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BURDWAN BLAST PROBE

NIA team due
in a day or two

Another key accused arrested
M RAHMAN and M ABUL KALAM AZAD

-

Driver killed, 7
car hijacked

Criminals in guise of cops V.. il T RS
handcuffed him before shooting v g I

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a day or two, a three-member team from
India's National Investigation Agency (NIA)
arrives in Dhaka to learn about “activities”
ofbanned militant outfits in Bangladesh.

The NIA officials are making the visit
against the backdrop of October 2 Burdwan
blast probe and arrest of persons allegedly
linked with Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB).

In the second major breakthrough in the
blast case, the agency yesterday arrested
Amjad Ali Sheikh in Birbhum district of
West Bengal,

It had recently announced reward for
information leading to the arrest of Amjad,
suspected to be the main supplier of chemi-
cals for explosive devices manufactured by a
Burdwan terror module.

His arrest came three days after Sajid,
stated to be a Bangladeshi national and a
JMB leader, was apprehended by West
Bengal police near Kolkata airport.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

A group of armed criminals posing as cops shot dead a
driver and hijacked the car he was driving from the capital's
Banasree area early yesterday.

The victim is Faruk Kha, 32, who hailed from Bagerhat.
He was on his way to deliver the private car imported by
Manten Motors to a customer's house at Banasree.

Police recovered the bullet-hit body of Faruk and a pair of
handcuffs attached to his right wrist. His other wrist was
free. The handcuffwas inscribed with "police”.

Quoting witnesses, Mahbubur Rahman Talukder, officer-in-
charge of Rampura Police Station, said a group of criminals ona
white private car waylaid Faruk's golden colour car near
Banasree Central Jame Mosque around 2:50am. Impersonating
police, they forced him to get out of his car and handcuffed him.

The criminals shot him twice as he resisted them from
taking away the vehicle, the OCsaid.

On information, a police patrol team rushed there. They \ s
recovered the body and sent it to the Dhaka Medical College - : . _
Hospital morgue for an autopsy. Police yesterday recovered the cuffed body of a driver with bullet wounds at Banasree of Rampura in the

capital yesterday. Griminals posing as law enforcers shot him and took away his car.
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Obama in Beijing as big-power

government should allow
BNP to hold political

Sinohydro to do the Tk 8,708cr job

An alleged criminal was
killed in a “shootout”

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia in a meeting last night
called upon members of
her council of advisers to
get more involved in the
BNP-led alliance's upcom-
ing anti-government move-
ment with their intellectual
ability.

The advisers urged
Khaleda not to repeat the
past "mistakes" made in
2013 and to strengthen the
party's ties with the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Jubo League
leader hurt

rivalries take APEC centre-stage

US President Barack Obama is greeted by Chinese
President Xi Jinping as he arrives for the APEC
Summit banquet in Beijing yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

between Rab and his aides
in Sandwip upazila of
Chittagong yesterday:.

Deceased Mosharraf
Hossain, 33, was son of
Mohammad Siddique of
Bauria village in the upazila.

Rapid Action Battalion
claimed Mosharraf was the
ring leader of a robber gang
named after him. “The
gang is committing robber-
ies in the area.”

AHM Moshiur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Sandwip
Police Station, said
Mosharraf stood accused in
over a dozen criminal cases,
including robbery and
firearm possession.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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The government last night signed a Tk
8,708-crore river training deal for the
Padma Bridge project with Sinohydro
Corporation Ltd, which has already earned
a bad reputation due to its delay in complet-
ing the Dhaka-Chittagong highway expan-
sion project over the last four years.

The Chinese firm will deal with checking
erosion, maintaining navigability and
dredging more than 11-km area in the river
near Jajira and three-km area at Mawa under
a four-year agreement.

Project Director Shafiqul Islam and
Deputy Chief Engineer of Sinohydro Lyu
Liushel signed the agreement at the
Bangabandhu International Conference
Centre in the capital.

River training is the second most expen-
sive component of the government-
financed %3 billion Padma Bridge Project. It

was the final agreement of the seven compo-
nents of the project.

Sinohydro faced strong criticism for its
pitiable performance in the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway expansion project,
which it had won in 2010 by submitting the
lowest bid. However, it has been demanding
additional money in violation of the con-
tract which the government did not meet.
The government rather has been putting
pressure on the company to finish the job.

However, the Chinese firm started the
expansion work in full swing only last
month after bagging the river training job,
sources in the Ministry of Road Transport
and Bridges said.

Earlier on November 4, the government
had entered a Tk 383.15 crore deal with a
joint venture of six companies for the super-
vision consultancy job of the Padma Bridge
Project. Under the four-year deal, the joint

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

programmes in the capital to
show its democratic nature?
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TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think it was justified
for the government to claim
that it has done more than
half the job of Digital
Bangladesh by 2021?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
\ www.thedailystar.net _J
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AFP, Beijing

in 'gunfight
T 1 . The leaders of China and Japan held an ice-breaking
TAFF CORRESPONDENT ; ;
summit yesterday after two years of dangerous animos-
ity, as world leaders including Barack Obama gathered
for an Asia-Pacific meeting spotlighting intensifying
big-power rivalries,

Xi Jinping and Shinzo Abe met in Beijing's Great Hall of
the People in what the Japanese prime minister said was a
"first step" towards repairing the fractured relationship
between the world’s second- and third-largest economies.

US President Obama flew in still wounded by the
Democrats' defeat in the US mid-term elections and
with relations between Washington and Moscow in

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

A local Jubo League leader
who sustained bullet inju-
ries allegedly during a
gunfight with police in the
capital's Kalabagan area
was arrested yesterday.,

Police recovered a pistol,
10 bullets, two magazines
and a motor cycle from his
possession,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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Virus that makes

people stupid

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A virus that infects human brains and makes us
more stupid has been discovered, according to
scientists in the US.

The algae virus, never before observed in healthy
people, was found to affect cognitive functions
including visual processing and spatial awareness.

Scientists at Johns Hopkins Medical School and
the University of Nebraska stumbled upon the
discovery when they were undertaking an unrelated
study into throat microbes.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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METRO RAIL

Draft law gets
cabinet nod

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday approved the draft of the Metro Rail
Bill 2014, which deals with land acquisition, operation and
control of the project.

The project cost has been estimated at around Tk 220
billion, of which the government will bear Tk 54 billion and
Japan International Cooperation Agency (Jica) Tk 165
billion.

The metro rail service will operate from Sector-3 of
Uttara to Bangladesh Bank in Motijheel. Trains will ply its
20.1-km route through 16 stations via Pallabi-Rokeya
Sarani-Khamarbari-Farmgate-Hotel Sonargaon-Shahbagh-
TSC-Doel Chattar and Topkhana Road.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5
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