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Tank lorry
goes up

in flames

Tailback on Dhaka-
Tangail highway

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Traffic movement on the
Dhaka-Tangail highway
remained suspended for
nearly four hours after a
lorry carrying octane
caught fire on the premises
of a highway-adjacent
filling station at Basail
upazila yesterday.

The fire broke out after a
Dina Enterprise bus hit the
lorry on the premises of
Nahid Filling Station
around 8:15am, said
Mohammad Abu Zafar,
assistant director of Tangail
Fire Service and Civil
Defence.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Flames rise high as a bus
rams an octane-laden
lorry parked at a filling
station beside the
Dhaka-Tangail highway
at Guilla of Basila,
Tangail. Hundreds of
vehicles remained
stranded, inset, for hours
on the busy highway due
to the fire.
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RAB 'SHoOoOTOUT

Two killed in
Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Two alleged robbers were killed in a "shoot-
out” with Rapid Action Battalion in
Chandpai range of the Sundarbans in
Bagerhat yesterday.

The dead are Emdadul Hawlader, 34, and
Saiful, 24. Emdadul was the ringleader of a
robbers' gang, locally known as "Daroga
Bahini" and Saiful was its member.

On information that a group of robbers
were gathering on a trawler at the Arubaria
canal in Chandpai range near the
Andharmanik camp, a team of Rab-8 raided
the area around 6:50am, said Lt Col Faridul,
commanding officer of Rab-8.

"Sensing the presence of the law enforc-
ers, the robbers opened fire on them
prompting Rab to retaliate. The gunfight
continued for about 35 minutes," he said.

Manik, a Rab member, was also injured
in the incident.

The bullet-riddled bodies of Emdadul
and Saiful were found from the spot, Farid

SEE PAGE 10 COL 3

7 MONTHS OF ORDEAL IN IRAQ

16 Bangladeshis
kidnapped?

BELAL HOSSAIN BIPLOB

FORMALIN TEST KIT

BSTI terms it
1naccurate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 16 Bangladeshi migrant workers in Iraq were allegedly abducted
from a camp and taken to a confinement site by some locals yesterday.

They are among the 180 Bangladeshi workers who have been languish-
ing at a camp in Najaf city without any job in the restive country for the last

seven months.

The Bangladesh mission in the violence-ridden Middle East country
denied the allegation and said the 16 might have been taken away by their
employers so that they could be sent home.

The workers at the camp claimed that some locals led by Haider, man-
ager of their employer Abu Torab Housing Project, forcibly took away the
workers from their camp around 9:00am local time.

“The Iragis came in a microbus in the morning and took 17 of our fellow
workers, including engineer Siddique, saying they would be sent back to
Bangladesh,” Abdul Latif, one of the stranded workers, told The Daily Star
over the phone in the afternoon yesterday.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Formaldehyde Meter Z-
300, a kit in use for
detecting formalin in
food items for more
than two years, is
found to have been
producing inaccurate
results, says Bangladesh
Standards and Testing
Institution (BSTI).

after testing the kit at its own laboratory.

Prosecution's
submissions
too sloppy

War crimes tribunals
reprimand lawyers
again for mistakes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

FREE TRADE ROADMAP

AFP, Beijing

China-backed move
wins APEC support

Both the war crimes tribunals yesterday
expressed disappointment with the prose-
cution for their lack of preparation and
sloppiness leading to several mistakes in
the documents they submitted.

While the International Crimes
Tribunal-1 advised a prosecutor, saying
“legal profession is no easy deal”, the
tribunal-2 asked another to do homework

and then come to court.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific”.
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$6b online sales
in 15 hours!

REUTERS, Hangzhou

Alibaba Group Holding Ltd said more than $6 bil-
lion of goods have been sold so far during its annual
Singles' Day online shopping frenzy, as customers
jumped on heavily discounted goods to send sales

surging past 2013's record high.
More than 39 billion yuan ($6.4 billion) worth of
goods was sold on the e-commerce giant's websites
SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

An Asia-Pacific summit yesterday endorsed a Beijing-backed route towards a vast
freetrade areain the region, host Xi Jinpingsaid, callingita "historic" step.

At the same time the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meet-
ing saw a flurry of diplomatic activity, with Russia's President Vladimir
Putin -- often criticised by the West -- meeting his US counterpart Barack
Obama and, separately, Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott.

A day earlier Xi had met Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, in the first
formal leaders' meeting for nearly three years between the Asian neigh-
bours, who have an often difficult relationship.

China has been keen to underscore its rising trade and diplomatic clout
during the summit, at a lakeside venue north of the Chinese capital, and Xi
said the bloc had "approved the roadmap for APEC to promote and realise

He called it a "historic" step reflecting the "confidence and commitment of
APEC members to promote the integration of the regional economy”, and sym-
bolising "the official launch of the process towards the FTAAP".
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Only DB to
1nvestigate

7-murder
SC exempts CID
from probe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court has
exempted the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) from probing the
Narayanganj seven-murder
case.

The apex court passed
the order yesterday after
hearing two separate peti-
tions filed by the attorney
general's office on behalf of
the state,

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam had
moved the pleas, saying
two separate agencies like
the Detective Branch of
Police and the CID cannot
simultaneously investigate
the same criminal case as

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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