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'Expect Modi government to keep
Bangla hopes in mind'

We reprint here the interview of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia to Jaideep Mazumdar which was published in Times of India
on October 23, 2014 to give our readers an insight into BNP's expectations from India regarding issues of bilateral concern.

Jaideep Mazumdar (JM): What are your
expectations from the Narendra Modi
government in India?

Khaleda Zia (KZ): The people of India
have voted overwhelmingly for Mr.
Narendra Modi expecting change. What
policies the new government will adopt in
terms of India's relations with her neigh-
bours are yet to be seen. We note with
hope his assurances of resolving our out-
standing bilateral issues. The prime minis-
ter's emphasis on strengthening Saarc is a
welcome move.

(IM): Do you think the policies of the
Modi government towards Bangladesh
are going to be different from those of
the previous Congress government?
(KZ): We need to wait some more before a
clear picture emerges on how the new
government in India seeks to develop its
relations with Bangladesh. As India's clos-
est neighbour, it is our expectation that the
NDA government will adopt policies that
will be responsive to the hopes and aspira-
tions of the people of Bangladesh.

We also hope New Delhi will earnestly
work towards finding mutually beneficial
solutions to our outstanding issues like
sharing the waters of our common rivers,
the killing of innocent Bangladeshis along
the border areas, the land boundary issue
and increasing trade imbalance, among
others. This will generate trust among the
people on both sides and give our rela-
tions greater depth and firm footing,
(IM): Will you, or senior leaders of your
party, be interested in meeting Modi? If
s0, what issues would you take up with
him and what would be your expecta-
tions from the meeting?

(KZ): We would always be interested to

interact with the top leadership of BJP. The
people of Bangladesh have put their faith
in us and elected us to office a number of
times. It is only logical, therefore, that
regular contact between our party and BJP
as well as other major political parties in
India at various levels should be a norm in
the interest of strengthening our bilateral
relations. Such contacts would enable
both sides to address all issues that are of
interest to our people.

(JM): Do you think your alliance with
Jamaat will be a hindrance in fostering
BNP's ties with BJP?

(KZ): Our alliance with Jamaat is only an
electoral understanding. It is by no
means an ideological one. On the con-
trary, the Awami League has a long his-
tory of close relations with the Jamaat
and other extremist religious groups.
BNP will always set its own policies. We
will do all that is needed to ensure the
welfare of our people in close collabora-
tion with our neighbours and other
friends in the international community.
Our relations with BJP will be fostered in
that light.

(JM): Do you think the Sheikh Hasina
government has taken enough steps to
root out anti-India militant groups from
Bangladesh?

(KZ): Sheikh Hasina's government is
reported to have entered into a number of
security agreements with India. However,
the people of Bangladesh are unaware of
the extent and details of those agreements,
none of which has been made public. We
are also unaware of the degree to which
these have been successful. Recent media
reports, however, abound with reference to
arms hauls, bomb blasts, activities of

militant and extremist groups and the
nexus between drugs, money and arms
smuggling.

BNP will never tolerate any act of terror-
ism, militancy or extremism. We have
acted resolutely against all extremists and
terrorist groups by clamping down on
them, arresting them and bringing them
before law. We also remain firm that we
shall never allow our territory to be used
by anyone for purposes inimical to the
interest of India.

(JM): Are the Teesta and land boundary
agreements on their way to resolution?
(KZ): At this point of time, there are no
indications of any resolution on these two
key issues. Many in Bangladesh attribute
this as a failure of the Awami League gov-
ernment to pursue the vital national inter-
est of Bangladesh. The present dispensa-
tion in Dhaka lacks any legitimacy and
hence is not in any position to speak for

the people of Bangladesh. Nobody even
takes them seriously, let alone engages
them in any serious negotiations.

(IM): What are the other issues with
India that you would like to be resolved?
(KZ): The sharing of waters of our com-
mon rivers and killing of innocent
Bangladeshis in border areas have to find
due priority in our discourse. The Bangla-
India relationship is rooted in history
and conditioned by geography. It has to
be pursued based on the principles of
mutual respect of each other’s sover-
eignty, mutual benefit and mutual inter-
est. We must also be sensitive to the
concerns of the other on key issues like
security and threats from terrorism and
insurgencies. Sustained cooperation,
both at the bilateral level and in the
regional context, is fundamental to giv-
ing our relations greater strength.

