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Shias join Sunnis
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But nearly two months into a US-led
bombing campaign, this week's battles
have provided the strongest early signs
yet of what Washington and Baghdad
hope could be a revival of the alliance
with tribes to counter Islamic State.
"DEFENDING THEIR OWN
FAMILIES"

Dhuluiya, which comes from the word
"ribs”, is a small town surrounded on
three sides by a kink in the Tigris. A
north-south highway runs through it,
making it potentially one of the final
stops for fighters attempting to assault
Baghdad from the north.

When Islamic State fighters arrived
in June, members of the al-Jubouri
tribe refused their request to hand over
35 local police and security forces
officers. Since then, there have been
attacks and counter-attacks, while the
Sunni tribesmen have been mostly
besieged inside the town.

With no way out, they began receiv-
ing help from Balad, the mainly Shia
sister town on the opposite bank.

"We have no access now except using
boats to go to Balad, the only place
which helps us. The people of Balad
have helped us with food, ammunition,
weapons and receiving the wounded,"
said Abdullah Mohammed, a fighter
from the Jubour tribe. "Some of them
even fight with us.”

The Dhuluiva municipality chief,
Turki Khalaf Turki, said the coopera-

tion could be a model for the country:
"The starting point of unity in Iraq will
be Dhuluiya, which wanted unity,
while Islamic State wants sedition.”

On Tuesday, the fighters launched
what appeared to be a coordinated
assault to capture the town once and
for all. Insurgents flanked Dhuluiya
from the eastern and northern sides,
using mortars, RPG rounds, machine
ouns and hand grenades, Colonel
Hussein al-Jubouri from Dhuluiya's
police force said.

"We were able to stop them and our
people have high morale because they
are defending their town and fami-
lies," he told Reuters on Wednesday,
adding that the area was being targeted
by mortars as they spoke. Nine resi-
dents and four fighters died.

Across the river, the insurgents also
launched an attack on Balad near a
Shia shrine that would have allowed
them to complete their siege of
Dhuluiya. Abu Gyath, an influential
Shia sheikh, said fighters in Balad
defended the territory to help the
tribesmen across the river.

"If they control this area, God for-
bid, then Dhuluiva will be suffocated
and it will be hard for us to send help.
Otherwise, we pledged to help them as
they are in a difficult situation," he
said.

'FULL COOPERATION'
While such cooperation is rare, it is not

unique.

In the north, members of the
Shammar tribe helped Kurdish troops
known as Peshmerga capture Rabia on
Tuesday, the main border crossing
between northern Irag and Islamic
State-held territory in eastern Syria.

Abdullah Yawar, a leading member
of the tribe who long had an acrimoni-
ous relationship with Kurds, said he
had been negotiating an alliance with
Kurdish regional leader Massoud
Barzani since Islamic State fighters
swept into the north's biggest city
Mosul in June.

Ahead of this week's Kurdish assault
on Rabia, Yawar communicated with
people inside the town to tell them
that the forces coming to take it were
"friendly".

"All of the Shammar are with the
Peshmerga, and there is full coopera-
tion between us,” he told Reuters after
the battle.

In Hit, a Euphrates River town west
of Baghdad that fell to the militants on
Thursday, the Sunni Albu Nimr tribe
has reportedly clashed with the insur-
gents.

"When we saw Islamic State killing
civilians, innocent people, destroying
houses, they even took some of our
men and we don't know their destiny
till now," a member of the Albu Nimr
tribe who declined to be named told
Reuters.

Latif in US, may go to Canada
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had gone to receive an award on behalf
of Bangladesh government, without
actually receiving the award.

“I am under the impression after
talking to them [Bangladeshi in New
York] that he [Latif] may head for
Canada instead of Bangladesh to see
his daughter living there,” said BBC's

New York correspondent Lovlu Ansari.
According to Lovlu, Latif had left
John F Kennedy Airport in a taxi
reportedly to visit arelative.
Bangladesh's permanent represen-
tative at the UN Abdul Momen told the
BBC reporter that he did not have
information on Latif to give as he had
not entered the USA as a member of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's entou-
rage.

Hasina
Thursday.

She in a press conference yesterday
told the media about the minister's
removal from cabinet, which would
be made effective following proce-
dure.

returned home on

Govt must sit with BNP
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organised at BNP chief Khaleda Zia's
Gulshan office in the capital yesterday
evening, just an hour after Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at another press
briefing said her government would not
hold talks with the BND.

