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BJP President Amit Shah yesterday met wﬂh Shiv Sena chief Uddav Thackeray to

resolve the crisis in Mumbai.
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BJP, Shiv Sena part
ways in Maharastra

Congress, NCP declare split on seat-sharing row

AGENCIES

The 25-year-old BJP-Shiv Sena alliance split
yesterday amid continued deadlock over
seat-sharing for the October 15
Maharashtra assembly polls.

Meanwhile, barely an hour after the Shiv
Sena and the BJP announced their split, the
NCP said it was breaking away from the
Congress to fight the Maharashtra assembly
polls alone,

After several rounds of talks over the last
few days, senior state BJP leaders
announced yesterday evening severing of
the ties between the two parties, blaming
Shiv Sena's "inflexibility" for it.

"We have conveyed our decision to snap
ties to Shiv Sena. The decision was taken
with a heavy heart," Maharashtra BJP chief
Devendra Fadnavis told reporters after a
meeting of the state party's Core
Committee.

BJP, however, hinted at the possibility of
a post-poll alliance with its estranged ally,
saying the party would not criticise Sena
during the campaign and remain friends.

"Our aim is to prevent the corrupt
Congress-NCP government from coming to
power. We will not criticise Shiv Sena during
the campaign, we don't want any bitterness

with our ally of 25 years," leader of opposi-
tion in the assembly Eknath Khadse said.

Fadnavis said BJP will go to polls with
smaller 'Mahayuti' allies.

He said BJP had worked out a seat-
sharing deal with Mahadeo Jankar's
Rashtriya Samaj Paksha and Raju Shetty's
Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatana.

Our talks with Vinayak Mete of Shiv
Sangram are in final stages and we will also
speak to RPI's Ramdas Athawale, Fadnavis
said.

"We reiterate that Shiv Sena is still our
friend. We will not criticise Sena and our
target will be the corrupt Congress-NCP
combine," hesaid.

Meanwhile, NCP state president Sunil
Tatkare accused Congress of betraying trust.

"Congress declared seats without consult-
ing alliance partners and betrayed our trust,"
NCP state president Sunil Tatkare said.

"When Sharad Pawar met Sonia Gandhi,
he told her he wants to stay in the alliance,”
the NCP leader added.

NCP leader and Maharashtra deputy CM
Ajit Pawar blamed Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Prithviraj Chavan for the split, saying
NCP was never neglected by earlier
Congress CMs. Ajit Pawar and other NCP
ministers will resign from the cabinet.

Indian PM

leaves for
first US tour

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi yesterday
left for New York on an
official visit focused on
boosting trade and reset-
ting ties with the world's
largest economy.

Modi said ahead of his
departure he was "confi-
dent that the visit will mark
the start of a new chapter
in our strategic partner-
ship".

A bitter diplomatic row
broke out last December
when LIS authorities
arrested and then strip-
searched an Indian diplo-
mat in New York.

Modi headed to New
York hours after launching
"Make in India”, an initia-
tive to attract global manu-
facturing to his country.

He is scheduled to have
breakfast in New York on
Monday with heads of top
global firms including
Google's Eric Schmidt and
PepsiCo's Indra Nooyi.

Modi will kick off his
maiden US visit in New
York, where he will address
the UN General Assembly
and address people of
Indian origin at Madison
Square Garden, a 18,200-
capacity Manhattan arena.

On Thursday, he said he
would press for reform of
the United Nations "to
ensure that it remains
relevant and effective in
dealing with the challenges
of the 21st Century" and
urge stronger global com-
mitment on issues includ-
ing Ebola, climate change
and poverty.

On Monday he will
head to Washington for
private meetings with
Obama, marking a trans-
formation of fortunes for a
man refused a US visa in
2005 over charges he failed
to prevent anti-Muslim
violence as chief minister
of Gujarat state. Modi has
always denied any wrong-
doing.,
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Mangalyaan beams back

first photos of Red Planet

AFP, Bangalore

India's spacecraft has beamed back its first
photos of Mars, showing its crater-marked
surface, as the country glowed with pride
yesterday after winning Asia's race to the
Red Planet.

The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) uploaded one of the photos to its
Facebook page, showing an orange surface
with dark holes, taken from a height of
7,300 kilometres.

ISRO also posted the photo on Twitter,
with the caption "The view is nice up here".

The organisation's senior scientist V
Koteswara Rao said the spacecraft, called the
Mars Orbiter Mission, has taken a dozen
photos and that everything was working
well.

India became the first Asian country to
reach Mars on Wednesday when the
unmanned Mangalyaan spacecraft entered
the planet's orbit after a 10-month journey,
all on a shoestring budget.

The mission, which is designed to search
for evidence of life on the planet, is a huge
source of national pride for India as it com-
petes with Asian rivals for success in space.

India beat rival neighbour China, whose
first attempt flopped in 2011 despite the
Asian superpower pouring billions of dol-
lars into its programme.

At just $74 million, India's mission cost
less than the estimated $100 million budget
of the sci-fi blockbuster "Gravity".
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It also represents just a fraction of the cost
of Nasa's $671 million MAVEN spacecraft,
which successtully began orbiting the
fourth planet from the sun on Sunday.

