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Sachin could
have quit
earlier!

AGENCIES, New Delhi

He might be revered as the
'‘God of Cricket' but there
was a phase in Sachin
Tendulkar's awe-inspiring
career when the batting
maestro felt so "scarred”
and "devastated"” by the
Indian team's ineptitude
under his captaincy that he
wanted to completely move
away from the sport.

The 41-year-old former
batsman has finally opened
up about the dark days he
survived in a career which
spanned nearly two-and-a-
half decades in his autobi-
ography 'Playing It My
Way', to be released world-
wide on November 6.

"I hated losing and as
captain of the team I felt
responsible for the string of
miserable performances.
More worryingly, [ did not
know how I could turn it
around, as [ was already trying
my absolute best," recalls
Tendulkar in the book, the
first exclusive excerpts of
which are with PTL

"I confided in [wife]
Anjali that I feared there
was nothing more that |
could do to stem the tide of
defeats. Losing a string of
very close matches had left
me badly scarred. I had
given it everything and was
not sure that [ could give
even 0.1 per cent more.

"...It was hurting me
badly and it took me a long
time to come to terms with
these failures. I even con-
templated moving away
from the sport completely,
as it seemed nothing was
going my way," reveals the
diminutive right-hander in
the much-awaited book co-
authored by noted sports
journalist and historian
Boria Majumdar.

Juvetus on
top again

AFP, Milan

Champions Juventus
restored their three-point
lead at the top of Serie A
on Saturday with a 2-0 win
at struggling Empoli.

Andrea Pirlo and Alvaro
Morata got the goals for
Juve in the space of 11
second-half minutes in the
first meeting between the
two sides since 2008.

Parma, meanwhile,
moved off the bottom of
the table with a shock 2-0
home win over Inter, who
thus maintained their
record of never winning
three games consecutively
under coach Walter
Mazzarri.

Midfielder Paolo De
Ceglie grabbed both goals
for Roberto Donadoni's
side, in the fifth and 76th
minutes to secure the
team's second win of the
season. Roma slipped up
yesterday, costing the lead.

PSG close in
on Marseille

AFP, Paris

Unbeaten Paris Saint
Germain drew to within a
single point of Ligue 1
leaders Marseille on
Saturday with a come-
from-behind 2-1 win at
Lorient.

Lorient stunned the
champions with Raphael
Guerreiro's tight shot open-
ing the scoring on 42 min-
utes.

But Paris came back
early in the second-half
with goals from Edinson
Cavani and substitute Jean-
Christophe Bahebeck.

Marseille, who lost at
Lyon last weekend, have
25 points ahead of their
home game with Lens on
Sunday and PSG have 24,
as these two giants of
French football get ready
to go head-to-head in
Paris next weekend.
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City's derby delight

AFP, London

Manchester City reas-
serted themselves as
the dominant local
force as Sergio Aguero's
second-half goal
secured a 1-0 Premier League victory
over 10-man derby rivals Manchester
United on Sunday.

Both managers had claimed in the
build-up to the game that their team
was the biggest in the city, but it was
Manuel Pellegrini's City who prevailed
after Chris Smalling's brainless first-
half dismissal handed them control.

The United centre-back saw two
yellow cards after trying to block a clear-
ance by Joe Hart and then fouling James
Milner, and after seeing three penalty
appeals waved away, City eventually
took the spoils thanks to Aguero.

The Argentine’'s 63rd-minute strike
ended a run of three winless games for
City, who climbed back to within six
points of leaders Chelsea ahead of
Wednesday's crucial Champions
League meeting with CSKA Moscow.

Victory gave third-place City a fourth
consecutive league win over their neigh-
bours for the first time since 1970, and
left Louis van Gaal's United seven points
behind the champions in ninth place.

To compound matters, United lost
centre-back Marcos Rojo to a shoulder
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injury in the second half, but Van Gaal
will have drawn encouragement from
his side's dogged showing on a ground
where they lost 4-1 last season.

City were missing the injured David
Silva and received a late blow when
Aleksandar Kolarov was forced to
withdraw from the starting XI after
injuring himself in the warm-up, with
Gael Clichy comingin.

Angel di Maria twice forced City
back with crosses from wide on the
left, but from the first Adnan Januzaj
sliced off target and from the second
Robin van Persie headed wide.

