STAR SPORTS 4
English Premiership
Liverpool v Everton
Live from 5:45pm

Man United v West Ham
Live from 8:00pm
Arsenal v Tottenham

Udinese stun
Lazio

AFP, Milan

Udinese striker Cyril
Thereau hit a first-half
winner as the northerners
stunned Lazio 1-0 at home
to plunge the club into
further crisis.

Thereau's 26th minute
strike at the Olympic
Stadium moved Udinese
up to third place, only
three points adrift of
Juventus and Roma.

Lazio's third reverse of
the campaign left Stefano
Pioli's side sixth from bot-
tom ahead of a tough trip
away to promoted Palermo
on Monday.

Udinese have enjoyed a
solid start under new coach
Andrea Stramaccioni, but
the former Inter Milan
handler called for humility.

"We've moved up to third
place but we have to remain
humble," Stramaccioni told
Sky Sport Italia.

FIFA to ban

3rd-party
ownership

REUTERS, Zurich

Soccer's governing body
FIFA agreed to ban the
third-party ownership of
players on Friday, its presi-
dent Sepp Blatter said.

Blatter said a working
group would be set up to
implement the ban which
would come into effect
following "a transitional
period”.

"We took a firm decision
that TPO should be banned
but it cannot be banned
immediately there will be a
transitional period,” Blatter
told a news conference.,

His announcement
followed pressure from
European soccer's govern-
ing body UEFA, which had
said it would ban it unilat-
erally if FIFA did not act.

Third-party ownership is
when the transfer rights of
players are wholly or par-
tially owned by the foot-
baller himself or a com-
pany, instead of just the
player's club.

Live from 10:30pm
Serie A

Atalanta v Juventus
Live from 12:45am
(Sunday)

STAR SPORTS2

English Premiership

Chelsea v Aston Villa
Live from 8:00pm
Primera Liga
Barcelona v Granada
Live from 10:00pm
Atletico Madrid v Sevilla
Live from 12:00am

(Sunday)

Bilbao v Elbar

Live from 2:00am (5unday)
STAR SPORTS HD2
Primera Liga

Villarreal v Real Madrid

Live from 8:00pm

English Premiership
Hull City v Man City
Live from 12:00am

(Sunday)

Udinese striker Cyril Thereau (C) goes airborne to control the ball during their Serie A encounter against Lazio
at the Olympic Stadium in Rome on Thursday.
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Valencia atop

REUTERS, Barcelona

Py

Paco Alcacer and Jose Luis Gaya struck mid-
way through the first half for Valencia to set
up a 3-0 victory over Cordoba that put them
top of the La Liga table on goal difference on
Thursday.

Valencia have rebuilt their team with the
pending arrival of Singapore billionaire Peter
Lim but it was two youth products who paved
the way for victory.

Alcacer, who scored on his competitive international
debut for Spain earlier this month against Macedonia, dem-
onstrated his predatory skills with a flicked header into the
top corner after 22 minutes from a Sofiane Feghouli cross.

Minutes later left back Gaya drove in a loose ball from
inside the penalty area for his first league goal.

Cordoba, who returned to the top flight this season and
are bottom with two points, struggled to cope with
Valencia's onslaught and Feghouli wrapped up the win in
the second half, latching on to an Andre Gomes pass to
finishing clinically.

"The team is playing very well at the moment and knows
what it wants in each game. We are creating chances and we
are where we are for areason," Alcacer told reporters.

"Our target since the arrival of the coach Nuno (Espirito
Santo) has been perfection and while we are following that
line we are not dreaming of being at the top but concentrat-
ing on each match."

Valencia have won their last four games and are level with
Barcelona and Sevilla on 13 points but have scored more goals.

Derbies take centrestage

AFP, London

Age-old derby rivalries
will take centre-stage in
the Premier League on
Saturday, with
Liverpool hosting
Merseyside neighbours Everton and
Tottenham Hotspur visiting sworn
north London enemies Arsenal.

The fixtures are among the most
colourful in the English football calen-
dar and they carry extra weight this
weekend as all four teams are seeking
to kick on after underwhelming starts
to the season.

Liverpool narrowly lost out to
Manchester City in last season's title
race and Everton finished fifth with a
record points tally, but they are cur-
rently 11th and 14th respectively
ahead of their showdown at Anfield.

Liverpool have lost three of their
opening five games and needed penal-
ties to see off second-tier
Middlesbrough in the League Cup on
Tuesday, edging a remarkable shoot-
out 14-13 aftera 2-2 draw.

Everton, meanwhile, have won only
once in the league and saw their
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League Cup hopes ended by a 3-0

defeat at Swansea City.

Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers has described his team as a
"work in progress”, but he believes that
the visit of Everton can act as a spring-
board for the season.

"We know we need to be better. We
know we need to improve our perfor-

mance levels," Rodgers said.

