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INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE
Goa win

finally

GOAL.COM

Tolgay Ozbey and Jewel
Raja came to FC Goa's
rescue as they scored twice
in the second half to help
their side down Delhi
Dynamos 2-1 after trailing
by a Mads Junker goal for
most of the game.

With this result, Harm
van Veldhoven's side
unbeaten streak in the
Indian Super League (ISL)
came to an end as Goa
became the final team to
have registered a win in the
competition.

Zico made as many as
five changes to his line-up
with Jewel Raja, Miroslav
Slepicka, Romeo
Fernandes, Mandar Rao
Dessai and goalkeeper Jan
Seda making their way in
while Miguel Herlein, Ranti
Martins, Laxmikant
Kattimani, Gabriel
Fernandes and Peter
Carvalho being left out.

Harm van Veldhoven
introduced Stijn Houben,
Morten Skoubo and Francis
Fernandes with Wim
Raymaekers, Alessandro
Del Piero and Steven Dias
benched.

Goa had a brilliant start
with Prabir Das hitting the
woodwork and Andre
Santos' left-footed volley
going inches wide in the
first five minutes.

However, it was Delhi
who took the lead in the
seventh minute. Hans
Mulder spread out a beauti-
ful through ball to Bruno
Arias who found Mads
Junker with a first-time
cross. The Dane's left-
footed attempt was going
away from goal, but he did
just enough to guide the
ball in with his second
touch.
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Newcastle United striker Ayoze Perez (L) celebrates his all-important goal with teammate Remy Cabella during their

Premier League encounter against Liverpool at St James' Park yesterday.

Chelsea survive QPR scare

AFP, London

, Eden Hazard's pen-
I alty enabled Chelsea
to preserve their
] four-point lead in
the Premier League
with a narrow 2-1
win at home to local rivals Queens
Park Rangers on Saturday.

Diego Costa returned for Chelsea
after four games out with hamstring
trouble and he saw his side take a
32nd-minute lead when Cesc
Fabregas teed up Oscartobend inan
exquisite shot with the outside of
his right foot.

Charlie Austin equalised for QPR
just after the hour when he beat
Thibaut Courtois with a clever back-

IARCLAYS &
BARCLAYS

heel from Leroy Fer's cross-shot to
claim his third goal in two games.

But Hazard gave Chelsea victory
in the 75th minute when he calmly
beat Rob Green from 12 yards after
he had gone down under a chal-
lenge by Eduardo Vargas.

Hazard's goal enabled Jose
Mourinho's side, who visit Maribor in

RESULTS

Arsenal 3 (Sanchez 70, 90, Chambers 72) Burnley 0
Chelsea 2 (Oscar 32, Hazard 75-pen) OPR 1 (Austin 62)
Everton 0 Swansea 0

Hull 0 Southampton 1 (Wanyama 3)
Leicester 0 West Brom 1 (Cambiasso 47-0g)

Newcastle 1 (Perez 73) Liverpool 0
Stoke 2 (Moses 33, Diouf 56) West Ham 2 (Valencia

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

Brazil forward Hulk has
defended his absence from
the national squad for his
country's first post-World
Cup friendlies under new
coach Dunga, who appears to
have frozen him out for missing the games
in September.

Dunga, who replaced Luiz Felipe Scolari
in July after Brazil's World Cup semifinal
drubbing by Germany when Hulk was sub-
stituted at half-time, called up the 28-year-
old Zenit St Petersburg forward for
September games against Colombia and
Ecuador.

Hulk cried off with a thigh injury but was
soon back in action with his Russian club,
although he told newspaper Estado de Sao
Paulo on Saturday that he had simply made
a quicker recovery than expected.

"I felt a muscle behind my left thigh on
August 31 and called Dunga to tell him what
had happened. I asked if he wanted me to
come to Brazil to be examined by team doc-
tors but he said no, preferring me to have tests
in Russia and to send the results to the
Brazilian Confederation (CBF)," he said.

