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From Paragraph to Essay _ :m Reading Comprehension Test

:
CHALLENGES

One good way to learn another language is to

live in a CDUHTI"}?‘ where that IﬂngUﬂgE Is used. These_ sentences are mixed up p,ﬂrlfs

When you live in another country, the language
is around you all the time, so you can learn to of one paragraph. Number the

i
;
listen to and speak it more easily. parts in nr:dgr: 1. topic sentence, I
— 2. supporting sentences, and ' ‘ W
The topic and the main idea 3. concluding sentence. :
Pa rag rﬂph Notes for teachers to share with students in = == 3 ‘t I AI' e Y()ll l‘eadyg
class. What should I study at university? N
The topic sentence ... a. .. Tt wasn't an easy decision, but for ! The Day I Rescued Albert Einstein’s Compass.

the reasons listed above, I have
decided to study journalism.

b. .. It can be difficult to choose a
subject fo study in college because
there are so many choices, but by
considering my skills and inferests, I
have decided to study journalism.

c. ... T have always enjoyed wrifing, so

it is sensible to choose a major that

involves writing. When I begin
working, I would like to have the
opportunity to travel, and travel is

often an important part of a

journalist's job. Finally, I am also

interested in photography, and
pictures are very important in
journalism.

AN -

» usually comes first in a paragraph.

- gives the writer's main idea or opinion about
the topic and helps the reader understand
what the paragraph is going to talk about.

We walked down the hill from the house towards
a lane of giant blue spruces that edged the lake.
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\ The Structure of a Paragraph @//

Circle the topic of the sentence.
What is a pqpﬂgr.ﬂph‘) Underline the main idea about the topic.

a. Bangladesh is a very interesting country fo visit.

b. Dogs make excellent pets.

c. A really good place to study is the library at my
school.

“Is there always so much birdsong here, Theo ?”
my new friend asked. “It is ‘wunderbar’, wonder-
ful, to have the air filled with such music.”

j
| As you learned in the last EIS Page, a paragraph is a group of

| sentences about a single topic. Together, the sentences of the
| paragraph explain the writer's main idea (most important idea)

about the topic.
: Cedongt cIEI h d. Learning a second language creates job
I nderstanding a paragrap opportunities.

W Class acitivity: e. Football is my favourite sport because it is

' Read this paragraph. It is the beginning of an article about exetting 16 watch,

Tndonesia in a student newspaper. Then answer the questions. | T- One of the most valuable tools for students is
the computer.

This was another thing we had in common! I was
delighted that he was interested in birds. I was a
keen bird-watcher, and my parents had given me
a very fine pair of binoculars for my last birthday:.

“It’s spring,” I said, "and the birds are laying their
eggs in the nests they have built in the blue spruc-
es. They're happy. Do you have birds where you
live 2"

Use words or PhI‘GSES in the No, no, not now.” He smiled, rather sadly, I

o ; . L | o Bisesiet dTh di ¥ thought. "Not now. I live in the city. But when I
Indonesia - Something Interesting at Every 9 pe,?: sc:iuﬁ:izg qve: very-aitteren box to complete the sentences.! was a boy and went sailing on a lake near my
Turn By Ken Jones : home, there were birds everywhere.”

h. Winter is the best time to travel in my country.

' ek - Judi | ni
i. My hometown is a friendly place to live. concluding sentence  indented main idea

paragraph  supporting sentences topic

Class acitivity: topic sentence

choose the sentence fl‘ﬂm the fl_ri ﬁimanﬂa L ndTh LT
list below that would make the | 97Vesthe wwinn.....and the

best topic sentence.

If you dream of traveling to
a country with beautiful
tropical islands, wonderful
food, beautiful places to go
sightseeing, and very
friendly people, you should
visit Indonesia. If you look
at the map, the first thing
you notice is that Indonesia
is made up of islands - more

Just then our pier came into view. We could see
our bright green boat with its jaunty
green-and-white-striped sail rocking gently on
the water.

“What have you named vyour boat ?" Herr
Einstein asked.

“Fleet Felix,” 1 answered proudly.

Herr Professor Einstein approved. “I like that.”

bThef lr‘sT SEHTEHEEﬂf a paragraph should be

a. We put on the orange life jackets I kept in a giant

[ I I I B B I I B IR B B R I IR BN B I BN B A B I

about or explain the TOpIC 5 saonoonono:xxx xxxxxxxx xooex, Xwexx || love o watch football on television and also go
sentence. They are more

detailed ideas that follow the X XXXX X XXXXX XXX XXX XXX. XXXX X XXX
topic sentence. XXXXXX XXX XXXXKX XX XX XX X XXXXXXXXX

proposal, 1 supported it, but it was rejected by the | |]ooked up at the sky. Two red-tailed hawks were

majority of the members that were present. riding the warm air currents - the thermals. Fleet
Felix was catching the breeze perfectly.

