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C'Ron double
propels Real

AFP, Madrid

Y

Real Madrid ensured they will head into a big
week full of confidence with a 5-0 thrashing
of Levante ahead of their meetings with

‘ Liverpool and Barcelona.
’ Cristiano Ronaldo stretched his fine scor-
ing streak at club level to nine games as he

LFP opened the scoring from the penalty spot
before Javier Hernandez headed home to
double Madrid's lead before half-time.

Ronaldo powered home his 15th league goal in just
seven appearances this season to make it 3-0 before sweet
finishes from James Rodriguez and Isco rounded of a sev-
enth consecutive win for the European champions.

Madrid now lie just a point adrift of leaders Barcelona,
but the Catalans can restore their four-point advantage with
a win over Eibar later on Saturday.

Real boss Carlo Ancelotti was missing a host of first team
regulars as Karim Benzema and Raphael Varane missed out
due to a fever, Sergio Ramos was sidelined by a calf injury
and Gareth Bale handed a rare rest after his exertions with
Wales in the past week.

However, the visitors could still have put the game to bed
inside the first 15 minutes as Ronaldo was uncharacteristi-
cally wasteful in front of goal.

The Portuguese captain sliced wide with just Diego
Marino to beat after a wonderful through ball from Luka
Modric and then pulled another shot wide from the edge of
the box moments later,

Ronaldo, though, wasn't to be denied on 12 minutes as
Hernandez was tripped inside the area by Juanfran and the
World Player of the Year slammed home the resulting penalty.

Levante reacted well to going behind and came close to
an equaliser twice in a matter of seconds midway through
the first-half as Marcelo diverted Pape Diop's effort inches
past his own goal.

And from the corner Modric had to make a fine clearance
off the line to prevent Victor Camarasa punishing Madrid's
slack marking,

6-shooter Bayern

REUTERS, Berlin

Champions Bayern Munich crushed Werder
Bremen 6-0 in the Bundesliga on Saturday to
protect their four-point lead at the top as last
BUNDES season's runners-up Borussia Dortmund con-
LIGA tinued their poor run with a 2-1 loss at Cologne.

Fellow Champions League participants Bayer Leverkusen
spectacularly imploded, giving up a 3-0 halftime lead to
draw 3-3 against troubled VB Stuttgart.

With winger Franck Ribery making his comeback as a
substitute on the hour, league leaders Bayern were in com-
plete control with Philipp Lahm and Xabi Alonso giving
them an early two-goal cushion.

With Werder unable to counter the Bavarian attacks, a
43rd-minute penalty from Thomas Mueller and Mario
Goetze's shot two minutes later killed off the game before
halftime.,

Lahm and Goetze got their second goals of the after-
noon in the second half to lift Bayern to 20 points, four
ahead of second-placed Borussia Moenchengladbach,
who eased past Hanover 96 3-0 with two goals from for-
ward Max Kruse.

It was a different story for Borussia Dortmund, who
despite having Ilkay Guendogan back after more than 17
months out with a back injury, lost 2-1 at Cologne for their
fifth defeat in eight league matches.

RESULTS

Bayern Munich 6 (Lahm 20, 79, Xabi Alonso 27, Mueller 43-pen, Goetze 45, 86)
Werder Bremen 0

Mainz 05 2 (Hofmann 20, Jairo 23) Augsburg 1 (Werner 78)

Hanover 96 0 Borussia Moenchengladbach 3 (Kruse 15, 90, Xhaka 49)
Freiburg 1 (Kerk 90+1) VL Wolfsburg 2 (Caligiuri 8, 66)

ViB Stuttgart 3 (Werner 57, Klein 67, Hamnik 76) Bayer Leverkusen 3 (Son 4,9,
Bellarabi 41)
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Live from 5:00pm
Star Sports 4

La Liga

Atletico Madrid v
Espanyol

Live from 4:00pm
English Premier
League

QPR v Liverpool
Live from 6:30pm
Stoke v Swansea
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Live from 9:00pm
Star Sports 2

Indian Super League
Atletico Kolkata v Delhi
Live from 5:00pm
North East v Goa

Live from 7:30pm
Star Sports 1

La Liga

Deportivo v Valencia

Live from 9:00pm

Manchester City striker Sergio Aguero (R) scores his fourth goal against Tottenham Hotspur during their

Premier League encounter at the Etihad Stadium yesterday.

Saints go goal-crazy

AFP, London

High-flying Southampton
thrashed Sunderland 8-0 in
the Premier League on
Saturday as unbeaten lead-
ers Chelsea remained five
points clear at the top with a 2-1 win away to
Crystal Palace.

Sergio Aguero scored all Manchester
City's goals in a 4-1 defeat of 10-man
Tottenham Hotspur as the champions
remained second while Arsenal needed a
stoppage-time equaliser to seal a 2-2 draw
with Hull -- the team they beat in last sea-
son's FA Cup final. Everton climbed up the
table with a 3-0 win at home to Aston Villa
but struggling Burnley were left searching
for their first league win of the season after a
3-1loss at home to West Ham.

At St Mary's, Southampton were 3-0 up at
half-time, the goal rush starting when
Sunderland’s Santiago Vergini put through
his own net when he volleyed in an
attempted clearance in the 12th minute.

