is a journalist of The Daily Star.

Food grain production: The challenges

M. SHAHE ALAM

ESPITE high pressure of population

on land and other natural resources,

Bangladesh has made remarkable
progress in national food production over the
last three and half decades. Although the
country has achieved near self-sufficiency in
food grain, continued population growth and
the extreme scarcity of land raise the challenge
of sustaining the gains. With the past
remarkable production growth performance in
food grain sector, the country barely made a
dent towards improving its food security
condition because of population growth of
nearly 1.38% per annum.

Think-tank economists postulate that,
because of population and income growth, the
demand for cereal foods (especially for rice) is
expected to rise by over 1.5% per annum for the
next few decades. An estimate clearly indicated
that by the year 2020, 37 million tons of food
grain will be required for a projected population
of 172 million. It is, therefore, presumed that
Bangladesh would probably face an enormous
challenge over the next decade in achieving food
self-sufficiency and ensuring food security for all
individuals and groups. In a subsistence-oriented
agrarian economy such as Bangladesh's, domes-
tic food production has an important role to play
in the quest for food security. As such, the obses-
sion with rice and cereals is evident amongst the
policy makers in the country.

Potential challenges: The shrinking availabil-
ity of land for crop production is a challenge
for the economy. Gradual decrease of cultivable
land on one hand and increased population on
the other, coupled with degreasing natural
resources and competitive world market have
put Bangladesh in a daunting situation.
Domestic food production remains susceptible
to various natural hazards (e.g. floods, drought,
cyclone, submergence etc.), thereby perpetuat-

Fig. 1: Production and Import of food grains over the years

40
35

30 +
25

Million ton

1980-81 1985-86  1990-91

el

1995-96

1999-00 2005-06 2010-11

2011-12

® Production ™ Import

ing the threat of major production shortfalls,
inadequate food availability, and vulnerability
from fluctuations in prices. In fact, natural
disasters and Bangladesh have become almost
synonymous in recent times. Bangladesh is
considered to be one of the most vulnerable
countries among the developing countries in
the world, and more vulnerable than its neigh-
bours.

Nevertheless, with the exploitation of full
potentiality of cereal (especially rice) produc-
tion, the government still has to import huge
amount of food grains to meet the crisis during
natural disasters.

Records of food import data for the last
decades indeed imply that, in a production
shortfall year due to natural calamities, import
requirement increases up to 5.5 million tons.
However, the given data for the period 1980 to
2012 show that although food grain production
increased during this long period amidst the
extremely vulnerable ecology, level of import
also kept pace with it; i.e. food grain import
increased -- ranging from 1.8 million tons to
5.5 million tons in different years (as shown in
the figure). In fact, imports of cereals continued

with substantial increase in different years,
mostly following poor harvests due to floods
and droughts. Import of wheat increased con-
sistently over time despite its increased domes-
tic production and the reduction in food aid in
recent years.

Production and availability of food grains
through proper utilisation of the limited
land in order to meeting the demand is a
great challenge for Bangladesh. Food supply
and availability, both at the household and
individual levels, remain a major concern for
the government. Since rice is the main staple,
food security critically depends on its adequate
availability and accessibility throughout the
year. However, frequent occurrence of devastat-
ing floods, droughts, cyclones etc. have caused
slower agricultural growth in Bangladesh,
resulting in disruption of the overall supply of
food grains. Therefore, it is necessary to
enhance food grain production through
increasing land productivity to meet the
increasing demand for food.

The writer is the former Chief Economist and Head of
Agricultural Economics Division, BRRI, Currently affiliated
with Dhaka based FAO of the United Nations.

Email: msalam_07@yahoo.com

APEC SUMMIT

Choosing between
FTAAP and TPP

MAHMOOD HASAN
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A PEC (Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation) members account
for nearly 40% of the world popu-
lation, approximately 57% of world GDP
and about 48% of world trade.

The theme for the Beijing meeting was -
“Shaping the Future through Asia-Pacific
Partnership” The summit focused on
three major topics - advancing regional
economic integration; promoting innova-
tive development, reform and economic
growth; and comprehensive strengthening
development in infrastructure and connec-
tivity. High on the agenda of this meeting
was the Chinese proposal to launch a study
on “Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific”
(FTAAP). The summit held from (9-11
November) adopted the proposal, with
some changes in the wording of the plan.

There is a disagreement between China
and US over the concept of free trade in
Asia-Pacific region. The Americans have
been backing another proposal titled
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) currently
being discussed by 12 countries, with the
conspicuous exclusion of China. The TPP is
considered the backbone of President
Barrack Obama's “rebalance” or “pivot” to
Asia. It is seen as an attempt to thwart
China's rise in the Pacific region. TPP has
both economic elements and security
components (meaning larger US military
presence in the region).