to the games whenever they can. Many people
have a favourite team or 7

player, and everyone

than 1?,00(? of Thetn. )| c. The come after the tin drum by the end of the pier. Then I stepped
T'"ﬂ‘"’al'"‘;? between islands _ _ topic sentence, and they explain the topic into the boat. My crew of one untied the rope,
by boat is great fun. Just like the many islands, there are also sentence. coiled it up, and came aboard. He took over the
many different groups of people living in Indonesia. In fact, vevr. . When Karan d. The oo COmes at the end of @ | tiller, and I held the sheet.
there are around 300 different ethnic groups! Most Indonesians ’
. , : wanted to enter a good paragraph. £f1
are Malay, but others are Javanese, Balinese, Chinese, or Indian. university, he studied We were off! There was an easy breeze. We
All these groups together make Indonesian culture very T the next Monday issue- The Development of a P h followed the shoreline. The clouds were pink
interesting. Finally, Indonesia has many cities and historical ebadld o ThE ? y Bttt U S ddll | cotton puffs, and the sky was as blue as my moth-
sights to see. Jakarta, the capital city, is fast becoming a E?{ﬂmL”ﬂTanl; he G 0  ETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTYTTEYTS er's eyes. I decided that it was a perfect time to ask
modern centre of commerce, yet the ancient temples on the Time he Took the exam, d ANSWER KEY TO THE LAST EIS PAGE my question. I'd been thinking about it ever since
island of Bali show that the country's old traditions are still he did not do well, and | ACTIVITIES (DATED OCTOBER 20, 2014) | walked into the living room. 1 took a deep
alive. All the people, places, and things to see definitely make he fal‘; very d:‘iﬂumﬁﬂd- But he knew :E : i breath.
Indonesia a great place for a vacation. wanted to study at that university, so he Puzzle ke £ Ko e 2" s
| studied more. The next year, he tried taking  fI1 3500 | () 0(0) € (3) a () £(5) M (6) 1 | e snotilt oo | o st o ale s ooatian 1
i i ' | |the exam again. The second time, he did very | S - : RO SHOW  DRESIIRG T aa R B SHIE RO B
& < | y 2. broa (7)g(8)i(9) h(10)i(11)k was the most famous man alive! | asked m
. - . well, and now he is studying medicine. I believe 3 brainstorm (12)d (13) b (14) ] Gestion ilovely *Whi did o n‘t o bsash SY
a. What is the topic of the paragraph? Karan is a good role model for me, and he has : 4. list E:ists?ﬂﬂn e A SRESS
Tﬂl-fgh'l' me that never g"w'ng up is the best way 5. mapping A ]{e}r: .
b. What is the main idea about the topic? P — : 7R g %} Luc%iﬁ: {Egselt*l;rl E.E Eﬂdgt ans}n:m:er m},k queftit?n‘ ;Iﬁ:macﬁ he Iﬂm
. g fl’EEWl‘i[illg ea 1er .l e y is hand into his ]ZJEIC et. i t has fallen t I'Dllg a
¢. What ideas help explain the main idea? ; ediod M= : 8. fluency (5) complex (6) little hole in the lining!” And he threw back his great
| P h person I can trust. | : est man alive had a hole in his pocket! [ was gla
| Oragrﬂp Or'gan l SG"'IO“ 2. My friend Karan is a very successful student. | CKEY: i”t made him laugh, but I didn"t quite understand.
| _} . 3. I admire my friend Karan because he doesn't 1 (a)noun (b)adj. (c) verb (d) adv. Excuse me, Herr Professor, but what has fallen
 What makes a paragraph? Notes for teachers to share with give up. | (a)noun (b)adi. (c) verb (d) adv. through a hole in your pocket 2" I asked politely.
| students in class. b | (a)noun (b)adj. (c) verb (d) adv. “The answer to your question. That is what has
: A paragraph has three basic parts: e : D KEY: fi]_leﬂ_”?m“gh tI;le hﬂleé Hilt;nmElIkHeavens! |
: think it is somewhere under the pocket now . . . .
! 1. The topic sentence.This is the Nty : - |[Lla g N pattae . one minute Dtivminu]ie I must E:ar Iie li:;rn
main idea of the paragraph. It is children begin learning to play football when | friend who was in danger and who had none else to li] - ¥ l oot Ng‘ *
usually the first sentenceof the they are very young. You often can see them y help him (2) The reason why I went to his house was i ;:‘ lll”}.elin.me L al e mc:ffb- 5 hEI;E. i
paragraph, and it is the most—»T playing at school or in the streets around their || thathe wasill and I didn’t see him at school. FRASHIHL OLy ORI EWOIL EDE R DU Salsi
general sentence of the . XXX XXX XXXXX XXX XXX houses. In high school, students may play 1 (3) P}Sl[ ﬂf:l ]1“ ‘ﬂ“d[ t“&ﬁ' dﬂffﬂfﬂhﬂﬁ ﬂdvlﬂﬁdhme - _ |
paragraph. e . football on a team and compete in tournaments, | | COMPpicie Test, L cainOl laxe part in i€ game you have | - By this time, I was laughing, too. He drew out his
2. The supporting sentences. B If a player is very good, he might go on to pla  fixed for tomorrow. (4) The boy who you have | hand, Between his fingers was a compass!
ThESE are SEHTEHEEE Thﬂ.T T‘ﬂlk AXXE XXNEXRNE NXNN XX XXX X XX XXNXYX fﬂ'r ﬂp P};fESSIﬂnﬂT Tgaﬂmt PE.U IE.g II'I i cﬂun_l_p ? | entrusted Wlth EhE WDI’l{ 15 clever and kn'DWE hﬂw o S ¥ ) .
P S Y i | do it; so I'm sure he will succeed. (5) As I liked the I'll tell you a story,” said my friend softly.
'
[
|
|
|

