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"On paper

( usmone cewent Bangladesh is a

s=ne=n  better team than

visiting Zimbabwe,"

was the encouraging statement made

by all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan

yesterday, ahead of the start of the

first Test tomorrow at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur.

He said that the team is only
thinking about victory in the series,
which is very important for the Tigers
as win has been elusivein 2014,

The Tigers are under huge pres-
sure following their continual
defeats this year, so expectations are
running high as they face the lowly
opponents in their own den.

As usual, Shakib has a simple
recipe to overcome this pressure.

"The team is under pressure, but
we know if we can follow the basics
and do the right things on the field, it
will be possible to get a win, We have
plenty of match-winners in our team
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Shakib-like confidence

and I am confident that the win will
come if we can execute our plan,”
said the all-rounder, who is going to
return to Test cricket after serving a
two-and-a-half-month ban, adding
that they could not solely depend on
their spin bowlers to take 20 wickets
in order to win the Test match.

The situation was similar when the
two teams met in a Test series last time
but the Tigers fell short of expecta-
tions. "See the conditions were differ-
ent there [as both the series in 2011 and
2013 were played in Zimbabwe]. We
could not become accustomed to the
conditions which was a problem. We
will not face this kind of problem on
home soil and I think on paper we are
the better team. We are better in bat-
ting and both spin and fast bowling,
But they may have an edge in the field-
ingdepartment,” he said.

It was a typical Shakib answer
when his attention was drawn to
whether the issue of ratings would
play in the minds of the players. "It
has not come to my mind and [ don't

know about the others' thoughts. It is
important to play good cricket and
nothing can be better thana win."

The response was the same when
asked if there was any pressure going
into the series. "l am not feeling any
different and everybody is eager to
do well in the series."

The trend continued when he
responded to a question about
whether there would be any special
challenges for him, given the fact
that he missed the previous series
while serving the ban.

"No, there is no such challenge. 1
came here to play, and will try to do
my best."

Shakib's suspension was not only
reduced to allow him to make an
early return, but he was also
awarded with the vice-captaincy
role for the one-day side. He how-
ever has no special feelings towards
it. "I am not thinking about the one-
day series now. Let's see what kind of
emotions come to me once the one-
day series gets underway."

PHOTO: STAR
Ace Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan attends a
training session in preparation for the upcoming Zimbabwe
series at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday.

Jessore's taste of
int'l football

BD, SL meet in first FIFA
friendly today

ATIQUE ANAM from Jessore

A

at a hotel yesterday.

UCBL to sell
Zim series

tickets
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The tickets of the
Bangladesh-Zimbabwe series
will be available at the differ-
ent branches of the United
Commercial Bank Limited
(UCBL) from Saturday.

The minimum price for
a day's ticket has been fixed
at Tk 20 for the Tests and
the most expensive tickets
will cost Tk 1,000. For the
ODIs, the prices will range
between Tk 100 and 300.

The tickets will be avail-
able at the bank’s
Dhanmondi, Bashundhara,
Bijoy Nagar, Uttara and
Mirpur branches in Dhaka;
Muradpur, Dampara,
Andorkilla and Halishahar
in Chittagong and the
Main and Khan Jahan Ali
branches in Khulna.

The online ticket sale
has already started yester-
day and the token holders
will have to collect the
tickets between 8:00-8:30
am on the match day.
Spectators will have to pay
a 15 per cent VAT in addi-
tion to a ticket's face value.

Apart from the UCBL
branches, some special
booths will be set up
around the stadium with
the purpose of selling
tickets prior to the start of
the match.

Javed Igbal, executive vice
president and head of corpo-
rate affairs in UCBL, revealed
all the details at a press con-
ference at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium in
Mirpur yesterday.

ACTION REMODELLING

Shohag to go
to Malaysia
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Off-spinner Shohag Gazi
will travel to Malaysia to
remodel his bowling action
under the supervision of
Mohammad Salahuddin,
the former Bangladesh
fielding coach who is now
a coach at a Malaysian
university.

