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Qutside the compound of Motijheel Government Boys
High School, a large crowd of parents were waiting for their
children to finish the first day's JSC exams test yesterday.

Anxiety was writ large on their faces. They were worried
about how their children were faring in the exam. However,
they were more concerned about the fate of the upcoming
exams: whether those too will be postponed due to hartals
enforced by Jamaat-e-Islami.

Amid such apprehensions, Class-VIII terminal tests of
Junior School Certificate (JSC) and its madrasa equivalent
Junior Dakhil Certificate (JDC) examinations began yester-
day at 2,525 centres under eight general education boards
and one madrasa board. The JSC candidates appeared for
the Bangla first paper while JDC examinees for Quran
Mazid and Tazbid tests.

A total of 20,90,692 students -- 11,05,509 boys and
9,85,183 girls -- from 27,925 schools and madrasas have
registered for the JSC and JDC tests that were scheduled to
begin on November 2.

The authorities had to reschedule the tests because of two
spells of shutdowns called to protest the verdicts on Jamaat
leaders for their crimes against humanity during the
Liberation War,

The examinees said they did well in the tests. However, the
mental pressure caused by hartals sank their spirits, they added.

"After completing full preparation for a subject, I came to
know suddenly that the exam will be deferred because of
hartals. It just demoralised us," said Ankita, a JSC examinee.

Parents were anxious that more hartals would be / o
enforced next week as Muhammad Kamaruzzaman, a war i . . . L. ] i N _
crimes convict, might be executed. JSC examinees doing last-minutes panicky revision right on the stairs of a footbridge near the exam centre of Motijheel Govt Boys' High School & College around 7:30am
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4 yesterday. The examination would begin at 9:00am. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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A firefighter inspects the wreckage of a Gulshan hotel where an air conditioner
exploded yesterday. PHOTO: STAR
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“Tourists in groups never buy anything."  harsh and the crowds near the Trevi fountain s

Ignoring the large group of American tour-  are thinner than usual. Walking past his stall,
ists sauntering back towards his stall, Faisal 3 few stragglers in the American group slow
pulls out a photo of a boy from his wallet. down tolookat Faisal's shining "Chanel" and
“This is Sifat, my son. I send him to an "Prada" handbags arranged in neat rows on
English school and he's at the top of his theground, then shuffle on hurriedly.

class," the 30-year-old migrant from SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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