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Farmer Ansar Ali plucks asparagus from his farmland at Bujruk Shokra village in Shibganj upazila of Bogra. At
least 20 farmers of the upazila are cultivating the nutritious foreign vegetable with technical support from the

Department of Agriculture.

Asparagus sees successful
farming in Bogra

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

Nutritious foreign vege-
tables like asparagus see
successful farming at
Bujruk Shokra village in
Shibganj upazila under
the district, thanks to
the initiative of farmer
Ansar Ali.

Ansar, now 062, started
asparagus cultivation on
seven decimals of land
with seeds collected from
the capital in 1997, fol-
lowing suggestion from
the agriculture officials of
the district.

After some initial set-
back, he saw success from
2000.

‘I cultivate 25 bighas of
land in winter and 20
bighas in summer for sup-
plying foreign vegetables to
some star hotels in Dhaka,
Sylhet and Chittagong. I get
Tk 5-6 lakh as yearly profit
by selling vegetables like
asparagus, pepper, capsi-
cum, sweet corn, hybrid
cabbage, and hybrid
onion”,

"With the earning, 1 am
running my family well and

purchased 13 bighas of
land. Besides, I have created
job opportunity for 40
locals at my farm”,
“Delegations from
foreign countries includ-
ing Japan visited my farm.
The Japanese team
expressed hope of large-
scale asparagus cultivation
in the area by providing
financial assistance and
quality seeds to the farm-
ers,” said Ansar Ali.
Encouraged to see his
success, at least 20 farmers
in the upazila are trying to

cultivate foreign vegetables
with technological support
from the Department of
Agriculture Extension, said
Shafiqul Islam, upazila
agriculture officer of
Shibganj.

For his outstanding
success in cultivation
foreign and local vegeta-
bles, Ansar Ali received an
award titled Bangabandhu
Jatiya Krishi Padak 1418
(Bangla year) and prize
money of Tk 3.5 lakh on
September 17 in 2011 from
the government.

PCJSS OBSERVES DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF MN LARMA

Demand for full execution
of peace deal reiterated

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

Chiitagong Hill Tracts
Regional Council Chairman
Jyotirindra Bodhipriya
Larma yesterday reiterated
the demand for full imple-
mentation of the peace
accord.

“Seventeen years have
elapsed, no proper initiative
has yet been taken for full
execution of CHT peace
deal,” said Bodhirpiya,
popularly known as Santu
Larma, while addressing a
meeting, marking the 31st
death anniversary of
Manabendra Narayan
Larma, founder of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS).

Jointly organised by the
CHT unit of Adivasi Forum
and MN Larma Memorial

Foundation in the hall room
of district Shilpakola
Academy, the meeting was
also addressed by Sneha
Kumar Chakma, member of
CHTRC, Arun Kanti
Chakma, sadar upazila
chairman, Mong Shanoo
Chowdhury, Bijoy Keton
Chakma, Shishir Chakma,
and Ranjit Dewan.

Santu Larma said the
government is going to set
up a medical college and a
science and technology
university in Rangamati
despite opposition from hill
people. If any unpleasant
incident takes place in the
region, the government will
take the responsibility, he
said.

He urged the government
not to set up a medical col-
lege and a university in

Rangamati before fully
implementing Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT) peace
accord.

Santu requested jumma
people to stay united to
realise their demands.

Earlier on the day, a pro-
cession was brought out
from the premises of
Rangamati municipality
office. Local unit of PCJSS,
Mohila Samity, Juba Samity,
Hill Women's Federation
and Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (PCP) joined the
procession.

PCJSS and its associate
bodies, different cultural,
professional and business
organizations placed floral
wreaths at the portrait of
MN Larma on the premises
of Shilpakola Academy.

In Bandarban, PCJSS and

its front organisations
observed the death anniver-
sary of MN Larma.

Addressing a memorial
meeting in the town, the
speakers reiterated their
demands for full implemen-
tation of the peace accord
and constitutional recogni-
tion of the indigenous peo-
ple in the hill region, reports
our correspondent.

KS MongMarma, mem-
ber of PCJ]SS central com-
mittee, was the chief guest at
the function.

Among others,
J umlianAm-l ai;
KhySwePrue, Dendohajalai,
and U Chaw Sing Marma,
spoke at the programme
with Sadhuram Tripura,
president of PCJSS
Bandarban district unit, in
the chair.
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Leaders and activists of PCJSS place wreath at the portrait of Manabendra Nayaran Larma (MN Larma), founder of the
organisation,on Rangamati Shilpakala Academy premises yesterday.
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A fatal
play

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Jamalpur

A seven-year-old schoolboy
accidentally hanged himself
while playing a 'hanging
game' with mates at
Baruamari Dakkhinpara
village in Lakkhirchar union
under Sadar upazila yester-
day evening.

Son of Babul Mia, Anik
was a class one student of
Baruamari Government
Primary School.

Police and locals said
Anik along with several of
his mates was playing a
'‘game of hanging' by turn
for amusement at a make-
shift warehouse of fuel
wood with a real noose.

When his turn came,
Anik, standing on a bam-
boo-made platform (locally
known as macha) set at the
warehouse, wore the noose.

Accidentally, his legs
slipped down from the
platform and he got really
hanged and died on the
spot, said Shajahan Kabir,
chairman of the union
parishad.