On Abdul Latif Siddique's removal
from the cabinet, Mirza Fakhrul
said:"The prime minister's inaction
[on the matter] has frustrated and
disappointed the nation.”

He claimed that in Hasina's yester-
day's speech there was no clear indica-
tion when Latif would be removed
from the cabinet.

The PM said she would take steps
according to the proper government
procedures [on the matter|] while the
people are demanding that Latif be
punished under the law immediately,

Mirza Fakhrul said.

At yesterday's press briefing, Hasina
also said it was Latif Siddique who
would pay the price, not her govern-
ment or Awami League, for the com-
ments he made in New York.

Fakhrul criticised the PM for her
remark and said: “In a parliamentary
democracy, the prime minister takes
the responsibility of such comments
made by her cabinet members.”

“So, the PM cannot avoid the
responsibility.”

"Any legal measure is yet to be taken
[against Latif] for making derogatory
remarks on our Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh),” he said.

On September 28, Latif at a recep-
tion in New York arranged by expatri-
ate Bangladeshis said he was against
hajj and Tabligh Jamaat.

The remarks triggered widespread
criticisms at home and abroad, and
embarrassed the government.

At yesterday's press conference at
Gulshan, BNP vice chairman
Shamsher Mabin Chowdhury alleged
that the Awami League was spreading
some false information about Sheikh
Hasina's recent visit to the LISA.

"“There was no bilateral meeting
between the prime minister and Ban
Ki-moon. She got only five minutes for
a photo shoot [with Ban Ki-moon],”
he said.

“The government has highlighted
the meeting between Hasian and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
[in New York]|. But on the other hand,
India did not highlight the meeting
because they did not consider it impor-
tant,” Mabin added.
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Hajj in prayers
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From early morning, pilgrims
crowded onto the slippery, rocky hill
known as Mount Mercy, where
Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) made
his final sermon 14 centuries ago.

The pilgrims' attire turned the hill
white in colour, and they carried
umbrellas as shields against the hot
desert sun.

All male pilgrims dress in white
ithram to symbolise a state of purity,
which also emphasises their unity
regardless of social status or national-
1ty.

Saudi Interior Minister Prince
Mohammed bin Nayef said the hajj
had attracted almost 1.4 million
foreign pilgrims from 163 nations.

Local media report that several
hundred thousand Saudis are also
participating, pushing the total
towards two million.

Security forces were deployed en
masse across Arafat plain and Mount
Mercy to organise the wave of humanity.

"This way, hajji. Don't stop here.
You're blocking the way," security
men shouted through loudspeakers,
trying to control the crowds.

"Sometimes we have difficulties
understanding each others' languages,
and mostly the elderly can't understand
what we are saying,” said Ali al-
Shemmari, a soldier stationed at the hill.

"The pilgrims believe that they
should climb up, although this is not
necessary... But things are going well,"
he said.

The number of faithful seemed
fewer than past years following a
crackdown by authorities on illegal
pilgrims, more than 145,000 of
whom have been turned away, the
official Saudi Press Agency said.

Saudi authorities are also striving
to protect pilgrims from two deadly
viruses, Ebola and the MERS
COronavirus.

No such cases have been recorded
among the hajj visitors, officials say.

Pilgrims will stay at Mount Arafat
until sunset when they set off for
nearby Muzdalifah, where they gather
pebbles for the symbolic "stoning of
the devil" today.

32 killed
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Ambulances have been pressed in by
the administration and rescue opera-
tion is on as many dead or injured
could still be trapped in the stretch of
road.

Woman stabbed
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began hacking Rina, a slum dweller
in Dhumpara, indiscriminately at
Kalshi Dighir Par when she was going
to her workplace around 8:00am.
Locals caught Habibur from the
spot and took Rina to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital where she
was pronounced dead on arrival.
A murder case was filed.

Latif's removal underway
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said. Rather, it's him who is in trouble.
This is the reality. The government has
nothing to do with this.”

She also said, "If anyone makes
inconsiderate comments, it won't be
acceptable to us. So, we will take what-
ever measures are needed to be taken
against him and we have already given
instructions to that end .... There's no
room for confusion here.”

The press conference was held to
brief the media about the outcome of
her visit to the US to attend the 69th
UN General Assembly.

Hasina claimed her trip was very
successful, and Bangladesh's image
had been brightened in the UN for the
country's many achievements.

However, many of the journalists’
questions were on Latif, minister for
posts and telecommunications and
also a presidium member of the ruling
Awami League.

