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ISIS an hour

FROM PAGE 16

Ears," in which Cantlie appears to
be forced to make anti-West remarks.

The fighting around Baghdad is
particularly bitter because it is often
in mixed Sunni-Shia areas where both
sides fear massacre. ISIS has been
making inroads in the Sunni villages
and towns such as in north Hilla
province where repeated government
sweeps have failed to re-establish its
authority.

Abadi is dismissing senior officers
appointed by Maliki, but this has yet
to make a noticeable difference in the
effectiveness of the armed forces,
which are notoriously corrupt, reports
The Independent.

During the battle for Mosul, Iraq's
second-largest city, in June, Iraqi govern-
ment forces nominally numbered 60,000
in the army, federal police and local
police, but only one third were actually
on duty:.

A common source of additional
income for officers is for soldiers to
kickback half their salaries to their
officers in return for staying at home
or doing another job.

The same system is universal in
civilian ministries, which have far
more people on their payroll than are
actually employed.

A World Bank report just pub-
lished reveals that out of 8,206
guards employed by one ministry
only 603 were actually working.

Five more die
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Masum, 48, its worker Delwar
Hossain, 40, BRTC bus driver Nurul
Islam Lebu, 35, and CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver Shamim Hossain
Pakhi, 35.

All of them sustained inhalation
injuries, added Partha.

Meanwhile, Arshad Ali, 43, a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw driver, died at
Enam medical college around
3:00pm, our Manikganj correspon-
dent reported quoting the victim's
family members.

A cylinder of Rumi CNG Filling
Station on Dhaka-Aricha highway in
Shibalaya upazila exploded around
4:00pm on Monday, leaving 55-year-
old Helal Uddin, an employee of the
filling station, dead on the spot.

At least six people were wounded
severely in the explosion.

The filling station, owned by one
Abdur Rahim, caught fire by the
impact of the explosion. Two fire-
fighting units from adjoining areas
rushed to the spot and doused the
blaze after a half-an-hour effort.

Of the deceased, Lebu, Shamim
and Arshad entered the station to
refuel their vehicles.

Siddique may lose
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modern man. "There is no question of
my resigning under pressure.”

WHAT THE MINISTER SAID

At the programme organised by the
Tangail Samity at a New York hotel,
Latif said he was against hajj and
Tabligh Jamaat more than he was
against the Jamaat-e-Islami.

"Hajj is a waste of manpower. Those
who perform hajj do not have any
productivity. They deduct from the
economy, spend a lot of money
abroad.

"If 1,00,000 people perform hajj
every year on an average and spend Tk
5 lakh each, then the total cost stands
at Tk 500 crore, " he said.

Speaking about the history of hajj,
he said Prophet Muhammad was
worried about the people of Arab as
they were robbers. The prophet then
made an arrangement that his follow-
ers meet at a place every year, which
will generate income.

Criticising Tabligh Jamaat, he said,
"Tabligh Jamaat brings together about
20 lakh people every year. It has no
specific duties. It just clogs traffic
across the country.”

Latif also castigated Hasina's son
Sajeeb Wazed Joy, saying, "Why do you
often mention of Joy? Who is Joy Bhai?
Joy is nobody in the government. He
cannot make any decision."

On talk shows, the minister said,
"Those who attend talk shows are
basically 'talk man'. They jabber in
front of cameras as they have nothing
todo."

He went on to use unprintable offen-
sive words about the talk show speakers
and behaved indecently with the jour-
nalists present at the discussion.

He snubbed a journalist and said,
"Should I talk as you wish? [ am telling
what I think right. Why have you come
here? Who has invited you here?"
REACTION
In Dhaka, Road Transport and Bridge
Minister Obaidul Quader told journal-
ists yesterday that Hasina was
informed of those comments.

Latif will face action both by the
government and the party upon the
PM's return, he added.

AL insiders said Latif, also a presid-
ium member of the party, might even
be expelled from the party.

The BNP, Jatiya Party, Bikalpadhara
Bangladesh, Jamaat-e-Islami, Hefajat-e-
Islam, Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat and
several other organisations also strongly
protested Latif's remarks and demanded
his removal from the cabinet.

Cultural Affairs Minister
Asaduzzaman Noor told this corre-
spondent that a conscious person

could not make such statements. “The
prime minister herself is good enough
for taking action against him."”

AL acting chief Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury also came down hard on
Latif.

HM Ershad, Jatiya Party Chairman
and special envoy to the PM,
demanded that Latif is immediately
arrested and duly punished.

LATIF ON BBC

The minister outright rejected sugges-
tions that he will quit, saying, "I will do
nothing. 1 will obey the directives of
the prime minister.”

He said he did not yet talk to the PM
or any other AL leader on the issue.

About the call for withdrawing his
remarks, Latif said he only spoke about
his beliefs, which may hurt some peo-
ple, and they too are expressing their
views “hurting my sentiment”.

He said he took the full responsibil-
ity for what he said and that there was
nothing to regret.

“The prime minister has given me
some responsibilities. She will do
whatever she thinks best,” he said.

Latif added he did not make the
comment in Bangladesh.

"I thought I came to a free world
where everyone is a free bird, there is
no bar to doing anything. I was not
aware that there were so many black
cats here.”

When pointed out that many people
have been punished for exercising their
right to free speech in Bangladesh, the
minister said, "If it [my comment] is a
violation of any law, then I will face
punishment. I will accept the punish-
ment happily," he said.

Charges accepted
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Metropolitan Magistrate Md Rezaul
Karim accepted the charges and sent
the case to Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Bikash Kumar Saha for the
next course of action.

Police had filed two cases in con-
nection with the March 11 violence,
accusing the same 154 leaders and
activists of the 20-party alliance in
each of those.

