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In the week that he
marked the 10th anni-
versary of his competi-
tive debut for Barcelona,
Lionel Messi could

become the all-time top
scorer in the history of

LFP LaLiga.

The Argentine made his bow as a
17-year-old in a 1-0 win at city rivals
Espanyol on October 16, 2004. Now
he is preparing to face Eibar at the
Camp Nou on Saturday needing just
two goals to equal Telmo Zarra's all-
time Spanish top-flight record of 251,
setin the 1950s.

Messi, who told fans he was "con-
stantly trying to improve and win
more titles," has been back at his best
in the early weeks of this season to
help the Catalans to the top of La Liga
with six wins and a draw in their open-

English Premiership

SassuolovJuventus

ing seven games.

They are two points clear of Valencia
and have yet to concede a goal so far,
and they will want to keep that form
going against Eibar before they go to
Real Madrid for the first Clasico of the
campaign next weekend.

"To go into the Clasico in the best

possible condition we need to win on
Saturday,” said left-back Jordi Alba.
"If we don't win this one we will

FIXTURES

(all times GMT)

Saturday

Levante v Real Madrid (1400), Athletic Bilbao v Celta
Vigo (1600), Barcelona v Eibar (1800), Cordoba v Malaga
(2000)

Sunday

Atletico Madrid v Espanyol (1000), Deportivo v Valencia
(1500), Elche v Sevilla (1700), Villarreal v Almeria (1900)
Monday

Real Sociedad v Getafe (1845)

Live from 8:00pm

Barca seek Clasico boost

suffer when we play in Madrid. Eibar
have had good results away from home
and if we don't play at a high level they
will make it difficult for us."

Eibar will hope that Luis Enrique’s
side are distracted by thoughts of Madrid
and their Champions League meeting
with Ajax in midweek, although the
Basque side have had an impressive start
to the season themselves.

The entire population of the town
could fit into the Camp Nou three
times and still leave empty spaces, but
Gaizka Garitano's side, in their debut
top-flight season, currently have as
many points as their far more illustri-
ous neighbours Athletic Bilbao and
Real Sociedad combined.

"This is football and it's clear that if we
defend well, don't make mistakes and get
a bit of luck, we can come away with at
least a point,” said optimistic midfielder
Dani Nieto, formerly of Barcelona B.

(ordobavMalaga

Davydenko
retires

AFP, Moscow

Former world number three
Nikolay Davydenko of Russia
on Thursday announced his
decision to retire. Speaking at
a press conference during the
Kremlin Cupin Moscow,
Davudenko said: "I'm 33
years old. Unfortunately, for
some years now, | have been
struggling with injuries.

"It's hard for me to talk
about it. I have been think-
ing when to announce it.

"The time has come. |
have my whole life to live
and I officially announce
my retirement from profes-
sional tennis."

He had enjoyed better
days during a successful
career in which he won 21
ATP tournaments.

Mario struggling to adapt

REUTERS, London

Mario Balotelli admits he is
struggling to adapt to
Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers' tactics as he seeks
to open his Premier League
account for his new club.

The Italian has endured a difficult start to
the season since joining from AC Milan,
managing just one goal for Liverpool
against Bulgarian side Ludogorets in the
Champions League and being dropped
from the national squad.

"If it was my choice, 1 would always go
with two strikers, it's the way I like to play, but
Brendan asked me to play as the first striker,"
Balotelli, who will attempt to break his duck
against Queens Park Rangers on Sunday, said
in an interview with Sport magazine.

"I understand that when the ball comes
from wide on the left or right, I need to be in
the box otherwise there might be no one
there atall.

"I need to get in the box more. I don't do
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it enough, but it is something I am working
to try to do more. I have never been a real,
out-and-out striker -- 1 have always been
someone who goes around the pitch."

Despite his teething troubles at Liverpool,
Balotelli is impressed with the club.

"I didn't really know much about the
club before coming here, but I've been really
surprised,” Balotelli said.

"I knew they were a very good team, but I
didn't know they were as good as they are,
Of course, we need to improve many things
because we have started off not very good,
but I think the players here are amazing,

"I can see already that the Liverpool fans
really like me, although 1 know that maybe
they are a little upset because I don't score,"
added the 24-year-old who won the Premier
League while at Manchester City.