Asked exactly when her decision
would be executed, the PM said,
"Some procedures must be followed
for removing a minister. He will have
to resign if I ask him to do so. If he does
not, he will be sacked."

If he were to be removed, the file
will have to be sent to the president.
The president 1s now abroad for per-
forming hajj and so is the cabinet
secretary. The file will move once the
office opens, she added.

"What I've said will be done. 1 said I
won't keep him in the cabinet, and he
won'tbe [init].”

On whether Latif will lose his party
post as well, Hasina, also the AL presi-
dent, said the party's central working
committee will decide on the matter.

“It is not acceptable that one of my
party leaders will hurt religious senti-
ments of the people.”

Latif has been getting a lot of flak for
taking a swipe at the practices of hajj
and Tabligh Jamaat (a movement to
preach and spread Islamic values) at a
discussion in New York on Sunday.

The BNP, Jatiya Party and several
[slamist parties have demanded his
removal, arrest and punishment.

The PM said as soon as she was
informed of those remarks, she
ordered the officials concerned to
prepare the file for his removal. "I did
not take a second to give the decision.”
NO DIALOGUE WITH BNP
Hasina outright rejected any possibil-
ity of talks with the BNP to end the
political crisis centring on the contro-
versial January 5 election.

The BNP and different national and
international bodies have long been
pressing for dialogues.

Asked if the UN secretary general
called for initiating talks, she said,
“This time he didn't say anything.
Perhaps he doesn't see anything
wrong.”

Hasina then went on to ask the
journalist who made the query if he

(the journalist) would sit for talks with
someone who wanted to kill him.

"With whom will 1 sit for talks?
With the ones who resorted to corrup-
tion, blasts and grenade attacks? Those
who killed my party lawmakers, Ivy
Rahman and party leaders and work-
ers, and attacked minority communi-
ties?

“Will 1 have to sit with those who
burnt alive hundreds of people, burnt
hundreds of holy Quran and set
mosques afire?”

GOVTTO GO TOUGH

On the BNP's threats of a tougher
movement after the Eid, she said
Khaleda's movement meant killing of
people.

“The government will do what it has
done before,” she said, adding that her
administration knew how to deal with
such movements.

“I don't know who's backing her
| Khaleda Zia).”

Replying to a query, she said an
accused is allowed to go free even after
testimony by FBI. Many leading papers
don't write about this. They are out
with binoculars only to find the
Awami League's faults.

'HISTORY DISTORTION'

Queried if she thinks the recent books
by Tajuddin Ahmad's daughter
Sharmin Ahmad and AK Khandaker
have links to BNP Senior Vice-
Chairman Tarique Rahman's com-
ments on the history of Bangladesh,
Hasina said, "Everyone is writing at
whim. How old were they at the time
about which they are writing? And
one of my ministers ... he was a free-
dom fighter and he has written it ...
now the publisher should also be
asked how they could publish a book
containing false information or ... . If
you observe the patterns of the two
books, it seems the same person is the
writer of those.”

'LIFE AT RISK'

The premier said her life was at risk.

“Why do you forget that my father,
mother and brothers were killed on
August 15, 1975, and after that the
killers were rewarded and socially and
politically established by Ziaur
Rahman, Ershad and Khaleda Zia?”

She said she returned to the country
and joined politics knowing that risk.
“Had I cared about my life, you would-
n't have gotten back democracy. That's
the reality.”

Replying to another query, she said
the trial of the 21 August grenade attack
cases should be expedited.

About the extradition treaty with
India, Hasina said talks were on in this
regard and there was some progress on
the matter.

She also said she spoke with the US
authorities about the killing of
Nazmul, a leader of the US chapter of
AL, who was killed in New York
recently.
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Design,

Engineering Office
Shahjalal University of Science & Technology, Sylhet.

Invitation for Tender

Sealed tenders are hereby invited according to PPA-2006 & PPR-2008 (amended till to date) for the
undermentioned work as per terms and conditions stated below;

Ministry of Education,
Shahjalal University of Science & Technology, Sylhet.
Syed Habibur Rahman, University Engineer, SUST, Sylhet.

(OTM)

Engineering, Supply, Installation,

Open Tendering Method (OTM-PW2)

Budget and source of Development Fund (GOB).
funds
8  Tender publication date Within 05 (five) days.

Date- 29/10/2014 up to 1.00pm.
Date- 30M10/2014, Time-12.00 noon
Date- 30/10/2014, Time-12.15 pm

Sonali Bank Ltd, SUST Branch, Sylhet,

Office of the University Engineer, SUST, Sylhet.