On August 25, 147 alliance men
were indicted in the other case filed
for vandalising and torching vehicles
during the violence.

Police on March 11 last year raided
the BNP office hours after several
cocktails blasted near an opposition
rally in front of the office. The law
enforcers picked up 157 leaders and
activists of the alliance, including

Fakhrul and Khoka were freed the
following day:.
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Bangladesh
ineligible for
DV-16 too

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh is among the 19 countries
which are ineligible for the 2016
Diversity Visa (DV) programme of the
United States, the US Department of
State has announced.

The natives of the countries cannot
get the opportunity as the countries
sent more than 50,000 immigrants to
the US in the last five years, according
to the announcement made on
Monday.

The other ineligible countries are:
Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, EIl
Salvador, Haiti, India, Jamaica,
Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru,
Philippines, South Korea, United
Kingdom (except for Northern
Ireland) and Vietnam.,

The 2016 DV programme will open
today and close on November 3,
according to a media note issued by
the office of the spokesperson of the
US Department of State on Monday.

In 2011, the US had imposed a
similar restriction on Bangladesh and
18 other countries regarding the 2013
DV programime.

The DV programme is a popular
course for Bangladeshis because it is by

far the easiest route to migration to the
United States.

Rejoinder
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need for certification of journalists.

Contacted, he had told this news-
paper that mandatory certification
was a demand of journalists and that
it would “enhance their dignity”.

[n our report, we quoted Shyamol
Chandra who described the move to
certify journalists as “a good step of the
government”. He also said there was no
alternative to obtaining certificates to
enhance the quality of mass media.

Senior officials of the Press
Council and the information minis-

try said they were considering bring-
ing some stringent provisions in the
law, including suspension of newspa-
per declaration for publishing news
that goes against the interests of the
country and instigates violence.

Inder the current law, the Council
cannot take any punitive action for
such reports.

In our report, we also quoted the
Council chairman who said that the
previous Council members made many
proposals, including those for fine and
punishment, and the present Council
just sent to the information ministry.

Speaking recklessly
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then Speaker Abdul Hamid, now the
president.

The Speaker that day had expunged
from parliament proceedings the
entire speech of Latif, He probably
became the first minister whose
entire speech was expunged from
the House proceedings.

Bypassing the foreign ministry and
flouting diplomatic rules, Latif in
May last year wrote to the US
ambassador in Dhaka protesting
some remarks of the diplomat on
trade union rights in factories.

The letter described Dan Mozena's
comments as “obstructive, hurting
and provocative” to the Bangladesh
government.

Enraged by the BNP-led opposition
alliance's street agitation before the
January 5 polls, he said the opposi-
tion men should be killed in their
homes.

His comments testify that he often
forgot his responsibility towards the
nation as a minister,

Social Welfare Minister Syed
Mohsin Ali drew flak from different
quarters for smoking on the dais
during a programme this year. He
later offered apology for the inci-
dent.

But he would not stop making irre-
sponsible comments on various
issues. Speaking at a programme in
Sylhet, he termed journalists
"scum”. Recently he advised college
girls to use social networking
website Facebook less and not to
fall in love with boys.

Successive prime ministers have
been indifferent to irresponsible
utterances by their ministers which
ultimately eroded people's confi-
dence in their governments.

Take, for example, the remarks of
then home minister Muhiuddin
Khan Alamgir in last year about the
collapse of Rana Plaza in Savar.
“Hartal supporters went to the
place [Rana Plaza] and tried to shut
the factories [in the building]. A
pillar had almost collapsed by that
time. These people banged the pillar
and the adjacent collapsible gate,” he
said.

“The whole building came crushing
down perhaps due to this banging,”
added Alamgir.

He made the comments to blame
the opposition men for the disaster.

His predecessor Sahara Khatun
made shocking comments after the
brutal murder of journalist couple
Sagar Sarwar and Meherun Runi,
She asked people to keep the doors

locked rightly to ensure safety.

In September 2012, then communi-
cations minister Obaidul Quader
slapped a train attendant in the face
at Ishwardi Railway Station for the
staff's poor service and irregulari-
ties. The following day, the minister
said sorry for the act.

Following the murder of a child by
muggers in the capital, Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury, home minister in
Khaleda Zia's government (2001-
06), shocked the nation by saying:
“Allah has taken back His creation.”

Even when a launch disaster
claimed a lot of lives, he said: “The
Titanic had capsized. So, a launch
may capsize also.”

None of the ministers had to face
any action for their irresponsible
utterances and behaviour. Things
could have been different had a
functional democracy existed in the
country.

The responsibility of ministers for
their own conduct and that of their
departments is a vital aspect of an
accountable and democratic parlia-
mentary government.

The behaviour of ministers contrib-
utes to increasing people's confi-
dence in the government, Similarly,
any irresponsibility on their part
creates controversies and damages
the government's credibility.

A sensible prime minister would
keep a controversial minister out of
his cabinet and take action against
the minister for the sake of his/her
government's image.

If otherwise, the cabinet as a whole
would have to pay for any irrespon-
sible behaviour of a minister. This
is the principle of collective respon-
sibility of the cabinet, for which
many commentators compare it
with a floating boat with a group of
people who either stay afloat or sink
together.

BNP, allies

FROM PAGE 2

programmes in protest of Siddique's
remarks. The decision on the matter
will be made public at a press confer-
ence this morning at BNP's Nayapaltan
office, said sources.

There was no briefing last night for
reporters who were kept waiting till the
end of the two-hour meeting that
started at 9:00pm.

However, reporters were told that
acting BNP secretary general Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir would brief the media at
11:00am today about the alliance's
decisions.
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