"The test showed an injury normally

Hulk detends
Brazil absence

the Champions League on Wednesday,
to preserve their four-point advantage
over second-place Southampton, who
won 1-0at Hull City.

Kenyan midfielder Victor
Wanyama scored the game's only goal
in the third minute at the KC Stadium,
brilliantly lobbing Eldin Jakupovic
from 40 yards after the Hull goal-
keeperscuffed his clearance.

Arsenal climbed into the
Champions League places after
Alexis Sanchez scored twice in a 3-0
success at home to winless bottom
club Burnley.

Defender Calum Chambers
crossed for Sanchez to head Arsenal
in front in the 70th minute and
smashed home his first senior goal
two minutes later after Tom Heaton
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parried a shot by Danny Welbeck.
Sanchez added a third in injury
time from a Kieran Gibbs cross.
Arsene Wenger's side, who wel-
comed Theo Walcott back from a long-
term knee injury, moved into fourth
place at the expense of West Ham
United, who came from two goals
down to record a 2-2 draw at Stoke City.
Earlier, Liverpool slumped to
their fourth defeat of the season as
Spanish substitute Ayoze Perez
earned in-form Newcastle United a
1-0 victory at St James' Park.
Liverpool, for whom striker
Mario Balotelli endured another
frustrating afternoon, were beaten
when Alberto Moreno failed to clear
and Perez pounced to lash home in
the 73rd minute.

Free-scoring
Real go top

AFP, Madrid

‘ Real Madrid moved to the top of La Liga for
' the first time this season as goals from
' @ ‘ Cristiano Ronaldo, Karim Benzema and a
| James Rodriguez double handed them a 4-0
%" win at Granada.

It took Ronaldo just 100 seconds to regis-
ter his 22nd goal of the season when he swept
home Benzema's cut-back to punish some
lax Granada defending.

There was nothing the hosts could do as Rodriguez dou-
bled Madrid's lead nine minutes before half-time, though,
as the Colombian unleashed a sumptuous dipping volley
into the far corner.

Ronaldo returned the favour to Benzema as he slotted
home the third early in the second-half before Rodriguez
forced home his second of the afternoon from close range
four minutes from time.

Victory takes Madrid two points clear of Barcelona, but
the Catalans can reclaim top spot when they host Celta Vigo
later on Saturday.

Carlo Ancelotti's men were full of confidence after
inflicting Barca's first league defeat of the season last week-
end and went in front with their first attack as Dani Carvajal
robbed Jeison Murillo and Benzema squared for Ronado to
slot low past Roberto. Madrid threatened to run riot as
Murillo blocked a goalbound shot from Benzema before
Isco saw a dipping effort fly over.

Carvajal then should have finished off a stunning move
when he blazed over from close range.

However, Rodriguez applied the quality finishing touch
his teammates had been lacking with a stunning volley
reminiscent of his strike against Uruguay on his way to
becoming the top scorer at the World Cup.

Despite Granada boss Joaquin Caparros's attempts to
freshen up his side with the introduction of Javi Marquez
and Youssef El-Arabi, the one way traffic continued after the
break.

A wonderful backheel from Ronaldo teed up Benzema to
make it 3-0 with his ninth goal of the season nine minutes
into the second-half.

Marcelo then crashed an effort off the crossbar on his
weaker right foot as the visitors continued the search for
more goals.

Yet, it was Granada who should have reduced the deficit
when Ruben Rochina was left with the goal at his mercy but
fired straight into the body of the prone Sergio Ramos.

With an 11th consecutive victory in all competitions
assured, Ancelotti could afford to withdraw Luka Modric
and Isco with Tuesday's Champions League clash with
Liverpool in mind.
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Banned for

years

Fed takes it
positively

AFP, Paris

Roger Federer believes his
Paris Masters quarterfinal
exit will have little effect on

incident with a referee.

attempted to explain.