Beneath autumnal sunshine, it was
a bitty start to the game, but mid-way
through the first half the home team
came to life and De Gea was obliged to
ride to United's rescue three times in
quick succession.

United weathered the storm, but
they gifted City the momentum when
Smalling was needlessly sent off in the
39th minute.

Having received a first booking for
standing in front of Hart as the City
goalkeeper looked to launch a clear-
ance, he foolishly flew in on Milner,
leaving referee Michael Oliver with no
option but to dismiss him.

United's ensuing reorganisation
saw Januzaj concede his place to
Michael Carrick, who made his first
appearance of the season.

It could have been even worse for
United, but Oliver twice rejected strong
penalty appeals from City - the first
when Marouane Fellaini kicked the back
of Aguero's foot, the second when Rojo
clattered Yaya Toure from behind as the
Ivorian sought to bring down a high ball.

United were forced into another
defensive reshuffle early in the second
period when Rojo had to be
stretchered off and given oxygen after
injuring his shoulder in a sliding chal-
lenge. Paddy McNair took his place.

Aguero saw another penalty shout
ignored after being clipped by Carrick,
but City's persistence paid off in the
63rd minute.

Toure found Clichy with a beauti-
fully weighted pass down the inside-
left channel and the Frenchman
crossed for Aguero to sweep home left-
footed from 10 yards.

With the home fans scenting blood,
City manager Pellegrini sent on Samir
Nasri and Edin Dzeko for the final 20
minutes.

Navas hit the post after a scuttling
run but United finished the game
strongly, with Hart blocking from Van
Persie and getting down well to save a
low right-foot shot by Di Maria after a
bulldozing Rooney run.

Toure almost made the game safe,
heading over in injury time, but
Aguero's goal proved enough.

Bayern overcome D'mund

AFP, Berlin
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league matches.

The defeat leaves Dortmund 16th in the

Arjen Robben converted a late
penalty on Saturday as
Bundesliga leaders Bayern
Munich claimed a 2-1 victory
over Borussia Dortmund, who
have now lost their last five

Cassano &
wife mock
Mazzarri

INTERNET

Antonio Cassano and his
wife relished their revenge
over Walter Mazzarri after
Parma beat Inter 2-0 on
Saturday night.

-
.

Wanderers

Argentine team- .

mates Marcos win AFC CL
Rojo (R) and AFP, Riyadh

Sergio Aguero

battle for the ball Western Sydney Wandﬂ:ers
i : became the first Australian
in yesterday's side to win the Asian
Manchester derby Champions League title on
at the Etihad Saturday after a goalless
Stadium. draw against Saudi giants Al

Hilal gave them a 1-0 aggre-
gate win in the final.

The Aussie side's vic-
tory stunned into silence
the 65,000 Al Hilal sup-
porters inside the King
Fahd International
Stadium, most of whom
had turned out in the host
team's blue and white
colours.

The win was a shot in the
arm for the Wanderers who
came into existence only
two years ago and had sur-
vived some tough games in
the tournament to reach the
final.

The Sydney club walked
away with the trophy
despite getting only one
clear shot at goal, which
was saved Al Hilal by goal-
keeper Abdulla al-Sdairy.

PHOTO: AFP

Barca slip

AFP, Madrid
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Luis Suarez's Barcelona home
debut ended in a shock defeat as

. @ ‘ Joaquin Larrivey’s solitary strike
‘ handed Celta Vigo a famous 1-0
. win the Camp Nou.

Real Madrid took advan-
I_FP tage of Barcelona's slip-up to

move top of the table as they
continued their free-scoring form with a 4-0
thrashing of Granada earlier on Saturday
and champions Atletico Madrid are up to
second as they eased past Cordoba 4-2 at
home. Just as in his debut defeat against
Real at the Bernabeu last weekend, Suarez
was left frustrated as Barca hit the wood-
work four times and were denied on several
more occasions by fine saves from Celta
goalkeeper Sergio Alvarez.

Neymar smashed an early dipping shot
off the crossbar, but Celta were enjoying
plenty of the ball and could easily have gone
in front if they hadn't been so wasteful with
the final ball.

Barca began to get going midway through
the first-half and only a stunning save from
Alvarez prevented Lionel Messi equalling
the record as La Liga's all-time leading scorer
as his first time hit from Neymar's cut-back
was turned behind.