Being informed,
Mukhlesur Rahman, assis-
tant sub-inspector of Sadar
Police Station, visited the
spot.

BSF picks up
youth from

Thakurgaon
border

UNB, Thakurgaon

Members of Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) picked
up a Bangladeshi youth
from Beurjhari border in
Baliadangi upazila on
Sunday night.

The victim Muktarul, 20,
son of Lafiz Uddin, is a
resident of Barocharaigati
village of the upazila.

Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) offi-
cials quoting locals said a
BSF patrol team from
Barobillah camp under
Goalpukur police station
in Uttar Dinajpur district
in India picked up
Muktarul while he was
entering into the Indian
territory illegally around
7:30pm.

Contacted, Major
Nazmul Huda, operation
officer of the BGB
Battalion in Thakurgaon,
said they have already sent
a protest letter to their
Indian counterparts to
return to Bangladeshi
national.

Acid attack on
housewife in
Kuakata

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A woman sustained burn
injuries in an acid attack
following a feud over her
husband's second marriage
at Khajura village in Kuakata
area of the district on
Sunday.

The wvictim is Jahura
Begum, 35, wife of Alam
Fakir of the village in
Kalapara upazila. She is
now undergoing treat-
ment at Barisal Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College
Hospital.

Police and locals said a
gang, allegedly led by one
Salam and Mostafa, threw
acid on Jahura when she was
returning home from
nearby Shutki Palli (Fish
drying area) on the Kuakata
beach.

Hearing a hue and cry,
locals rushed to the spot and
rescued the woman.
However, the criminals
managed to flee.

She was later admitted to
the hospital in critical con-
dition.

Family sources said the
victim's husband Alam
Fakir recently married
another woman of the
same area and since then
second wife's relatives were
giving him pressure to
divorce Jahura but he
refused.

Being refused, they got
angered and hurled acid at
Jahura, said the sources.

Legal action would be
taken against the attackers
after filing of a case in this
regard, said Sanjoy Mandol,
in-charge of Kuakata Police

| Camp.

AL infighting leaves 25
hurt in Munshiganj

40 houses vandalised during clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

At least 25 people were
injured and 40 houses
vandalised during a clash
between two groups of the
ruling Awami League at
Baluchar village in
Sirajdikhan upazila of the
district yesterday morning.

Officer-in-Charge Abul
Bashar of Sirajdikhan Police
Station said the two groups-
one led by Baluchar union
Awami League President
Alek Chand Munshi and the
other by Vice-President of
the unit Nasir Uddin Molla-
-locked in a clash at around
8:00am to take control of
the union.

The rival groups equipped
with lethal weapons
swooped on each other,
leaving at least 25 from both
sides injured. At least 40
houses were also vandalised
at the village during the
clash that lasted for an hour.

Being informed, police
went to the spot, fired rub-
ber bullets and teargas
shells to bring the situation
under control. Locals said
there had been a longstand-
ing dispute between Molla
and Munshi over control of
the union. Yesterday's clash
was a sequel to the conflict.

Of the injured, Ashfaque
Sarkar, 35, Sirajul Sarker, 50,
Aslam Sarker, 40, Liton Sarker,
35, Kamal Hosen, 22, Shah

Ali, 25, Alamgir, 50, Amir
Hossain, 50, Didar, 30,
Belayet, 42, Akhter, 34,
Delowar, 35, Lipi Begum, 24
and Beauty Akhter, 25, were
admitted to the upazila health
complex while the rest to the
hospitals in Munshiganj town
and Dhaka.

People of Notun
Bhasanchar, Mollakandi
and Khashmahal villages
under Baluchar union are in
a state of panic. Police have
been deployed the area to
avert any further incident.

None was arrested in
connection with the
incident as of filing of
this report at 5:00pm
yesterday.
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One of the houses vandalised during a clash between two rival factions of Awami League
Baluchar union unitin Sirajdikhan upazila of Munshiganj yesterday.

RAPE OF JSC EXAMINEE
Police yet to arrest culprit

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Four days have passed,
police could not arrest the
youth who raped a female
examinee of this year's
Junior School Certificate
(JSC) examination in
Pirganj upazila of the dis-
trict on November 6.
Victim's family member
alleged that accused,
Ekramul Haque, 22, son of
Delwar Rahman of Jadavpur
village in Pirganj upazila,
fled to the capital where he
works at a garments factory.

On November 6, in
absence of her family mem-
bers, Ekramul entered the
room of the 14-year-old girl,
also a JSC examinee from a
local high school while she
was taking preparation for
the next day's JSC examina-
tion, police said.

Later, Ekramul raped the
girl gagging her mouth with
her scarf and fled the scene.

Lal Mia, father of the
victim lodged a complaint
with Pirganj Police Station
against Ekramul the follow-
ing day. Later he filed as case

with the police station on
Sunday.

The victim girl along with
her family members went to
at her maternal grandfa-
ther's house at adjacent
Akuberpara village, as they
were felling insecure,

Expressing his frustra-
tion, Lal Mia alleged that the
law enforcers are seemed
reluctant to arrest the rapist.

Contacted, Israil
Hossain, officer in-charge of
Pirganj Police Station, said
they are raiding different
areas to arrest the accused.
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