"We do not want such a player in our league,” said
Robert Breiter, the lawyer of Switzerland's amateur
football league.

"Unfortunately we encounter such cases about

once ayear."

As for Ferreira, he was left utterly bewildered by the
wholesituation and was left sounding pretty distraught.
"I had expected one or two years maximum. But

50 years? Football's my life," he said.

A footballer in Switzerland has been
slapped with a 50-year ban from
playing the game after a remarkable

Ricardo Ferreira of Portugal
Futebol Clube was an unused substitute for his side
in their 1-0 defeat by SC Worb in the Bern league, but
he still managed to make quite an impact.

Ferreira, according to Swiss newspaper Blick,
kicked the ball in the referee's face and then pro-
ceeded to spray him with water.

That response came while he was busy hurling
insults at the official as he left to depart down the
tunnel at full-time.

As for why the ban is so long for the offence, the
lawyer of Switzerland's amateur football league

his season-ending assault
on the World Tour Finals
and a first Davis Cup title.

The 33-year-old, 17-time
Grand Slam winner is set to
lose ground on Novak
Djokovic in the race for the
year-ending world number
one spot after his straight
sets loss to Milos Raonic in
the French capital.

But he believes the extra
rest he will gain after his
Friday's setback can work
in his favour ahead of the
eight-man London finale
before he leads Switzerland
against France in the Davis
Cup final.

"I'm going to keep play-
ing on indoor coutts [instead
of clay, the surface for the
Davis Cup final in Lille] for
now. I mean, obviously two
days more rest is big right
now," said Federer, whose
14-match winning streak was
snapped by Raonic.

needing four to six weeks treatment and that
was passed on to the CBE

“Thank God I recovered very quickly," he
added, saying he had been having nine
hours of treatment a day in Russia.

"I was back in training on the 10th and
played against Dynamo Moscow on the
13th. Someone passed incorrect informa-
tion to Dunga saying I was already back on
the sixth," a day after Brazil's friendly win
over Colombia.

Since Hulk's injury Dunga has not called
him into squads for friendlies in Asia and
nor is he in the frame for friendlies against
Austria and Turkey this month with the likes
of Douglas Costa, Roberto Firmino and Luiz
Adriano preferred.

Lamenting an apparent "misunderstand-
ing" Hulk said: "If I am out on technical
grounds then I must respect that and work
all the harder to get another chance.

"I repeat, when I came back for Zenit, the
Selecao had already played the two games”
for which he was initially called up.

"Dunga was the first coach to call me into
the national squad" in 2009, during the
latter's first spell in charge.

"I have great respect forhim and I want to
get back to the Selecao and play the next
World Cup," Hulk concluded.

Higuain leads
Napoli

REUTERS, Milan

Napoli's Gonzalo Higuain scored early with
an acrobatic volley, his fifth goal in three
league games, to set them on the way to a
convincing 2-0 win over sluggish AS Roma
in Serie A on Saturday.

Higuain, who missed a stoppage time
penalty in Wednesday's 1-1 draw at Atalanta, also set up the
second for Spanish forward Jose Callejon who atoned for a
miss earlier in the second half.

Napoli, who have picked up speed after a slow start to the
campaign, hit the woodwork twice as they moved up to
third place on 18 points from 10 games, four behind
Juventus and AS Roma.

Napoli went ahead in the third minute when Lorenzo
Insigne's long-range effort was deflected off a defender and
Higuain, with his back to the ball, leapt to spectacularly
hook the ball into the net.

Callejon and Marek Hamsik both hit the crossbar as
Napoli continued to dominate while Roma struggled to get
into gear.

Although Roma dominated early in the second half,
Napoli should have gone further ahead when Kalidou
Koulibaly powered down the right and laid a pass into the
path of Callejon.

The Spaniard dinked the ball over Morgan De Sanctis but
his effort was so delicate that Radja Nainggolan had time to
get to the ball before it reached the line and hoofed it away.
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