"I know I have one goal in the
Champions League but in the Premier
League I have to start with one. After that I
might set myself a target but [ swear right
now my first league goal is my first and only
objective."

Live from 2:00am
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STARSPORTSHD2
English Premiership
Arsenal v Hull City

Live from 8:00pm

Mamunul to
join camp
on Oct 20

SPORTS REPORTER

Indian Super League fran-
chise Atletico de Kolkata
have agreed to release
Bangladesh national team
captain Mamunul Islam on
October 20 for a span of
eight days for the national
team's two FIFA interna-
tional friendly against Sri
Lanka.

The Bangladesh skipper,
who was not in the side in
Kolkata's opening two
matches, is likely to fly on
Monday, the day after the
Kolkata franchise play their
third match against Delhi
Dynamos.

“I had a talk with one of
the officials of Atletico de
Kolkata and he assured me
that Mamunul will fly to
Dhaka on October 20,
However, he expected
Mamunul to be back in
Kolkata on October 28,”
said Bangladesh Football
Federation general secretary
Abu Nayeem Shohag yes-
terday.

Meanwhile, Denmark-
based midfielder Jamal
Bhuiyan is likely to join
the squad the day before
the first match against Sri
Lanka which will be held
in Jessore on October 24,
The second match is slated
for October 27 in
Rajshahi.

The BFF general secre-
tary also informed that
the nine players of Sheikh
Jamal DC, who are in the
club’s camp as part of
their preparing for
Bhutan's King's Cup, may
join the squad at the
BKSP today.
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AFP, London

| Chelsea head to London
rivals Crystal Palace on
Saturday eager to maintain
I or even extend their five-
point lead at the top of the
Premier League table as domestic action
resumes after the international break.

Palace surprised Chelsea, and the rest of
the league, by winning last season's corre-
sponding clash and Blues captain John Terry
has dismissed talk that this season’s title-
race is already done and dusted.

"Clearly it (the title race) is not over," he
said.

"Other teams have been in this position.
It's nice to have the lead but when you're at
the top everyone wants to shoot you down.

"That's the good thing about the Premier
League and why everyone loves it. Teams are
out to get us because we are at the top and
playing well."

Defending champions Manchester City,
currently second, are at home to Tottenham
Hotspur and on-loan midfielder Frank
Lampard has told his team-mates to be wary
of a revitalised Spurs.

"They may go through a slight transi-
tional period but I was very impressed with
their manager (Mauricio Pochettino) when
he was at Southampton and if he can bring
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Chelsea eye Palace coup

the same imprint on Tottenham, who argu-
ably have more quality within their squad,
they'll do really well. They are a good side.”

Arsenal face Hull in a repeat of last sea-
son's thrilling FA Cup final where the
Gunners came from 2-0 down to win 3-2 and
so claim their first major trophy in nine years.

Both newly-promoted Burnley and strug-
gling Newcastle have yet to win in the
Premier League this season but they will
each look to put that right at home to West
Ham and Leicester respectively on Saturday.

Yet it is Queens Park Rangers, who wel-
come Liverpool to Loftus Road on Sunday,
who are bottom of the table.

There has been growing speculation that
QPR's owner, Malaysian businessman Tony
Fernandes, could sack veteran manager
Harry Redknapp.

FIXTURES

(1400GMT unless stated)

Saturday

Arsenal v Hull, Burnley v West Ham, Crystal Palace v Chelsea,
Everton v Aston Villa, Manchester City v Tottenham (1145GMT),
Newcastle v Leicester, Southampton v Sunderland

Sunday

Queens Park Rangers v Liverpool (1230GMT), Stoke v Swansea
(1500GMT)

Monday

West Bromwich Albion v Manchester United (1900GMT)
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Well Furnished 9
(nine) Storied
Apartment at

Basundhara. R/A

Per floor 5000 sft.

g JMI Builders & Construction Ltd.
7/A Shantibag , Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh

Tel: 01777742890, 01714034416,
01777742880

OUR NEW FESTIVE COLLECTION
IS TRULY A CRACKER.
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