India now joins an elite club of the
United States, Russia and Europe who can
boast of reaching Mars. More than half of all
missions to the planet have ended in failure.

No single nation had previously suc-
ceeded on its first go, although the
European Space Agency, which represents a
consortium of countries, pulled off the feat
atits first attempt.

The mission's success received front-page
coverage in Indian newspapers Thursday,
with the Hindustan Times declaring "MAR-
TIAN RACE WON" and the Times of India,
"India enters super exclusive Mars club.”

Indians, from government ministers to
office workers and cricketers poured onto
Twitter to show their national pride, while
school students celebrated by eating tradi-
tional Indian sweets.

"The space exploration arena is getting
crowded and it is important to be ahead of
your competition,” the Hindustan Times
said in an editorial.

"India, by becoming the first Asian coun-
try to launch a successful Mars mission, has
taken the wind out of the sails of nations
like China, Japan and South Korea," it said.

Critics of the programme say a country
that struggles to feed its people adequately
and where roughly half have no toilets
should not be splurging on space travel.

In this photograph taken on Wednesday, Pakistani students shout slogans dunng a protest against the police out-
side their college in Islamabad. Islamabad's students are growing frustrated with tens of thousands of armed
police who have put their education on hold by converting schools into makeshift barracks, as a protest movement
outside parliament enters its second month.

Afghan security
deal within
days, says US

AFP, New York

The United States is prepar-
ing to sign a delayed secu-
rity deal with Afghanistan
within days of the inaugu-
ration next week of presi-
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dent-elect Ashraf Ghani, a
LIS official revealed
Wednesday.
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Nigeria Ebola free,
president tells UN

AFP, United Nations

President Goodluck
Jonathan appeared to jump
the gun on medical advice
at home on Wednesday to
tell an applauding UN
General Assembly that
Nigeria was free of the
deadly Ebola virus. Doctors
said earlier they would have
to wait to declare the out-
break over despite the
Nigerian federal health
ministry saying all patients
being monitored for the
virus had been cleared. The
World Health Organization
says eight people have died
out of 20 confirmed cases
in Nigeria since July.

Myanmar frees dozens
more child troops

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar's army yesterday
released 109 children and
young people from its
armed forces, the United
Nations said, commending
the country's "accelerated”
efforts to end the use of
child soldiers. A total of
472 children and young
people have been released
since it Myanmar army
signed a pact with the UN
in a June 2012,

Egypt courts jail nearly
100 Morsi backers

AFP, Cairo

Egyptian courts sentenced
nearly 100 people to
prison for up to 25 years
yesterday after finding
them guilty of violence
during protests in support
of ousted Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi.
Hundreds of Morsi sup-
porters have been handed
lengthy jail terms and
death sentences after
speedy trials amid a brutal
crackdown by the authori-
ties since the Islamist's
overthrow in July last year.
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After reaching a power-
sharing accord for a unity
government with his chal-
lenger Abdullah Abdullah,
Ghani is to be inaugurated
Monday as president.

Afghan election officials
on Sunday named Ghani as
the winner, but declined to
release the margin of vic-
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Briton on death row
shot in Pak prison

AFP, Islamabad

A 70-year-old Scottish man sentenced to death in Pakistan for
committing blasphemy was shot and wounded in prison yes-

terday, officials said, and is currently being treated in hospital.

Mohammad Asghar was sentenced to death in January
for claiming to be a prophet of Islam, moving British Prime
Minister David Cameron to say he was "deeply concerned”
about the issue.

Asghar, who was diagnosed with paranoid schizophre-
nia in Britain in 2010, had declared his prophethood in
court and included a reference to it on his business card, a
government prosecutor said at the time of his trial.

"A jail employee shot him (this) morning. He is in a
stable condition," an official of Adiyala Prison in
Rawalpindi told AFP,

A member of his legal team, who also requested ano-
nymity, told AFP that Asghar was shot in the back and a
criminal case had been started against a constable.

Asghar's family has urged the British government to inter-
vene to bring him home, saying he had attempted suicide in jail.

They also said the allegations against Asghar stemmed
from a property dispute with one of his tenants.

Blasphemy is an extremely sensitive issue in Pakistan,
where 97 percent of the population is Muslim and insulting
the Prophet Mohammed can carry the death penalty.

Though Asghar was on death row, Pakistan has had a de
facto moratorium on civilian hangings since 2008. Only
one person has been executed since then, a soldier con-
victed by a court martial and hanged in November 2012.

AFP, Kiev

President Petro Poroshenko vyesterday
ordered a temporary closure of Ukraine's
porous border with Russia and voiced plans
to apply for EUl membership in 2020 as part
of his ex-Soviet country’'s Westward shift.

A senior Ukrainian security source told
AFP that the border security measures was
designed to halt the alleged smuggling of
weapons into the separatist east and would
enter into force "soon",

The two steps underscore the extent of
Kiev's alienation from its historic master and
deal a further blow to Russian President
Vladimir Putin's dream of folding Ukraine into
a Kremlin-led alliance that could rival Nato
and the European Union.

