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Firefighters from their nest try to douse the flames inside a paint and chemicals warehouse

on the fourth floor of a building in Nawabpur in Old Dhaka last night.

Chemical
depot gutted
by fire

Nobody hurt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A fire destroyed a chemical
warehouse in the capital's
Nawabpur last night.

It originated on the
fourth floor of the six-
storey “"Khaddar Kutir” on
Nawabpur Road around
8:45pm when the country
was going through a black-
out.

Twenty-two fire engines
of the Fire Service and Civil
Defence (FSCD) fought the
blaze, which was doused
around 11:30pm. Nobody
was hurt, said fire service
officials.

Local resident Siraj Miah
said the building housed
hardware shops on the
ground floor, chemical
warehouses on the first,
third and fourth;

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

RICE MILL BOILER
Woman killed,
2 daughters
burnt

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A female worker was killed
and her two daughters
suffered burns in a boiler
blast at an auto rice mill in
Ashuganj upazila yesterday
morning,

The dead is Amena
Begum, 40, of Kishoreganj.
She used to live with her
children in a room of the
rice mill.

Amena was working in
the boiler room of Bulbul
Auto Rice Mill at
Sonarampur village.
Around 7:30am, the boiler
suddenly exploded, killing
Amena on the spot, Her
two daughters were injured
as they were living in a
room adjacent to the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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ME to open door if
BNP goes to power

Khaleda tells Natore rally

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
yesterday claimed she would
be able to open the manpower
market in the Middle East,
including the UAE, for
Bangladeshis whenever her
party returned to power.

She, however, said she
doesn’t want to be the coun-
try's prime minister again,

‘I'm on a movement now
to save the country, its people and their
voting and democratic rights. So, at the fag
end of my life, [ urge you all to get united to
unseat the incumbent illegal and unconsti-
tutional government,” she told a huge rally
at the NS College ground in the town.

It's not the responsibility of only the

RANA PLAZA SURVIVOR

At peace, finally

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

She finally lost her protracted battle
against death. After suffering acutely for
over 18 months, she died yesterday
from crippling injuries caused by the
collapse of Rana Plaza.

Zaheda Begum, 25, was a sewing
machine helper at New Wave Bottoms
Ltd., a garment factory housed on the
third floor of Rana Plaza. Although she was rescued from
under the rubble four days later, the injuries she received to
her head and backbone proved to be debilitating.

She has remained bed-ridden ever since. Her death was
precipitated by a lack of proper treatment that her family
could not afford with the compensation money alone, her
siblings said.

Zaheda received Tk 95,000 as compensation from
Primark Buyer, a foreign company. She has yet to receive any
financial assistance from BGMEA or the government, said
Shaheda Begum, her eldersister.

The compensation money was spent on her treatment
and maintenance, said Rasel Rana, her younger brother,

Rana works at a shop in Savar. He looked after Zaheda
who could barely move and was jobless too. They were

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

political parties to take to the
streets to restore democracy,
she observed adding, people
also have moral responsibility
fortaking partinit.

The former PM accused the
government of destroying the
daily Amar Desh by setting fire
to its office at the BSEC build-
ing in the capital's
Karwanbazar.

Mentioning that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina “could

not achieve anything” from her recent tour of
the UAE, Khaleda said the incumbent govern-
ment has become cornered as it got isolated
from people at home and abroad.

Pointing to yesterday's countrywide power
outage, she said ask the prime minister where

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with a survey
conducted by ActionAid
Bangladesh that 88 percent
women face harassment on city
streets and markets?

® Yos mmmmmmmn  (78%)

& No mmm (22%)
TOTAL VOTES: 170

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with BNP leader

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
that PM Sheikh Hasina's remark
that parliamentary election can
be held anytime in a democracy

is an indication of early
national polls?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
\ www.thedailystar.net

PRAYER TIMING November 2

.--:
Maghrib 5-30
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Bang, it works!

A woman who hasn't been able to see since she was
11 years old had her sight restored after an accident
in which she hit her head on a coffee table.

Lisa Reid, from Auckland in New Zealand, hadn't
been able to see since she was a child because of a

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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