"We have decided to
send him to Malaysia for
several reasons. We thought
it would be better for him
to work under Salahuddin
who had successfully moni-
tored Abdur Razzak during
his suspension. Qur other
coaches are busy with the
upcoming series, and
another reason is that he
will be able to work there
silently," said BCB's cricket
operations committee
chairman Akram Khan.

"He [Shohag] will fly
after receiving the visa and
is expected to stay there till
November 15, though the
exact date is yet to be
fixed," he added.

Shohag's action was
deemed illegal by the
International Cricket
Council last month.

Sagor's eight in 8
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Zim up to the challenge

day. They said that it was a challenge

Complex in Gopalganj yesterday.

Nayma Akter and the women's team of Bangladesh Navy set
new marks in the 100m backstroke and the 4x100m medley
relay respectively, taking the overall records set to 15 out of 38

events settled in the four-day meet.

Nayma of Bangladesh Navy erased Sonia Akter's record of 1:17.44
with a time of 1:17.32 in the 100m backstroke, while Navy's Nazma
Khatun, Sonia Akter, Mahfuza Akter Shila and Lima Akter produced a
new record with a time of 5:00.50. The previous record was 5:02.20,

forged by Bangladesh Ansarin 2010.

Meanwhile ace swimmer Mahfizur Rahman Sagor completed
his mission of winning eight out of eight events he participated
in as the 21-year-old swimmer from Bangladesh Navy won gold
in the 100m and 400m freestyle and 4x100m medley relay on

the concluding day.

Sagor was adjudged the best swimmer in the men's section while
his teammate Sonia Akter Tumpa was named the best women swim-
mer, after winning seven gold and creating six national records.

Bangladesh Navy emerged champions with 26 gold, 13 silver
and 17 bronze followed by Bangladesh Army, who won 14 gold,
24 silver and 14 bronze. BKSP finished a distant third with three

gold medals.

State Minister for Youth and Sports Biren Shikder declared a

reward of Tk 10,000 for each new record.

The RMM Group 27th National Swimming
Championships ended with two more
national records on the concluding day at the
newly-built Swimming Pool and Gymnasium
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One can label the
match as a battle
between Bangladesh's
spin and Zimbabwe's
batting. But Stephen
Mangongo, the
Zimbabwe coach, was
not ready to accept
the single-minded
thought and referred
to the flipside saying,
"] also take that, but at
the same time their
batsmen have to score
runs and the seamers
have to join the

party.”

It's no secret that the
musemonina cewent  1igers have pinned
their hopes on their
slow bowlers to
deliver the wickets against Zimbabwe.

Both the coach and visiting skipper
Brendan Taylor however showed
respect to their opponents in their
dialogue during the first official press
conference at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yester-

the challenge.

BRENDAN TAYLOR

ing action.

for them to face Bangladesh at their
home but they were ready to accept

Taylor said every series is impor-
tant and the excitement further
increases when they play Bangladesh.

Padilsiip
Bangladesh's home
successes,
reminded of the fact
that they had had
suUccess
Bangladesh and that
his side was confident
of doing well in the
Tests and ODIs as
they worked hard and
prepared meticu-
lously for the series.

"Besides, we have-
n't played a Test out-
side of our country in
the last 18 months, so
this series will be challenging forus."

Mangongo echoed his captain's
sentiments, but said that his side
would miss spinner Prosper Utseya,
who was banned for an illegal bowl-

positive spin on things.

he also

against

Bangladesh take on a young and unknown
Sri Lanka side in the first of the two-match 8§
Steel FIFA Friendly Series here today:.

The first international match to be held in this district town has
created a lot of buzz among the football lovers here and a sell-out
crowd is expected at the 12,000-capacity Shamsul Huda Stadium.
The match will kick off at 3:15 pm and will be telecast live on BTV.