(IM): The common perception in India is
the Awami League is friendly towards
India while BNP is not...

(KZ): There is a concerted campaign to
create an impression that BNP is not
friendly towards India. This is far from
truth. The main success of the BNP foreign
policy lies in the fact that we have been
able to ensure friendly and mutually bene-
ficial relations with all countries. Our
relations with India are based on the prin-
ciples of mutual benefit and respect.
During my interactions with successive
Indian leaders over the years, | have been
able to convey to them how we can work
together to strengthen our relations in all
fields and that it be pursued keeping in
mind the interest of our people. I got the
impression that our points of view were
well-received.
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ROM the beginning, we have

seen the apathy of the police
and government in addressing
the attack. We went to the home min-
istry and were assured that the DB
would conduct an investigation. But
so far, there has been no report. When
Yasin was alive, we wanted to file a
case, but he was afraid to do so since
he had been threatened. He had said:
“Who would ensure my security if I
file a case?” The question that remains
now is, who threatened him and why?

In Mirpur, locals are living in fear

so they are afraid to speak up. Since
the government has come to power,
we have seen some fascist practices, as
is evident from the Jonny and Javed
murder cases. They both died in police

Where is
justice?

NUR KHAN
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the ruling party has been involved in trying to
evict the Urdu speaking people from the area.
We even received information that the group
had used the help of the police both in this
and past instances.

In the past, a boy named Ishtiaq Ahmed
Johny was taken from a marriage ceremony at a
nearby camp by the police and then tortured to
death in custody. This was around 6 months
prior to the arson attack.

The accused and/or guilty parties in these

HE local Urdu-speaking community

already had the notion, due to past

incidents, that a group connected to

cases were not arrested.

LIVING IN FEAR

custody, and there has been no prog-
ress in the cases. In the former, there are
CCTV images that show Jonny was
beaten and that he was taken to the
hospital. Doctors said he had to be
taken to DMCH or he would die. But
the police took him away and beat him
again, and then took him to the hospi-
tal when it was too late. He died that
night. The policeman, Zahedur Rahman
Khan, has been arrested for the murder
of a jute businessman. Similarly, the
police harassed Javed and shot him.
Even though the police took him to the
hospital, he died a few days later.

The police had filed a case against
unnamed persons after the arson attack,
but there was no case from the Urdu-
speaking community. We have all but
forgotten the issue now. Meanwhile,
Farzana has lost everything.

According to my analysis, Mirpur's

Urdu-speaking community had openly
supported the BNP candidate in the
2009 election, which I think was a
mistake. As a community, we should
not support any one particular party.
The open support may be the reason
for the backlash.

The High Court ruled in 2008 that
we are citizens of Bangladesh, but the
state is yet to ensure our rights as
citizens and recognise us as a linguis-
tic minority. Forty camps in Mirpur
are on the verge of occupation. The
National Housing Authority has sold
off 40 camps. We filed a writ regard-
ing the matter with BLAST. Land grab-
bing remains a major motive for the
continued discrimination of the com-
munity.

The writer is Chief Executive, Council of Minorities
and President, Association of Urdu-speaking
Bangladeshis.

The question arises, who is the justice for
when all the members of the family are dead?
There is a social need for this justice. If the
government is willing, then justice can be
achieved even in the absence of the plaintiff.

There is a need for the government to be
proactive. The filing of a case does not equate
to the completion of justice -- the police
needs to investigate properly, the accused
needs to be identified and the charges need
to be framed clearly. If it reaches a point
that the case proceedings cannot be moved
forward without lobbying etc,, then the
future of the case is not bright.

We have been talking to the Urdu speakers,
holding press conferences, taking the issue to
different quarters of the government. But
what we have noticed is apathy from the
police in dealing with the case with the
importance it requires.

We have noticed that since independence,
very few incidents of violence against Biharis
have received justice.

The writer is Director, Investigation and Documentation
Unit, Ask.

FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Prof Syed Mogsud Ali:
My teacher/mentor
and colleague

ZILLUR R. KHAN
P ROFESSOR Syed Mogsud Ali was not onlymy
teacher/mentor at Dhaka University, he also
subsequently became my colleague and friend
when [ served as Asst. Professor and later on
Reader/Associate Professor at the same university during
1969-71. Interestingly, Professor §. M. Ali helped me in
1970 with a TV production of his own Bengali version of
selected scenes from Dialogue and Republic, of the great
Greek philosopher Plato , disciple of Socrates and mentor
of Aristotle, whose student was Alexander the Great.
Following his advice I selected students from the
Political Science Department to play such roles as
Socrates, Glaucon, Trasymachus, Adeimantus and others,
coaching them the form and substance of the ideas to be
debated in the play. Again with the help of Prof. S.M. Alj,
my former teacher and colleague, 1 sought to create for
them a deeper understanding of justice, the most funda-
mental concept of Plato's Republic in the context of a
growing awareness of justice for Bengalis within the
framework of greater regional autonomy for East Pakistan
in a reformed federal structure of Pakistan. I was worried
about censorship in Pakistan TV. It could prevent the
broadcast of the play, if a link was detected with the
autonomy or state rights movement of Bengalis.
Professor 8.M. Ali put my worries to rest by making the
dialogues on justice more subtle, significantly lessening
the possibility of detection of such linkages.

Indeed, the play was broadcast on PTV with my brief
introduction on justice as applied to human interac-
tions for advancements and stability, and I gave due
credit to Professor S. M. Ali's contributions to making
the play a success. With his encouragement and help 1
went on directing a couple of more plays on PTV until
December 1970.

Now let me “chew the honeyed cud” of my days as a
student of Dhaka University from 1954 to 1958. One of
the most memorable times I had was taking the class on
Ancient Political Thought from Professor §. M. Ali.
Gaining knowledge from the history of political thoughts
and applying selectively that knowledge for political
development was the main thrust of his absorbing
lectures.

At least for me, what made his interactions with
students really interesting was when he assigned us roles
from Plato's Dialogue and Republic and required us to
think about the ideas and concepts embedded in those
roles before acting out in class. Had there been TV in
those days, Professor S. M. Ali most probably would have
directed some of us in one or more productions on the
silver screen. No wonder he was so glad to help me direct
my students fifteen years later for his Bengali version of
Plato's works on TV.

Academically, 1 have immensely benefitted from his
mentorship on political development at different levels
of human existence. As Chairman of the Research
Committee on Rethinking Political Development of
International Political Science Association (IPSA), I have
organised several workshops/regional conferences, the
most recent being in Dhaka, Bangladesh, during February
1-2, 2014. In my keynote address, | emphasised the need
for dialogue, justice and balance between different
human propensities for peace and stability at different
political levels -- globally, regionally, sub-regionally and
locally. Many of my ideas were kindled in the political
philosophy classes taught by Professor S. M. Ali.

Had my teacher-mentor-colleague been with us today,
I would have sought his valuable advice on how to find
common ground between the two largest warring politi-
cal parties of Bangladesh on which a consensus building
process could be created for the greater interest of perhaps
the most promising emerging nation of the 21st Century:
Bangladesh. We could have attempted it through a play
based on Plato's concept of justice together with
Aristotle's “Golden Mean.”

Plato, Republic. Tr. B. Jewett, 1871. Barnes and Noble, New York,
2004. Bk. VIL.

The writer is Chairman, RC 37, International Political Science Association
(IPSA), www.rc37.ipsa.org, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin,
and Adjunct Professor, Rollins College, USA; Distinguished Fellow, Policy
Research Institute (PRI), Bangladesh; President, Bangladesh Foundation,
USA. www.bangladesh-foundation.org
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TESTTHATTEACHES YOU A LESSON.

Saturday's Cryptoquote: IN SCHOOL, YOU'RE TAUGHT A

LESSON AND THEN GIVEN ATEST. IN LIFE, YOU'RE GIVEN A

~TOMBODETT

etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and
formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code
lettersaredifferent.
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