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Celebration of 3 million Solar Home Systems
under IDCOL Renewable Energy Program

5 November 2014 | Pan Pacific Sonargaon, Dhaka
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Established by the Government of Bangladesh, the journey of
IDCOL commenced in 1998 as a non-bank financial institution
(NBFI). Since its inception, IDCOL is playing a major role in
developing medium and large-scale infrastructure as well as
renewable energy projects in Bangladesh. The company now
stands as the leader in private sector energy and infrastructure
financing in Bangladesh.

Solar Home System Program:

IDCOL Solar Home System (SHS) program is the largest and
fastest growing off-grid electrification program of the world. The
program started in 2003 to ensure access to clean electricity in
the off-grid rural areas of Bangladesh and hence, supplements
the government’s vision of ensuring ‘Access to Electricity for All’
by 2021. Till August 2014, more than 3 million SHSs have been
installed across Bangladesh, covering a staggering 9% of the
country's entire population. In addition, the program has
contributed towards creation of more than 70,000 jobs, annual
saving on import of kerosene worth USD 175 million and
development of local support industries. The program is being
implemented through 47 Participating Organizations (POs)
including NGOs, MFIs and private sector companies. With
funding support from the World Bank, ADB, JICA, IDB, GEF, GIZ,
KFW, GPOBA, USAID and UKAID, more than 60,000 SHSs are
now being installed every month under the program. IDCOL has
a target to finance installation of 6 million SHSs by 2017.

Domestic Biogas and Manure Program:

IDCOL started its Domestic Biogas and Manure Program with
support from SNV, Netherlands and KFW, Germany in 2006. In
2012, the World Bank also joined to support the program. IDCOL
has already financed construction of over 34,000 biogas plants
through its 41 partner organizations and has a plan to install
100,000 such plants by 2018. Gas produced from these plants is
used primarily for cooking purposes in rural households. In
addition, an average biogas plant produces about 2.4 ton organic
fertilizer per year.

Improved Cook Stove Program:

IDCOL launched the ‘Improved Cook Stove Program’ in 2013.
With funding support from the World Bank, IDCOL plans to install
1 million ICSs throughout Bangladesh by 2016. Stoves under the
program will be very efficient emitting very little smoke hence will
reduce air pollution and will help to prevent health hazards.
Stoves under the program will also consume 50% less firewood
compared to traditional stoves.

Solar Irrigation Program:

Solar based irrigation system is an innovative, economic and
environment friendly solution for the agro-based economy of
Bangladesh. IDCOL plans to finance 1,550 solar based irrigation
pumps by 2017. Till date, IDCOL financed 191 solar irrigation
pumps of which 70 are already in operation. With the successful
implementation of the program, Bangladesh has tremendous
potential to gradually replace the existing diesel powered pumps
with solar irrigation pumps in the foreseeable future.

In addition, IDCOL also promotes and finances solar PV based
mini and micro grid projects, biomass and biogas based electricity
generation plants, solar based BTSs etc. The 100 kW solar
micro-grid project in the Sandwip island supplies electricity to 390
shops, 5 health centers and 5 schools. 7 more mini-grid projects
are under implementation. IDCOL has also financed 98 solar
BTSs, 9 biogas based and 2 biomass based power plants. By
2017, IDCOL has a target to finance 1,000 solar BTSs, 50
mini-grid and 130 biogas-based power plants.

Collaborative efforts of each stakeholder has made it possible for
IDCOL to get global recognitions for its renewable energy
activities. The Government with its vision and policy support, the
development partners with their experience and knowledge, the
POs with their root level access, the private sector with its
dynamism and IDCOL with its dedication and hard work have
contributed towards the successful dissemination of renewable
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