"The derby gives us an opportunity
to do that. It provides a platform to go
on a good, consistent run,"

Everton went down 3-2 at home to
Crystal Palace last weekend, but
although they have not won at Anfield

FIXTURES

Saturday

(1400 GMT unless otherwise stated)

Arsenal v Tottenham Hotspur (1630 GMT), Chelseav
Aston Villa, Crystal Palace v Leicester City, Hull Gity v
Manchester City, Liverpool v Everton (1145 GMT),
Manchester United v West Ham United, Southampton v
Queens Park Rangers, Sunderland v Swansea City
Sunday

West Bromwich Albion v Burnley (1500 GMT)

Monday

Stoke City v Newcastle United (1900 GMT)
——

for 15 years, manager Roberto
Martinez says they will approach the
game with a positive attitude.

"The defeat against Crystal Palace,
there was something spooky about it, "
he said, in reference to the fact that
Palace had also won 3-2 on their previ-
ous visit to Goodison Park in April.

"The last time we beat Liverpool at
Anfield was September 27 (in 1999),
so I hope the spookiness carries on at
the weekend."

Having won 3-0 at Aston Villa last
weekend following three consecu-
tive draws, Arsenal are starting to
move in the right direction and go
into the game with Tottenham in
fourth place.

But they lost 2-0 at Borussia
Dortmund in the Champions League
and were dumped out of the League
Cup in mid-week by Southampton.

Tottenham have now gone three
league games without victory, but
manager Mauricio Pochettino remains
determined to see his side finish above
Arsenal for the first time in 19 years.

"We are ambitious,” he said after
Spurs beat Nottingham Forest 3-1 in
the League Cup.

C'Ron won't slow down

AFP, Madrid

three-week break at the beginning of the cam-

paign to ease knee and hamstring injuries.

World Player of the Year

insisted he has no intentions
of slowing down after firing
12 goals in his first eight
appearances this season.
Ronaldo followed up his
hat-trick in a 8-2 rout of

‘.‘ Cristiano Ronaldo has

Ancelotti said in midweek that break had
been key to his sensational return to form,
but, worryingly for Real's rivals, Ronaldo
believes he can still improve physically after
suffering from tendonitis in his left knee
towards the end of last season.

"I feel good and without any pain. I am

Deportivo la Coruna last weekend by scor-
ing four times in a match for the third time
in his Madrid career as the European cham-
pions continued their return to form with a
5-1 thrashing of Elche in midweek. Real also
received a boost as Barcelona dropped
points for the first time this season against
Malaga to cut their lead over Madrid to just
four points.

And with a tricky trip away to Villarreal
this weekend on the horizon, Ronaldo says

still improving and I have a little way to go
so I want to continue like this.

"I can still be better physically. I trained
really hard during the break after not having
a good pre-season, but now I feel confident
and without pain.”

Ancelotti also confirmed after the win
over Elche that Karim Benzema and Luka
Modric would return to the side for the trip
to El Madrigal with Isco and Asier
Illarramendi set to drop to the bench.

he will not be resting as coach Carlo

Ancelotti rotates his squad.

FIXTURES

"We are at the start of the season and I

want to play to gain confidence and

rhythm," said Ronaldo.

"When the right games come [ will rest
and rotate, but now isn't the right moment. |
want to continue to be better.”

Ronaldo's goalscoring record so far this
season is all the more remarkable as he took a

Saturday

Villarreal v Real Madrid (1400), Barcelona v Granada (1600),
Atletico Madrid v Sevilla (1800), Athletic Bilbao v Eibar (2000),
Levante v Rayo Vallecano (2000)

Sunday

Getafe v Malaga (1000), Deportivo la Coruna v Almeria (1500,

Real Sociedad v Valencia (1700), Cordoba v Espanyol (1900)W

'Qatar will put
on one of best

World Cup'

AFP, Washington

(

The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani, on Thursday said the Gulf state will
put on one of the finest World Cups in history
when it hosts the tournamentin 2022,

Qatar and football's world governing body
FIFA are coming under increasing pressure to take the 2022
showpiece away from a country that has little sporting infra-
structure or footballing culture, while there have been accu-
sations of bribery in the bidding process.

Europe's top leagues are also firmly against any sugges-
tion that the World Cup be moved to the winter to avoid the
sweltering summer months in Qatar, while there have been
allegations of horrific working conditions for migrant work-
ers building stadiums and infrastructure.

"People should understand that Qatar had the best bid,
and Qatar will provide and will do one of the best World
Cupsin history," the sheikh told CNN in what it billed as his
first-ever interview as emir of Qatar, adding: "And I'm sure
about that.

"People don't want to accept, don't want to realize that a
small country, Arab, Muslim country, can host a big event
like that."

He said that Qatar was ready to host either a winter or
summer World Cup in 2022,

"Our bid was for it to be in summer,” he said. "At the end,
it's up to FIFA to decide when is the best time."

To protect players from the heat of Qatar's fierce summer,
the country is developing complex air conditioning systems
forits stadiums,

"We have this technology for 10 years now and it's work-
ingin... one of ourstadiums," he told CNN.

"One hundred percent it will be working" for the World
Cup, he added.

The International Trade Union Confederation warned in
June that as many as 4,000 migrant workers could die in
construction site accidents by the time the 2022 tourna-
ment kicks off.

"Yes, it's true -- we had problems," the emir said. "We're
solving the problems. We're enforcing the laws -- it's not
acceptable.

"We changed the laws. They are enforced and there are
many laws that have been changed. And I'm telling you
because I am personally hurt about the situation.”
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