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Ciry

460 Durga
altars in Sylhet
get special
security due to
vulnerability

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Police have stiffened secu-
rity at 460 Durga Puja
altars out of 2,206 in Sylhet
division marking them as
"very important” based on
their vulnerability to
unwanted incidents.

In addition, 593 were
identified as important
for the same reason, said
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of Police, Sylhet
Md Mizanur Rahman,
addressing a views
exchange meeting with
journalists at the district
police lines yesterday.

He said adequate mea-
sures had been taken for
peaceful celebration of the
largest religious festival of
Bangalee Hindus, which
formally started on Tuesday
with Mahashashti.

The altars have been
classified on the basis of
previous experiences and to
streamline security efforts,
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Businessman accused
of occupying govt
land in Sylhet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The state-run Jalalabad Gas Transmission and
Distribution System Ltd has accused a local business-
man of illegally occupying a portion of its land in Sylhet
City.

The plot measuring no less than 10 decimals lies near the
company's headquarters in Mendibag area, the heart of the
city. Local businessmen estimated the price of the land at Tk
3 crore,

Md Aminul Islam, deputy general manager (administra-
tion) of the gas company, filed a written complaint with
Sylhet Metropolitan Police yesterday, saying local business-
man Abdur Rahman, who claims the land, had piled bricks
and sand at the site over the last three days.

"We have been paying taxes for 88 decimals of land,
adjoining the main building [of the gas company]| since it
was acquired in 2002," said Md Mahbub Alam, general
manager (planning) of the company.

But one Abdus Sobhan, now deceased, filed a case with
the High Court claiming ownership of a part of the land in
2007, and following that, the court imposed a status quo on
the land.

A team of police, led by Additional Commissioner of
SMP SM Rokon Uddin, visited the site yesterday and asked

A Chittagong court
yesterday sentenced four
Agrani Bank staff and an
account holder to life term
rigorous imprisonment and
another official of the bank
to 10 years in a case filed
for misappropriating Tk
4.606 crore.

The account holder
Swapan Kumar Ghosh, the
bank's Khatunganj branch
credit department in-charge
Abdus Sukkur, second ofhi-
cer Nirmal Mollick, ledger
keeper Tarit Kanti Sen and
cashier Mainuddin
Chowdhury, who were given
life-term, are on the run.

Joyati Prakash Barua,
another second officer of

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

The top of the stairwell tower of Anguradaha Government Primary School, the only thing floating of the two-storey building before disappearing
into the Jamuna river, at Fulchhari upazila of Gaibandha on Monday. Though the river had been violently devouring its bank for some time, the
school authorities took no step to sell the building off to raise fund for relocation, leaving the fate of 400 students uncertain. The headmaster,
Sabur Pathan, said they were looking for a place to temporarily carry out the academic activities, but now they have to depend on donations. The

rest of the school had gone into the belly of Jamuna on Sunday night.

and free the land.

runs a business of electronics in the area.

last night.

Abdur Rahman, the son of Sobhan, to remove the materials
Rahman, however, denied putting the materials there, He

The bricks were not removed till filing of the report

27 Bangladeshis
return home from
Thai imprisonment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-seven Bangladeshis returned home yesterday after
serving different terms of jail sentence in Thailand for trying
to illegally enter Malaysia from the border of the two South
East Asian countries, said officials.

A flight of Bangladesh Biman carrying them landed at
Shahjalal International Airport around 7:50pm, said
Ohidul Islam, an official at the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training.

Of them, 20 hail from Sirajganj and seven from Jessore
and Bogra, he said, adding that they had travelled there by
boat.

Thai law enforcers detained them between January and
March, according to the foreign ministry sources.

The officials at Bangladesh Embassy in Bangkok, the Thai
capital, came to know about the 27 in April from the Thai
foreign ministry,

After confirming their nationalities through interviews,
the Bangladesh foreign ministry took steps to bring them
back home, With the 27, more than 200 Bangladeshis have
returned from Thailand since June.

MIGRANTS' RIGHTS
Bangladesh
Ovibashi
Adhikar

Forum
formed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Aiming to establish from
the grassroots the rights of
migrants, both inside and
outside Bangladesh, 45
non-government organisa-
tions and workers' organi-
sations yesterday formed
Bangladesh Ovibashi
Adhikar Forum (BOAF).
"We will work...as a
pressure group,” said BOAF
Chairman GM Nazmul
Ahsan, emphasising on
ensuring safe migration
and dignified conditions.
He made the announce-
ment on the formation at a
press conference in the
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