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A slap in face for Liberation War
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The president of Islami Chhatra Sangha
(1CS), the then Jamaat-e-Islami's student
wing, Nizami led the Al-Badr force
which had killed the leading pro-
independence writers and intellectuals
just before the war ended. Documents
show that most Al-Badr men were
recruited from Chhatra Sangha.

According to the indictment order,
Nizami assisted war crimes convict
Ghulam Azam, the then chief of
Jamaat's East Pakistan wing, in form-
ing the Shanti Committee, Razakars,
Al-Badr, Al-Shams. After Azam quit his
party post in 2000, Nizami was elected
the Jamaat ameer.

A cursory glance at the records of his
activities during the nine-month war
brings out his active collaboration
with Pakistani occupation forces. At
times he was seen in rallies and meet-
ings with Ghulam Azam while at other
times he was seen visiting the
Mohammadpur Physical Training
Institute where Jamaat and its auxiliary
forces tortured Hindus and freedom
fighters. Neither was he a stranger in
Pabna, or Chittagong, or Jessore where
he would be seen addressing anti-
liberation rallies.

According to evidence collected from
intelligence reports in 1971, Nizami
addressed a Chhatra Sangha meeting
in Jamalpur as the chief guest on June
14, 1971, and directed his activists to
assist the Pakistani army to “save Islam
and Pakistan”,

On April 12, the Nizami-led Chhatra
Sangha and Jamaat brought out a proces-
sion chanting "Long live Pakistan”.

"If the patriotic people had come
forward since March 1 to confront the
miscreants, the situation would not
have come to this. Allah has given the
faithful Muslims the duty to protect
His beloved Pakistan, but when the
Muslims failed, Allah protected
Pakistan through the military," Nizami
said while addressing a seminar at the
Muslim Institute in Chittagong on
August 2. The seminar was organised by
the Chittagong unit Chhatra Sangha.

"We forgot our identity after achieving
Pakistan. When India attacked our coun-
try in 1965, we became self-aware but
we were confused as soon as the war
ended. Allah punished us. Now we
have become self-conscious again but
if we make the same mistake again,
maybe Allah will not give us another
chance,” he further said at the seminar.

"Those who want to secede from
Pakistan want to uproot Islam from this
country,” Nizami was quoted by a
Sangram report as saying on August 16.

The documents submitted by the
prosecution have brought to light many
more interesting facts.

While visiting an Al-Badr camp on
September 22, Nizami said, "Only the
patriotic youths of East Pakistan can
effectively annihilate the Indian infil-
trators and their local agents.”

Celebrating the Badr day on
November 14, 1971, Nizami wrote an
editorial in Sangram, saying, "Hindu
forces are far stronger and more capa-
ble than us. Unfortunately, a number
of infidels have taken their side and are
trying to weaken us from within, We
have to foil their conspiracy and pro-

tect the existence and ideals of
Pakistan. This is not possible only by
defensive action ... It is our luck that
the Islam-loving youths of this country
have been able to form the Al-Badr
with the help of the Pakistani military
... The youths of Al-Badr have renewed
their pledge on this occasion ... to stand
by the army to defeat the Hindu forces
and annihilate Hindustan and hoist the
flag of Islam all over the world."

Nizami's son Nazib Momen, who was
the fourth defence witness in the war
crimes case, justified the cause of his
father's love for Pakistan with the view
that "Nizami is a believer in the move-
ment for creating an Islamicstate”.

The war crimes convict went into
hiding soon after the Pakistan army's
surrender and lay low until 1975.

He became active in politics again
during Gen Ziaur Rahman's regime in
1979 and was ameer of Jamaat's Dhaka
city unit and member of its central
executive committee from 1978-1982.

Nizami was also assistant secretary
general of Jamaat-e-Islami from 1983 to
1988 and became its secretary general
in December 1988. He remained in the
post till 2000.

He became the ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami in 2000, the highest party position
which he still holds.

Nizami was elected a member of
parliament in 1991 and was the leader
of Jamaat's parliamentary party from
1991 till 28 December 1994, After he
was elected a member of parliament
again in 2001, he was the agriculture
minister from 2001-2003 and the
industries minister from 2003-2006.
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No deal, all rumours

Iran denies claim nuke deal is 'finalised'

AFP, Tehran

Iran's government was forced to deny
Tuesday it had already struck a nuclear
deal with the West, after a lawmaker
accused its negotiators of secretly
selling the country short.

In a sign of the domestic tension
surrounding talks being held abroad
with world powers, Iran's foreign minis-
try threatened to prosecute the mem-
ber of parliament who said an agree-
ment that breaches the Islamic repub-
lic's "red lines" had been settled.

A group of hardline MPs in Tehran
have repeatedly warned Iran has already
given up too much in talks with the
United States and other leading
nations under an interim deal that
traded curbs on its nuclear programme
for limited sanctions relief.

However Iran's President Hassan
Rohani and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif have pushed
ahead despite such pressure, stating a
comprehensive agreement is possible
by a November 24 deadline.

The West wants to close all avenues to
Tehran developing an atomic bomb, by
cutting back its nuclear enrichment
program, shutting down suspect facili-
ties and imposing tough international
inspections.

In return, world powers would sus-
pend and then gradually lift economic
sanctions that have strangled Iran's
economy, which is heavily reliant on a

high price for crude oil.

Iran denies seeking atomic weapons
but insists on having "industrial level
enrichment” for its civilian energy
programme, It wants all sanctions
lifted and no restrictions on its existing
nuclear technology.

