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People crowd
trains, launches

Bus passengers suffer on
Dhaka-Tangail highway

STAR REPORT

People in large numbers thronged the railway station, bus
and launch terminals in the capital yesterday in a frenzy to
reach home and celebrate Eid and puja holidays with their
families outside Dhaka.

All trains and launches leaving Dhaka were packed like
sardines but buses were less crowded. Even the roofs of
trains and launches were crowded.

However, those who opted for road transport had to face
hurdles on the way as the Dhaka-Tangail highway saw con-
gestion throughout yesterday and vehicles moved slowly on
the Dhaka-Mymensingh and Dhaka-Chittagong highways.

Cattle-carrying trucks heading for Dhaka from northern
districts aggravated the situation on the 65km highway
stretch between Chandra of Gazipur and Bangabandhu
Bridge, reported our Tangail correspondent.

Vehicles heading for 26 districts -- 16 northern, five
south-western and five of greater Mymensingh districts --

Desperate to go home
before Eid, people at
Kamalapur Railway
Station yesterday risk
their lives trying to
get on an already-
overcrowded train.
There was a potential
of a stampede and
police eventually had
to charge truncheons
on passengers fo get
them off a locomotive.

use the highway.

"I started from Mohakhali Bus Terminal at 7:00am and
reached Tangail at 2:00pm due to tratfic jams, especially at
Chandra intersection, " said bus driver Shyamol Saha.

Usually, it's a two-hour trip.
“We face untold suftterings going home every Eid due to

PHOTO:

the traffic jam. Things remained unchanged this year too,”
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SIM buyers to
face stricter
verification

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to check extortion
by issuing threats over the
phone, the government will
verify the national identity
cards of new mobile phone
subscribers before activat-
ing their SIM cards.

Industries Minister Amir
Hossain Amu told this to
journalists yesterday after a
meeting of the cabinet
committee on law and
order at the home ministry.

Once the NID is verified
by the authorities con-
cerned, Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
will give clearance to cell
phone operators for

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Doping gangs 1n
city on the prowl

More than 200 fell victim in one month

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

College student Sufian Kazi was returning to
the capital from Narayanganj by a bus on
Tuesday.

When the bus reached the Shanir Akhra
area, a hawker got in and offered sweet
pickles for free to some 10 passengers to
taste those before buying.

As Sufian, aged about 20 years, tasted the
pickles, he felt sick. Alighting from the bus
at Jatrabari, he phoned his elder brother to
inform him about his sickness.

He then hired a CNG-run three-wheeler
to his brother's office at Motijheel. Minutes
afterreachingthere, he fell unconscious.

Sufian's brother took him to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) where

he was nursed back to health 12 hours later.

“As 1 felt sick, I realised that what I ate was
not safe,” the victim told this correspondent
atthe hospital.

Physicians said the patient became
unconscious from the poison in pickles.
They suspected the hawker might have been
a member of a drugging gang.

Sufian was lucky enough not to have lost
his wallet and mobile phone to the gang.
But many others even lost their Eid bonus
along with other valuables to these gangs.

Several such gangs have been active in the
capital in recent weeks, said officials of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

Passengers on buses, trains and launches as
well as cattle traders are the targets of the thugs.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Kumari Puja
celebrated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hindu devotees yesterday
celebrated Maha Ashtami,
offering obeisance to
Goddess Durga, at different
Puja mandaps (marquees)
across the country.

The major attraction of
Maha Ashtami is Kumari
Puja, in which a pre-
pubescent girl is wor-
shipped as “Mother
Goddess”. During the five-
day Sharodiya Durgotsab,
Goddess Durga is wor-
shipped in her different
forms and one of those is
Kumari, the virgin form of
the deity.

Maha Navami began just
after Kumari Puja yesterday
to continue until early

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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PROTESTS FOR DEMOCRACY

I @
1l won't quit
Hong Kong leader rejects calls
to stand down as protesters
remain defiant

AFP, Hong Kong

Hong Kong's embattled leader defiantly rejected demands
to resign and sent his deputy to talk to pro-democracy dem-
onstrators, as huge crowds rallied outside his government's
besieged headquarters early today for a fifth consecutive
night.

Huge throngs who have shut down central areas of the
city with mass sit-ins all week had set a midnight deadline
for Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying to step down and for
Beijing guarantee the former British colony full democracy.

But moments before the deadline was set to expire,
Leung appeared before reporters and flatly rejected those
demands.

"I will not resign because I have to continue with the
work for elections,” he said, referring to upcoming polls in

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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Trucks with animals meant for sacrifice during Eid at Ashulia on the Dhaka-Tangail highway heading towards the capital yesterday.
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think it was justified for the
BNP leader Tarique Rahman to say
that Bangladesh's independence
and sovereignty are not safe in
Hasina's hand?

™ Yoo mmmm— (59%)

o No T (41%)
TOTAL VOTES: 275

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with eminent jurist
Dr Kamal Hossain that politics in
the country has now turned into a
profession where politicians use it
to make quick bucks?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net J

Cattle markets
in city still dull

HELEMUL ALAM

THE TELEGRAPH ONLINE

Hope for the sightless

Special stem cell in human
eye can cure blindness

The sale of sacrificial animals ahead of Eid-ul-Azha is yet to
gain momentum due to a low turnout of customers in
almost all the 17 cattle markets in the capital.

The traders, however, hope that the markets will be abuzz
with customers from today as people will get two public
holidays before the Eid holidays that begin from Sunday.

Meanwhile, fear and anxiety over a successful sale of the
cattle still grips the traders since they suffered huge loss in
last two years.

"I am very anxious as [ could not sell any of the 13 bulls I
have brought from Natore on Wednesday," said Anowar

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Hundreds of thousands
of people who are regis-
tered blind have been [#¥8
offered new hope after
scientists discovered
special stem cells in the
human eye which can be altered to pick up light.

Researchers at the University of Southampton have
discovered a reservoir of stem cells in an area of the
eye called the corneal limbus.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

UK “MILITANT”
Cops hunt
for more

suspects

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives are now on the
hunt for those who met the
alleged ISIS recruiter,
arrested in Dhaka, after he
arrived in Bangladesh in
February.

“We could not arrest all of
those who met the British
citizen |of Bangladesh ori-
gin|. We need to arrest all of
them to learn more about
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