There should also be a festive atmosphere inside the venue,
which neither of the teams did have an opportunity to look at so far,
and the festivity would certainly be complete with a win for the
hosts. But the islanders will not be overwhelmed by the occasion,
coach Nikola Kavazovic implied at the pre-match press conference

"The attention [that we are getting] is nothing new for me; it may
be for my players. Playing before a big crowd will be a learning expe-
rience for them. But I hope the Bangladeshi referees will forget
where they are from during the 90 minutes," quipped the Serbian.

Despite having a 3-8 win-loss record against Bangladesh,
Kavazovic can take heart from the fact that the last time the two sides
met, the Lankans had a comprehensive 3-0 win (in the AFC
Challenge Cup in 2010 in Colombo). However, a lot has changed
since then as the Lankans flooded the squad with young blood with
an average age of only 22 years. The youthfulness of the squad could
either prove to be an advantage or a disadvantage. Kavazovic put a

"In my dictionary, the word 'experience' means a lot of things.
Old doesn't mean experienced or young inexperienced. My players
have so much of international match experience at U-17, U-19 and
U-21 levels. Ten of them already had played international matches
before my arrival [in July 2014]," informed the coach.

Kavazovic's opposite number, Saiful Bari Titu, admitted that he
didn't have a lot of information about these young Sri Lanka play-
ers, who could have an edge in terms of fitness and enthusiasm.

"Sri Lanka have reshuffled their side a lot after the last SAFF
Championship [in 2013]. They are young and may be a bit inexperi-
enced; but then again they would have good fitness level and enthu-
siasm," said Titu, who has been elevated to the position of interim
head coach after the departure of Dutchman Lodewijk de Kruif.

"We couldn't watch any recent matches or practice sessions of Sri
Lanka. So we would try to cash in on whatever mistakes they will be
making during the match," added Titu.

UUnlike his Lankan counterpart, Titu has a mixture of youth and
experience to call from. Stalwarts like Mamunul Islam, Zahid
Hossain, Zahid Hassan Emily, Mithun Chowdhury, Jamal Bhuiyan,
Nasiruddin Chowdhury and Ariful Islam lend the side the solidity
as well as guile while youngsters like Wahed Ahmed, Sohel Rana
and Hemanta Vincent Biswas bring in pace and enthusiasm.

Titu's game plan is simple too, which is continuing with the style
de Kruif had instilled and play in an attacking 4-3-3 formation, with
Mamunul playing the pivotal role in midfield. But Titu may be forced
to make a couple of changes to the usual set-up in the midfield as
Hemanta has not fully recovered from a hamstring injury and Jamal
arrived after along flight from Denmark only on Wednesday:.

Girls sign off with
heads held high
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Bangladesh girls might not
have signed off from the
AFC U-16 Women's
Championship Qualifiers
with a victory -- losing their
last game against Iran 1-2 at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium yester-
day -- but the unheralded Bangladeshi girls,
with little exposure and with very limited
facilities, have won the hearts and minds of
the nation with entertaining displays of
football that not only surprised their oppo-
nents but also theirfans.

Two wins and two defeats, that too by the
slightest of margins against eventual qualifi-
ers Iran and second-placed India speaks
volumes of how well our girls performed on
an international stage amidst all the pre-
event fears of how many goals the
Bangladeshi girls would concede against
strong opponents like Iran, Jordan and
India, especially after the debacle of the
senior side against the same opponents.

But the team, mostly consisting of girls
aged below 14, pulled off a surprise 1-0 win
over Jordan before thrashing UAE 6-0.

Last night they gave Iran a run for their

iHC
Li-16 WOMEN™

money with Lipi Akhter giving the home
side a 16th minute lead that was sustained
till the 60th minute, when Iran ran home
and dry with two late goals.

Iran will now play the eight-team final
round to be held in China next year.

In the day’s first match, India beat Jordan
6-3 to level them with Iran in term of points
and goal difference. But their desire for the
hosts to pull of an upset was not fulfilled.

“I really feel proud to be a coach of the U-
16 team because our girls stuck to their words
of fighting against all opponents. I think we
deserve the tag of a fighting team in the tour-
nament,” said coach Golam Rabbani Choton
at the post-match briefing. “I was a bit con-
cerned about whether the girls could show
their consistency in the tournament and I'm
happy that they did what the other senior
teams could notdo in the past,” said Choton.