Tenderer must meet the following qualifying and other eligibility criteria stated in the tender documents
(attested copies of required papers to be enclosed with the tender as documentary evidence) :
(a) General experience not less than 05 (five) years. (b) Minimum 01 (one) No. similar work experience of
value not less than Tk. 60,00 (sixty) lac within last 05 (five) years in a single work order (Both work order
and completion certificate from an officer not below the rank of Executive Engineer to be attached). (c¢)
Liquid assets/credit facility or cash flow not less than Tk. 80.00 (eighty) lac to be submitted supported by
bank decument. (d) The required average annual turnover is Tk. 60.00 (sixty) lac for best 3 (three) years
in last 5 (five) years. (e) Current year trade license. (f) VAT registration certificate and up-to-date income
tax clearance certificate (g) All others as stated in the tender documents. (h) Original money receipt of
schedule purchased from bank to be attached.
The tenderers with a consistent history of litigation or a number of arbitration awards against it and or
black listed tenderers by this university or any other department/organization shall not be eligible fo

Design, Engineering, Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of 25.00KWp Grid Tied Solar Power System including PV Panel,
Inverter, Civil Structure, Cables, Distribution & Junction Boxes,
Circuit breaker, CPU with Monitor, LT Cables with all Electrical
Accessories etc as described in the tender schedule.
Tk. 2000.00 (two thousand) only on cash payment (non-refundable) from
abovementioned bank.
Tk. 2,80,000.00 (two lac eighty thousand) only in the form of BD/PO/Bank
Guarantee from any schedule bank of Bangladesh in favour of "University
Engineer, SUST, Sylhet",

90 (ninety) days from the date of agreement.

Syed Habibur Rahman
University Engineer, Engineering Office, SUST, Sylhet.

Tel-PABX - 713491,714479, Ext. 216, 721388(0),
Fax No- 715257

(a) The tenderer should submit the tender document in sealed condition, writing the name of work on the
envelope. (b)The tenderer is to submit a declaration that he is and was not involved with the tender
preparation. (c)This tender notice is brief and the details of the tender can be seen/known from the office
of the undersigned during office hours. (d) Tender's not received within the stipulated date and time will be
directly rejected. Due to unavoidable circumstances, if the tender can't be received and opened in the
schedule date and time, the same will be received and opened on the next working day respectively at the
same time at abovementioned office(s). (e) Any corrigendum (if any) will also be a part of the tender and
it will be binding upon the bidders/tenderers. (f) The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Syed Habibur Rahman
University Engineer
Chief Engineer

Testing &
Commissioning of 25.00KkWp Grid Tied (On-Grid) Solar Power
System with all Electrical Accessories.

Eng/122(13)/44/2014-15, Dated-30/09/2014
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He bought the product
from Kachukhet wholesale
market at Tk 800 per five-kg
three days ago. The price
soared to Tk 950 on
Thursday, said the grocer.

Just around 200 metres
away at Kazipara kitchen
market, another store
owner was selling ginger
at Tk 180 a kg although
he had bought it from
the same wholesale mar-
ket.

The superstore was
selling the local variety of
ginger at Tk 192 a kg and
imported variety at Tk 370,
said a salesman.

The wholesale price of
onion has soared by Tk 100
per maund in last one
month, said Aminul Islam,
a wholesaler in Pabna and
Karwan Bazar, Dhaka.

Yesterday, local variety
of onion sold at the whole-
sale price of Tk 35 a kg in
Pabna and Tk 38 in Karwan
Bazar.

"The prices of onion go
up ahead of Eid and fall
again after the festival,” he
told The Daily Star over the
phone.

The seasonal hike in
wholesale rates affected
the retail prices of
onion.

A grocer in Kazipara
sold the local variety of
onion at Tk 42 a kg and
Indian wvariety at Tk 38,
while a chain retail outlet
sold the varieties at Tk 45
and Tk 40 a kg.

In a recent meeting at
the commerce ministry,
importers and wholesalers
of spices said the prices of
spices, except for ginger,
would not soar ahead of
the Eid.

But in fact the prices of
ginger have increased by 56
percent in last one vyear,
according to TCB data.

The prices of bay leaves,

Ginger, garlic

cloves and plums have
gone up in recent weeks in
expectation of the spike in
demand for the key spices
required for cooking meat.,
Cinnamon retailed
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