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Roadside trees sold at

throwaway prices

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

The zila parishad adminis-
trator has recently sold 10
rain trees on Jhenidah-
Chuadanga Road and four
mahogany trees on
Jhenidah-Jessore Road
without inviting tenders.

Detying all rules, the
administrators sold all the
14 roadside trees at throw-
away prices, district forest
office sources said.

Zila Parishad sources said
timber trader Zinnah Ali of
Paglakanai area in the dis-
trict town purchased 10 rain
trees at Tk one lakh and four
mahogany trees at Tk
80,000.

The real value of the rain
trees is Tk 10 lakh while the
present price of each
mahogany is Tk three to four
lakh, sources added.

Labourers engaged by
Jinnah have already started
cutting down the trees on
Jhenidah-Chuadanga Road.

While visiting the road
yesterday, this correspon-
dent found them felling
dead trees with the live ones.

Some local timber trad-
ers, seeking anonymity, said

the trees have been sold at
nominal prices. The district
administrator had sold the
rain and mahogany trees,
ignoring the rules, they
alleged.

District Forest Officer
Liakat Hossain said, the zila
parishad can sell only dead
trees, following the rules.
Approval of a divisional
level committee, headed by
the divisional forest officer,
is a must to issue tenders for
selling such trees.

Timber trader Zinnah Ali
told this correspondent that
he had purchased 10 dead
trees on Jhenidah-
Chuadanga Road for Tk one
lakh. He refuted the allega-
tion of felling live trees.

SM Moinur Hossain,
executive officer of zila
parishad, said he was not
aware of selling the trees. “I
will look into the matter,”
he said.

Contacted, district
administrator and AL dis-
trict unit Vice-President
Abdul Wahed Joardar said
he sold a few roadside dead
tress through quotation. He
declined to comment on the
felling of live trees.
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A large rain tree, sold without
any tender, is being sawed
into logs beside Jhenidah-
Chuadanga road on Tuesday.
Jhenidah zila parishad
administrator recently sold
for very low prices 14 valu-
able roadside trees without
any tender.

ATTACK ON HASINA'S CONVOY IN SATKHIRA
Court orders police for
action against culprits

OUuUR EGRRESPDHDEHI',
Satkhira

A Satkhira court yester-
day asked police to take
action against those who
attacked the convoy of
Sheikh Hasina in
Kolaroa upazila over a
decade ago.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Nitai Chandra Saha of
Satkhira district court
ordered the officer in-
charge of Kolaroa police
station to record the case as
regular,

On August 30 in 2002,
Sheikh Hasina, the then
opposition leader, had gone
to the district to meet a
raped housewife.

On the way BNP lead-
ers and activists alleg-
edly attacked her convoy
at the order of the then

lawmaker Habibul Islam
Habib in Kolaroa.

The attackers fired gun-
shots to kill Hasina but she
survived the assassination
attempt while others
accompanying her sus-
tained injuries. Several
journalists were also
assaulted during the inci-
dent.

Being failed to file a case
with the local police sta-
tion, freedom fighter com-
mander and AL leader
Moslem Uddin filed a case
with Satkhira magistrate
court against 27 BNP men,
including incumbent
Kolaroa municipality
mayor Akterul Islam, in
connection with the gun
attack.

Then the court ordered
the police to investigate the
case and submit a report in

2002,

The local police submit-
ted a final report to the
court in December 25,
2003. But the plaintiff
submitted a no-confidence
petition against the police
report in January 22 the
following year.

However, the court
settled the case after a
hearing in April the same
year. The plaintiff again
filed a writ petition with
the High Court to con-
tinue the case. Soon after
filing of the writ, the apex
court stayed it.

In July last year, the
higher court ordered the
Satkhira court to recon-
sider the case. The local
court's order came yester-
day following the court
order.

Missing army
man found
murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The body of an army man,
who went missing on the
way to his village home in
Jhenidah from Bogra
Cantonment on October 2,
was found in a pond at
Mazidpur village under
Pabna Sadar upazila yester-
day.

The victim is Md Obaidul
Haque, 40, of Moheshpur
village in Kotchandpur
upazila of Jhenidah. Police
found his identity card
(batch number 4035126) in
a pocket.

Officer in-charge Kazi
Haniful Islam of Sadar
Police Station said locals
found the body floating in a
pond of the village beside
Pabna-Rajshahi highway in
the afternoon and informed
the police station.

Police went to the spot
and recovered the decom-
posed the body of the
victim with hands tied
behind his back.
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Bus services on 17 routes from Chandpur, including capital Dhaka, came to a halt for about seven hours yesterday after a
gang of extortionists picked up Khokon Chowkidar, 40, a bus driver, from a Chandpur bus stand for refusing to pay toll.
The gang beat up and stabbed him at nearby Ghoramara Ashrayan Project premises. The victim was later hospitalised in
an unconscious state. The stand-off ended at about 1:00pm after the authorities assured the union leaders of taking
urgent steps against the culprits.
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Lightning
kills two

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two people were killed by
lightning in Thakurgaon and
Chuadanga districts on
Tuesday.

A man was killed by a light-
ing strike at Jadobpur in
Haripur upazila of Thakurgaon
onTuesdayafternoon.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Babul Hossain, 36,
son of Idris Ali, a resident of
Haria village in Ranishankail
upazila of the district, reports
our correspondent.

In Chuadanga, 13-year-old
boy was killed and three others
were injured by lightning strike
at Bhultiya and Taltola villages
under Sadar upazila of the
district on Tuesday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Shagor Ahamed, 13,
son of Hafiz Sarder of

Bhultiya village.

Two Bangladeshis
electrocuted on
Chuadanga border

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chuadanga

Two Bangladeshi youths were
‘electrocuted’ while they were
crossing Goyeshpur border
along Kulupara village in
Jibonnagar upazila early
yesterday.

The deceased are Suja
Uddin , 32, son of Gezar
Ali, of Uttarpara village, and
Ananda, 30, son of Abdul
Mannan of the same village.

Lt Col SM Moniruzzaman,
commanding officer (CO) of
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB)- 6 Battalion said, a
gang of 5 to 6 alleged drug
peddlers were trying to enter
into Indian territory through

border along Kulupara village
around 3:30am.

Gezar and Ananda came in
contact with a live electric wire
of a power run water pump in
a field of the village that also
has a connection in India.
Both of them died on the spot
while the others managed to
flee the spot, said the CO.

Being informed, the bor-
der guards with the help of the
locals recovered the bodies in
the morning and handed
them over to the police.

Contacted, Humayun
Kabir, OC of Jibannagar PS,
said an unnatural (UD)
death case was filed with the
police station.

Tragic!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Daudkandi, Comilla

A woman allegedly poisoned
her two minor kids to death
and later killed hearself by
taking poison at Bhaorkhola
village in Meghna upazila
yesterday morning,

The deceased are Rekha
Begum, 35, wife of Md
Alamgir, and Sumaiya
Akhter, 8, and Sumon, 5.

Police arrested Alamgir
after theincident.

The incident was a
sequel to family feud,
sources said.

Rekha was at her father's
residence for about three
months. When she returned
to her husband's house a
few days ago, she locked in a
fierce quarrel with Alamgir
over a family matter. Sources
said, on Tuesday night she
had another round of feud
with her in-laws.
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