Tuesday's remarks, however, by
conservative lawmaker Alireza Zakani
laid bare the resistance Rouhani faces.

"According to received information
and news, an agreement between the
[ranian delegation and the American
side has been finalised," Zakani said,
according to the Iranian parliament's
website.

"There are reports that the system's
red lines have been crossed in an
implicit agreement which will no doubt
weaken the rights of the nation and
trample upon all our nuclear achieve-
ments," it quoted him as saying.

The so-called red lines refer to 11
points set by Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei which must be
observed by negotiators, led by Zarif,
before the Islamic republic will sign a
deal.

One of the stipulations includes "the
absolute need for Iran's uranium
enrichment capacity to be 190,000
SWU (Separative Work Units)" -- close
to 20 times its current processing abil-
ity. The West has said this is the main
stumbling block to agreement.

"MPs are completely kept in the

dark," Zakani said. "If the negotiating
team acts without considering the par-
liament it will cause many problems
which would be against the national
interest... then the negotiating team
should bear the consequences."

Zakani did not provide proof for his
allegations, which were met by a stern
rebuke from the foreign ministry.

"The nuclear negotiating team is
aware of the system's red lines and is
careful and sensitive to adhere to them,"
ministry spokeswoman Marzieh
Afkham was quoted as saying by the
official IRNA news agency.

"The only agreement reached was
regarding the title of the final agree-
ment, the Joint Comprehensive Action
Plan’," she said.

"Such remarks... are slander against
the negotiating team and (those making
them) can be prosecuted,” Afkham
added.

US Under Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman has spoken of "a forest of
distrust" between the West and Iran.

But in months of discussions since
the interim agreement struck last
November took effect in January, some
progress has been made.

This includes possible changes in the
design of an unfinished reactor at Arak
so that it produces less weapons-grade
plutonium, enhanced UN inspections,
and alterations to Iran's fortified Fordo
facility.
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business people and one mining
company facing possible prosecu-

Indian govt

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley yester-
day insisted that the government had
nothing to hide, amid criticism that it
was seekingto shield powerful people.

India's rumour mills have been in
overdrive about who may be on the

so-called "black money list".

Global Financial Integrity, a
Washington-based group that tracks
money transfers, said Indians surrep-

ing India of vital tax revenues.

cealed in India, experts say.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi set
up a team of regulators and ex-judges

to identify illicit fund-holders and
repatriate money after taking power.

titiously shifted $344 billion over-
seas between 2002 and 2011, depriv-

But that money abroad is a frac-
tion of illicit funds and assets con-

But it has encountered difficulty
obtaining details of account-holders
from foreign nations due to financial
confidentiality issues.

The government said Monday that
Swiss authorities had agreed to pro-
vide information to help India inves-
tigate leaked accounts, after earlier
saying such assistance would break
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He, who worked as Nizami's counsel, was the only family
member of the Jamaat leader at the tribunal during the
delivery of the judgment.

Tajul said Nizami told his counsels when they went to
meet him after the delivery of the judgment that he had not
committed those crimes he was convicted of.

"He [Nizami] also told his party activists to remain calm.”

SC upholds
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Anti-Corruption Commission, seeking a stay on the HC
order that allowed Bodi six months' ad interim bail in the
case on October27.

His lawyer Abdul Matin Khasru told The Daily Star that
now there is no legal bar to his client getting released from
prison as the SC chamber judge did not stay the HC order.

Meanwhile, Khurshid Alam Khan, counsel for the anti-
corruption watchdog, said the commission would move a
leave-to-appeal petition before the SC, challenging the HC
order on getting its (HC order) certified copy.

The ACC filed the case with Ramna Police Station in the
capital on August 21, accusing the legislator from Cox's
Bazar-4 constituency of amassing wealth illegally and
concealing information in his wealth statement.

On October 12, Bodi was sent to jail after a Dhaka court
had rejected his bail petition in the graft case. He had sur-
rendered before the court on expiry of his four-week bail
granted by the HC.

Erdogan unveils Turkey's
new presidential palace

AFP, Ankara

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday unveiled
a new presidential palace on the outskirts of Ankara,
denounced by ecologists as an environmental blight and
by the opposition as evidence of his autocratic tendencies.

Erdogan hosted his first official event at the new palace, a
ceremony congratulating dignitaries on the annual republic
day marking the foundation of modern Turkey in 1923 out of
the ruins of the Ottoman Empire,

The complex, located in the Bestepe (Five Hills) area, has
become known as the Ak Saray -- the White Palace.

An immense project -- built at a reported cost of $350
million -- has an area of 200,000 square metres (21,50,000
square feet), 1,000 rooms and architecture that is supposed
to marry modernism and the traditions of the mediaeval
Seljuk dynasty:.

Erdogan cancelled an evening reception that was to be
held Wednesday evening at the palace because of a mining
disaster in the southern Karaman province that has left 18

| minerstrapped.

PRICE SENSITIVE
INFORMATION

This is for kind information of all concerned that the Bangladesh Securities
and Exchange Commission (BSEC) has accorded approval vide its letter
no. BSEC/CI/DS 15/2014/733 dated October 29, 2014 to Bank Asia Limited
for raising of capital through issuance of Floating Rate Non-Convertible
Subordinated Bond of Tk. 3 ,000,000,000/- (three hundred crore) only
divided into 30,000 (thirty thousand) bond of Tk. 100,000/~ each through
private placement subject to the approval from Bangladesh Bank. The
purpose of proposed bond is to strengthen the capital base of the Bank.

Dated: Dhaka
October 29, 2014

HH Bank Asia
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