The plunge in the neighbours' relations
comes in the wake of the February ouster in
Kiev of a Moscow-backed leader and the
Kremlin's subsequent annexation of Crimea
and alleged backing of a bloody pro-
Russian revolt.

But the announcements also threaten to

AELEE |
tory or the turnout figure -- oy || wEeE s A8 TR |
triggering accusations of ox| | wem AR ST |
lack ﬂftransparency_ o8 | mmw ‘IEF'TW{QTFE‘FFT lﬂﬁ’fﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ'}, E‘ﬁ"’.’[ﬁ”,ml
e s Ay TN L e
od |
Abdullah yesten%ay con- 35 s e A
gratulated Ghani on his o) FFESE SR (Bbbb)
victory and vowed to sup- ob | | SR R obf2o38-205e s |
port him in a national od | | VEoH HEE EREY 38/ob/20380s |
unity government. ob | | R waTE Y B wee oafe (OTM) Grenr b |
PHOTO: AFP on i | ANEG G WHE BE ferefa (amr) |
So | | fo omra e eyt @ o3/30/203803 743 33,00 WO |
3y | VA faaREn ooy ey \h/So/y0s8lE: WEA TATERR AT #dE )
@ I 331 waYE WINTE o Eifed e waw 3ofvo/20380H: FUT 33, 00 UL
38 | waY@ 4 EfEY e wug 3ofyo/2o38ld FEY 33,90 WHET |
SB || eI (AreTal WA AT @ e fEwarer, o1 SiPera AP, wof S0, STZWAASH, ATESE, Fa7-3, G-
a3l |
3 | VoI AEEETE W AT 8 fomgier, N +ffFree SREm, wo8/So, SR, MEEE, TEE-y, Tl
b |
I I I O‘7e takes S I Iape S| | W CHTE e femnee, ot sifFmem T, wos/so, WEwwsE, AEFHE, -, v
sk |
3| | VRIS e (FfeTe argrem STawoAa w99 Fe S geeie onda e 53
= i . - TR W0 ﬂﬁ.ﬁ e AT ST W m'
Kiev to shut Russia border, seek EU membership in 2020 D e e e
- o) TeAm o fendem  wibfeTal, W) g des e
omy by haitmg trade hfftween :r_he IT'lth}_lEl]l}F ORea g o . 8) e " |
dependent nations apd increasing the likeli- TS T T IR ATE 2T A TR s e e
hood of Russia adopting retaliatory steps. 20T WA | T (G TPLECT AT ST s Wi SR
A decree published on the presidential caisl
website ordered the government "to settle... Sl | T T - A0/~ (FMEE *14ere() Breel (TEaerd|e) |
. . . . 3w AT T WU F0eE e FieEs e |
on Ukraines stae border with the Russan | | ©' | Etgg |- | oo 1 v | s | v o e
: 8 = et o3 FPEOT  ©  EES | (el e, BT 3,2¢,000/- 3038-203¢ (94 7%2)
Federation to cars, sea and pedestrian traffic. (ur3¢)
It added that the 2,000-kilometre land a3 TEHEGTE Q9 WA | AT o, B 30,000/ 3038-303¢ (W9 Te7)
frontier with Ukraine's giant northeastern TG (8533)
neighbour may be closed "to other forms of e ﬁ” | e e, SR am,aner: 3038-303¢ (9 7E)
- s
traffic" if necessary. T o e
The PrE_ﬂdE“C‘Y said Purnshe:nkn also | I3y | wvta st o e Serfer (et % AATD AE), 7 w{FeTe], B |
told a meeting of judges that Ukraine would 201 | WEIE ST T femriater, G 0o SR, @08 /30, STATIE, METTG], METE-D, F-335% |
make a formal EU membership bid in 2020 38| | wEeE ST O AT (B 23 03-8023338, (MAIEA-039ubbao A0S (HEH) |
that was made possible by this year's signing 301 | WO EEE A AR o S Saeee: ST 9% QIR0 Aael S AT e WA g A9 (4T 20 |
of a landmark political and economic asso- | | 3! | T@¥FW=T | ltem by item basis.
ciation pact. Poroshenko said his "Strategy | | **' Rom s :—LT:;: BT TGN MRS UG SIS N DI T o A ewn et
2020" plan "envisions 60 reforms and social <) T TS BT T GRS/ E o e (T« e ), s, SR
programmes whose adoption will prepare TR W TS 25 |
Ukraine to apply for membership in the ) W SRR FEH O P T O (I SIS S1Ee I ST e AT W A |
European Union in six years," his press service i%ﬁqﬁﬂm
: : s B : -4bo3ettobl
said. Ul(I‘:EllI‘lE lilElS al[read}r l:lgijinates l;tussm by i b e e
announcing plans to seek future Nato mem- Sosifefor, (i e i e :
bership -- a step the Kremlin views as a direct -
national security threat. fEfE-ouan fewgm, o0 «ffere, v

further devastate Ukraine's imploding econ-