Even when Messi did beat the Celta
'keeper moments later he was denied as
Jonny made an incredible sliding clearance
with a touch of fortune as the ball rico-
cheted to safety off his own crossbar.

to third

RESULTS

Atletico Madrid 4 (Griezmann 43, 58, Mandzukic 62, Raul

(Garcia 80) Cordoba 2 (Ghilas 53, 87)
Barcelona 0 Celta Vigo 1 (Larrivey 55)

Barca boss Luis Enrique introduced Xavi
and Pedro in an attempt to turn the game
around and from the latter's cross Suarez
had a golden opportunity to open his
account for the club when he headed
straight into the arms of Alvarez,

And they needed one last miracle from
Alvarez to seal the three points as he turned
behind a fierce effort from Suarez five min-
utes from time.

Sevilla passed up the chance to move top
of La Liga as they were beaten 1-0 away to
Athletic Bilbao thanks to Aritz Aduriz's
stunning early strike.

Barcelona's shock defeat had paved the way
for Unai Emery's men to take top spot, but they
were behind after just 12 minutes when Aduriz
smacked home Markel Susaeta's cross.

The Basques held firm in the second-half
to record their second consecutive win and
move up to 11th in the table.

Defeat leaves Sevilla in fourth, level on
points with Barca and two adrift of leaders
Real Madrid.

Atletico continued their own four-
match winning run going as Antoine
Griezmann struck his first two league goals
for the club to help Atletico to a 4-2 win
over Cordoba.
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table and amongst the relegation places as
Robben scored his sixth goal in his last six
games against Borussia to add to their misery.

With seven points from their first ten
Bundesliga games it is the worst start to a
league season in Dortmund's history.

They are also the only team in Germany's
top flight to have lost seven games this season.

Marco Reus gave Dortmund a first-half
lead only for Bayern's striker Robert
Lewandowski to score against his old club
before Robben converted an 85th-minute
penalty.

The Allianz Arena clash got off to a frantic
start as Robben and Dortmund's Henrikh
Mkhitaryan both clipped the woodwork in
the opening five minutes.

Reus, who Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge has admitted Munich want to
sign at the end of the season, headed home
an inch-perfect Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang cross on 31 minutes.

But with the lion's share of possession,
Bayern battered the Dortmund defence and
their goalkeeper Roman Weidenfeller kept
Borussia in the match with a string of saves.

The hosts drew level when Lewandowski
snapped up a loose ball on the edge of the
area and drove his shotinside the far post on
72 minutes.

Robben then broke Dortmund hearts
when he converted a penalty after Borussia
centre-back Neven Subotic held back
Bayern wing Franck Ribery in the area.

The win keeps Bayern four points clearand
there is now a huge 17-point gap between

Robert Lewandnwsici of Baye [huum)
celebrates his opening goal against

his former team yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Munich and Dortmund in the table.

Earlier, VIL Wolfsburg climbed to second
with a 4-0 hammering of VIB Stuttgart as ex-
Chelsea midfielder Kevin de Bruyne shone.

De Bruyne netted his first goal of the
season and created another two as Wolves
picked up their sixth straight win in all com-
petitions.

RESULTS

Mainz 05 1 (Okazaki 3) Werder Bremen 2 (di Santo 45-pen, 49)
Hanover 96 1 (Madlung 88-og) Eintracht Frankfurt 0

VB Stuttgart 0 VL Wolfsburg 4 (Perisic 15, 88, Knoche 45+1,
De Bruyne 48)

Hamburg 1 (Van der Vaart 26-pen) Bayer Leverkusen 0
Bayern Munich 2 (Lewandowski 72, Robben 85-pen) Borussia

Cassano had already
worked with the coach at
Sampdoria, but their rap-
port broke down com-
pletely at San Siro. Cassano
joined Parma in July 2013
and made no secret of the
fact he blamed Mazzarri for
pushing him out of Inter.

It's reported that on
Saturday night Cassano
went into the Inter locker
room after the game to
salute some of his former
teammates.

“Your coach makes you
play really well, eh?” he
said sarcastically to Juan
Jesus.

While this is only an
allegation in La Gazzetta
dello Sport, Cassano's wife
Carolina then took to
Twitter in order to lam-
baste Mazzarri.

She re-tweeted several
messages from Inter fans
who were calling for the
Coach to be sacked,
claiming he is “that don-
key who made Antonio
leave.”

She then wrote: “If you
live by the sword, you die
by the sword.
Goodnight.”
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