Graziano Pelle made it 2-0 six minutes
later and there was more misery for the
morte than 2,000 travelling Sunderland fans
who had made the long journey down from
the north-east to the south coast when Jack
Cork turned in from close range.

The goals kept coming in the second half,
Liam Bridcutt diverting Pelle's shot into his
own net for a second own-goal of the match
betore Pelle, Dusan Tadic, Victor Wanyama
and Sadio Mane piled on the agony for
Sunderland.

RESULTS

Arsenal 2 (Sanchez 13, Welbeck 90) Hull 2 (Diame 17, Hernandez 46)
Burnley 1 (Boyd 60) West Ham 3 {Sakho 49, Valencia 54, Cole 70)
Crystal Palace 1 (Campbell 90) Chelsea 2 (Oscar 6, Fabregas 51)
Everton 3 (Jagielka 18, Lukaku 48, Coleman 76) Aston Villa 0
Manchester City 4 {Aquero 13, 20-pen, 68-pen, 75) Tottenham 1

(Eriksen 15)
Southampton 8 (Vergini 12-o0q, Pelle 18, 69, Cork 37, Bridcutt 63-0q,

At Selhurst Park, Oscar's brilliant 30-yard
free-kick gave Chelsea a sixth-minute lead.

But five minutes before the break,
Chelsea defender Cesar Azpilicueta was
shown a red card for diving in two-footed
on Mile Jedinak.

However, there was still time in the first
half for Palace to also be reduced to 10 men,
with Damien Delaney dismissed for a sec-
ond bookable offence after hauling back
Loic Remy.

Chelsea doubled their lead in the 51st
minute when Cesc Fabregas played a one-
two with Eden Hazard and Oscar before
calmly planting the ball past Julian Speroni
atthe near post.

Palace pulled a goal back in the last min-
ute of normal time through Fraizer
Campbell.

Aguero was the start turn as Manchester
City overwhelmed Spurs, who last season
conceded 11 goals in two league games
against the eventual champions.

The Argentina forward opened the scor-
ing in the 13th minute and then struck from
the penalty spot seven minutes later after
Christian Eriksen's 15th-minute equaliser.
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'Confidence back
with Dunga'

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

£ Three months on from their World Cup semi-
final hiding by Germany, Brazil have recov-
ered their poise, former coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira said Friday.

Parreira served as technical assistant to
2002 Cup-winning coach Luiz Felipe Scolari as the five-
times champions were humbled 7-1 on home soil by even-
tual winners Germany.

He and Scolari stepped down afterwards and former
handler Dunga has overseen four straight friendly wins
since he returned for a second spell, having been sacked
after the 2010 World Cup.

"Dunga's main task was to recover confidence and
respect for Brazilian football after the Cup.

"I thought it would take a little longer and I don't think
we're quite there yet but it's four matches and four wins, one
over Argentina. He's been doing a good job," said Parreira,
who led the Selecao to 1994 World Cup glory.

PHOTO: AFP attack.”

The current team, he said,
uses what is a lethal weapon in football -- the counter-

"is compact, defends well and

Mumbai bounce
back in style

GOAL.COM

Mumbai City FC put up a five star show as
they ripped apart FC Pune City scoring five
past them without reply. Andre Moritz led
from the front, registering a hattrick (12', 27",
71') while Subash Singh (37') and Johan
Letzelter (85') were the others to join the party.

Both sides made changes in what was the first
Maharashtra derby in the Indian Super League (ISL).
Subash Singh and Andre Francisco Moritz started upfront
for Mumbai. Meanwhile, injured captain Syed Rahim Nabi
was replaced by Peter Costa.

Meanwhile, Pune benched Daniele Magliocchetti, Israil
Gurung, Manish Maithani and Kwang Il Park. Pritam Kotal,
Dudu, Mehrajuddin Wadoo and Andres Gonzalez made the
cut in their place.

With 12 minutes on the clock, Mumbai City FC scored
their first goal in the ISL as they broke the deadlock in stun-
ning fashion. A swift sweeping move on the counter-attack
ended with Moritz cutting in from the right & finishing
brilliantly inside the far post.

In the 26th minute, Subash was at the heart of some good
play by the home team that ended with a cross by Moritz
being headed over by Nadong Bhutia at the far post.

However, from the following corner, Moritz bagged his
second of the game as he got ahead of his marker to steer in
Ralter's inswinging corner kick at the near post.

Mumbai kept pushing forward on the break as Subash
worked the channels excellently. The forward was set free
down the right on this occasion and cross found Ralte who
took a touch before unleashing a left-footed drive that
forced Belardi into a save. Friedrich's looping header then
landed on the roof of the net from the resultant corner,

Sturridge
sidelined

AFP, London

Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers has revealed
England striker Daniel
Sturridge is set to be
sidelined for another
month.

Sturridge has already
been out of action for six
weeks due to a thigh strain
he picked up on interna-
tional duty.

The 25-year-old had
hoped to make his come-
back on Sunday when
Liverpool travel to Queens
Park Rangers in the Premier
League.

But, according to the
Liverpool Echo, the former
Chelsea forward pulled his
calf during training on
Thursday and could now be

absent for up to another
month.

He has already been
sorely missed by Liverpool,
who have struggled to emu-
late last season's free-
scoring form, and is likely to
be out of action for the Reds'
Champions League double-
header against Real Madrid
and England's Euro 2016
qualifying match against
Slovenia.
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