3. ;]_::13 Eﬂ;ﬂ:i?lg%:iagegii This XA 00000 X000 OO0 AXNX XX X XXX X loves to talk about ._ & Unscral I .ble 1. Quote a phrase that proves Einstein was a
sentence of a paragraph. It can | X000 X xxx xxx. mutche_s. _und ! | nature lover. ) :
finish a paragraph by repeating competitions. i | Unscramble the following NOUNS. 2. HE smiled rather 53d1}’~_ Wh}’ -
the main idea or just giving a 7T Football is really & I LAUMEBLR 3. Give one example of a simile and a
final comment about the topic. : like a national sport L'ROFLEW 777 metaphor. -
in my country. | W 4. What probably Einstein means when he says
W ATLOLSTHP __ _ _____ “The answer to your question. That is what

W ERAHCET_______

has fallen through the hole!” ?

Go back to the paragraph about Indonesia and circle the topic |4
sentence, put one line under the supporting sentences, and I lave o pldy ogttinll,‘and I hope T conbecome | YADIT: RATS

I put two lines under the concluding sentence. a professional player one day.

i
2. There are many popular sports in my country, | i | :
I Put a tick next to the group of sentences that make a good but the most p};pu;qp sport is fggfb};“_ | Can You Count Nouns? Find the answers in next Monday e
I paragraph. Why are the other groups of sentences not good |3 Fgotball is a difficult sport to learn to play |
. " = &
' |Uncountable @

(two words)

! paragraphs?

|
L @ Class acitivity:

well.

|
, : Countable
| My best friend has many different hobbies, such as skiing, ﬂ - : a :
icocking, and playing the piano, and she is very good at all of these Wpl-re' a T?PIC h : What kind of NOUNS are the fﬂllﬂWIHg 2
jactivities. For example, she has played the piano for fen years and sentence tor three , a) I think these eggs are from our new chickens. count / non-count
:?fasugﬁﬁg:"nﬂiﬁ 5?3552&"?5‘332?j’?&?ﬁ“&'ﬁiﬂlﬁ. :ﬁ?ﬁ ,I;""E of these topics , b) Would you like some chicken for dinner ? count / non-count
|world. She grew up speaking Spanish and English, but now she can P ) : a) What is your highest level of education ? | count / non-count
lulsﬂ spqu French and Italian. I like my best friend very much. a. a favourite place to relax | b) Although she is a girl, she wanted a good education. count / non-count
ILh I::.. a grandparent | a) Plant beverages include tea, coffee, wine and others. count / non-count
| c. a pet I have known I b) Six teas please. count / non-count
: Elﬂsseshin |i1‘vzar'?_ru_r"ejr;"a:lr*:?*T LISE'I::I-.H ng mETfEr wl;n‘l‘ic;l_:}ya;l in1‘~|=3.nd :I‘n d. a favourite food to eat :
ave when you finish university. Books are about life. People who plavi eal inet } C .
| study literature learn the skill of reading carefully and under- ¥ P1 SRR RS I. MatCh the words Of COlumn A WIth that Of B
| standing characters, situations, and relationships. This kind of TOPIC! o I
Il understanding can be useful to teachers and business people alike. I % B
I Literature classes also require a lot of writing, so they help I
| students develop the skill of clear communication. Of course, a topic: I SL Unit Noun Selected Collocations
| professional writer needs to have this skill, but it is an equally I 1 = bit of a) cardboard, iron , paper
Il important skill for an engineer. Finally, reading literature helps ‘
| develop an understanding of many different points of view. 2 a chunk of b) cake, toast, chalk, land, wood, advice
| Reading a novel by a Russian author, for example, will help a topic: 3 a grain of C) clay, coal, soil, butter, fat
| reader learn more about Russian culture. For anyone whose job . : 7 i ] ] 1
I may bring them into contact with Russian colleagues, this insight Gt VS ) QL CLlaK, Sait Sall
Il can help encourage better cross-cultural understanding. Studying 5 a lump of e) clothing, equipment, news
] literature is studying life, so it is relevant to almost any job you 6 a piece of f) chocolate, concrete, gold
Il can think of.
l — e — 7 a sheet of g) cake, wood, fun, luck
N . N i . i v i’ ' .
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