He said that it was now up to the
Bangladesh Football Federation to nurture
this group and provide them with maxi-
mum exposure at an international level so
that they can grow to be a competitive side.

“Otherwise, players like Sanjida Rahman,
Krishna Rani, Razia, Lipi Akter and goal-
keeper Ayesha, who really impressed in this
tournament will be lost”, Choton quipped.

BPL FIXING

Case against ICC & BCB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Dhaka Gladiators Chairman Salim
Chowdhury on Thursday filed a case against
six people, including one Bangladesh
Cricket Board and four International
Cricket Council (ICC) high ups with a
Chittagong court, accusing them of failing
to a prevent a fixed match.

The six high profile people sued are - ICC
Chief Executive Officer Dave Richardson,
ICC's Anti Corruption and Security Unit
(ACSU) chairman Sir Ronald Flanagan, its
officials Joginder Singh, Dharambir Singh
Yadav, Dhaka Gladiators coach Ian Pont and

BCB Chiet Executive Officer Nizam Uddin
Chowdhury.

Chowdhury, in the case statement, taking
reference from the ACT"s verdict on BPL fix-
ing, alleged that the accused had prior knowl-
edge of the fixed Dhaka Gladiators and
Chittagong Kings match, held at the MA Aziz
Stadium in the port city on February 2, 201 3.

He also alleged that instead of taking mea-
sures to prevent corruption and protect the
audience from being cheated, ICC high-ups
allowed the match to go on, which is tanta-
mount to dishonesty with cricket fans and the
paying public. The cased was lodged under
section 418,427 and 109 of panel code.

Biggest occasion since 1973

ATIQUE ANAM from Jessore
Jessore is all
geared up to

- I . % host its first-ever

international football match today. The
historic Shamsul Huda Stadium, which
is said to have once hosted Dynamo
Moscow against a Bangladesh team way
backin 1973, is set to grab the headlines
again as it stages the first of a two-match
FIFA International Series between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

The 12,000-capacity stadium,
which looks nondescript even by a
district standard, was taking last-
minute paintbrushes last evening to
make it look attractive. The pitch,
although quite even, looked rugged

and was in need of some watering. The
coaches of the teams, who didn't have
an opportunity to have a practice ses-
sion at the venue prior to the match,
were expecting a sub-standard pitch.

But whatever the state of the ground
and gallery is, there should be no shortage
of people at the venue. All 12,000 tickets -
priced at Tk 20, 50 and 200 - have been
sold officially through the District Football
Association, but quite a few thousand
more have been allegedly black-marketed
and at a high-price, thanks to the sky-high
demand.

Asaduzzaman Mithu, president of
Jessore DEA, claimed that since it was
the first-ever international match in
the town, demand for tickets were at
least ten times more than the supply.

"We have heard that a group touts
have printed counterfeit tickets and
sold them en masse," Mithu admitted.

The DFA president is also aware of
the fact that similar sort of scenario
had led to uncontrollable situation
during the August 29 friendly between
Bangladesh U-23 and Nepal U-23 in
Sylhet. But he claims his organisation
has taken necessary precautions.

"Three-tier security will be in place
around the stadium and every ticket
will be screened at least half a kilo-
metre away from the entry gates. Local
administration and security forces are
workingonit," informed Mithu.

Whatever the realities are, everyone
is hoping that people will enjoy this
big occasion in a disciplined manner.
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WORLD'S LARGEST SELLING

WATER PURIFIER" PUREIT GIVES YOU

CLEAR, ODORLESS SAFE DRINKING WATER
WITHOUT ANY HASSLE

-
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only in-home point of use drinking water treatment system
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on one-time payment to buy Pureit. Debit

an aone-time payment for home delivery only.

e

card holders can enjoy 10% discount

=
L Every day from 10 AM to 8 PM (charge applicable)

For more information, call Unilever Careline:

09613 105105