Washington's TPP plan had provoked
Beijing to flex its maritime muscle in the
East and South China Seas over the past
couple of years. Interestingly, TPP is not
attractive to several leaders because it is
dominated by US and smaller developing
economies seem wary about its benefits.

The Chinese FTAAP plan, some say, was
put forward to divert attention from the
TPP. Washington continues to push the
TPP and reportedly tried to block the
Chinese plan. At the Ministerial meeting
the American delegation however, suc-
ceeded in changing wordings of the FTAAP
concept. The Ministers agreed to launch a
“strategic study” from the Chinese call for
“feasibility study”. There is however no
mention when the study will be completed
orwhen FTAAP will be come into being.

On 11 November at the press conference
President Xi Jinping announced that the
Final Declaration was adopted with “exten-
sive and important” consensus. The leaders
have endorsed the Chinese plan and
roadmap for FTAAP. There is no mention of
TPP. The leaders have decided to advance
the FTAAP “in a comprehensive and sys-
tematic manner”,

President Obama's visit to Beijing (10-
12 Nov) was raised to the level of a state
visit with only two years left of his term
Obama will face a hostile Congress as the
Republicans will stymie his domestic poli-
cies. Obama will naturally be more focused
on foreign policy to leave an impact of his
presidency.

US confrontation with China over terri-
torial claims, cyber espionage and Asian
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security has strained relations between the
two largest economies of the world.
However, at the summit President Obama
welcomed rise of “prosperous, peaceful,
stable China”. There was no meeting
between President Putin and President
Obama which reflected the unusual ten-
sion existing between Washington and
Moscow over Ukraine. Russia is under
stringent economic sanctions from the
West, led by America.

The other major irritant, which could
have troubled the Meeting was the
strained relations between China and
Japan over the unmanned Diaoyu
islands in East China Sea. Japanese
Prime Minister Shizo Abe was in Beijing
for the meeting. But the before the sum-
mit Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio
Kishida met with his Chinese counter-
part Wang Yi and arrived at a four-point
principled agreement to improve bilat-
eral relations recognizing their different
positions over the Islands. Both sides
agreed to address political, diplomatic
and security issues.

This 'major step' actually set an enabling
atmosphere for Shinzo Abe and Xi Jinping
to have a positive bilateral meeting on 10
November. President Xi in a sense lectured
and reminded Abe of the four political
documents signed between China and
Japan. Xi urged Abe to "do more things
that help enhance mutual trust ..... and
play constructive role in safeguarding the
region's peace and security . Clearly, China
does not want Japan to play the American
card in East China Sea.

Also it was interesting to follow
President Xi Jinping pledge of $40 billion
to develop the “Silk Road Economic Belt”.
However, as a non-APEC country
Bangladesh was represented by President
Abdul Hamid at the summit. President
Hamid said Bangladesh would like to join
APEC. He pointed out that BCIM-EC has
the potential to open up opportunities for
social and economic progress for millions
of poor and marginal communities of the
region.

China appears to be slowly asserting its
economic might in world diplomacy. Its
geopolitical reach is growing. This was
President Xi Jinping's first major interna-
tional exposure since he took over the reins
of China in 2013. He steered the summit
skillfully and had the FTAAP adopted
through consensus. President Xi summa-
rized the four achievements of the summit:
launch of study over FTAAP; Statement on
the 25th anniversary of APEC; new
momentum for innovation, reforms and
growth; and, laying the foundation for
connectivity in the Asia-Pacificregion.

All these achievements are supposed to
boost regional economies. Indeed further
growth of China, the second largest econ-
omy of the world, will have multiplier
effect in pulling up the economies of
neighboring economies through connec-
tivity and trade.

The writer Is former Ambassador and Secretary.
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’ Impraving business, improving lives

Request for Proposal

Katalyst is a market development project that aims to contribute to increasing the
income of poor men and women in rural areas. It does this by facilitating changes in
services, inputs and product markets, which in turn increases the competitiveness of
farmers and small enterprises. Katalyst is co-funded by the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC), the UK Government, and the Danish
International Development Agency (Danida). It is implemented by Swisscontact under
the umbrella of the Ministry of Commerce, Government of Bangladesh.

Katalyst is looking to finance innovative ideas in the following issue:
Sub-facilitation for implementing market development interventions related to
“Promotion of Balanced Application of Fertiliser through relevant government

Katalyst invites interested consulting firms, international and local non-governmental
organisations, with associated experience to submit innovative project proposal on
this issue. The Request for Proposal and templates for submitting the proposals are
available at: http://www.katalyst.com.bd/abtus_procurement.php
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