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PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH

The Rampal river flowing through Bagerhat's Mongla is virtually dead now. Water completely recedes during low tides, making the riverbed bare, which lies very close to the
surface. People put a row of boats across the riverbed as a bridge to cross the muddy ground at moments like this. Does the government care about the rivers of this riverine
delta, is a question that has been going around the country for years now, but the government just seems to have “other priorities”. The photo was taken yesterday.
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ELIMINATING CHILD LABOUR

Corporations can help

Prothom Alo roundtable told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Corporations, besides funding for child
welfare, can help eliminate child labour,
and ensure protection and safety of children
in the business sector, said speakers at a
roundtable yesterday.

The roundtable on role of private sector on
child protection was organised by the Bangla
daily Prothom Alo at its office in the capital.

Addressing the event, Shahidullah Azim,
vice-president of Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), stated that they have already
eliminated child labour in the garment
industry through penalising factory owners
who had employed children.

“Similar initiatives from all quarters can
significantly reduce child labour in the
country,” he said.

Mobassher Hossain, former president of
Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh said
children in Dhaka are deprived of play-
grounds due to unfettered land grabbing
and unplanned urbanisation.

With high rises cropping up, the authori-
ties could have saved a lot of space in the city
to be used as playgrounds, he said, and
mentioned that to have playgrounds all that
is required are government directives and
theirimplementations.

Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul, president of
Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists,
said if corporations collaborate with the
media, then important social messages
could be disseminated effectively.

In 2010, Bangladesh Bank asked all banks
to open school banking branches aiming to
get students involved in banking services to
help them contribute to the economy
through savings, said Jishan Kingshuk
Haque, head of communication and service
quality at Brac Bank.

Mohammad Sami Al Hafiz, chief com-
munication officer at Mutual Trust Bank
Limited, said the government should reduce
tax on companies' spending under
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).
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Poverty obstructs their access to buses. So they hang dangerously on the back to get to their destinations,
while the well-to-do including the nation's leaders play pontiffs of child security. The photo was taken at the

capital's Shyamoli yesterday.
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SUBHAN'S WAR CRIMES TRIAL
Defence's absence

prompts closure of
PW quizzing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Apparently being annoyed at the absence of defence coun-
sels, the International Crimes Tribunal-2 yesterday closed
the cross-examination of Matiur Rahman, one of the two
investigation officers of the case against Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Abdus Subhan.

Matiur, the 30th prosecution witness (PW), was sup-
posed to be cross-examined for the second day yesterday,
but all except Subhan's lawyers were present in court amid
hartal of the BNP-Jamaat-led alliance.

Prosecutor Sultan Mahmud told the tribunal that since no
defence counsel was present, and they also did not seek
adjournment of the proceedings, the cross-examination
should de closed.

The three-member tribunal led by Justice Obaidul
Hassan accepted his argument, and also adjourned the
proceedings until today.

Subhan's counsel Mizanul Islam told The Daily Star that
they did not appear in court in line with the decision of
Bangladesh Bar Council. “We will seek recall of the order.”

NEWSIy
brief

Sylhetstudent upgrades EVM

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A student under the supervision of a teacher of
Metropolitan University in Sylhet has developed an
electronic voting machine (EVM), which its creators
said was more sophisticated than the one piloted in a
few local government elections in the country:.

Proshanto Bhattacharya, a third-year computer sci-
ence and engineering student, worked on the machine
with Lecturer Syed Rezwanul Haque, his supervisor. They
revealed their creation through a programme at the
university.

Suspended copamong 3 held
with239Phensedylin capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested three persons including a suspended
police constable with 239 bottles of Phensedyl at
Khilgaon in the capital last night.

Afsar, 28, the suspended constable; Sumi, 22; and
Fazlur Rahman, 30, were held from a house at Block-C in
the area around 9:00pm, said Arif Hossain, sub-
inspector of Khilgaon Police Station.

31 held with

three 'human
traffickers' in
Cox's Bazar

OUR CORRESPOND ENT, Cox's
Bazar

Thirty-one Malaysia-bound
people along with three
alleged traffickers were
detained in Cox's Bazar on
Sunday night and early
yesterday.

The detective branch of
police arrested 15 people and
two traffickers in Samitypara
area of the town on Sunday
night. Six of them hail from
Narsingdi, three from
Habiganj, two from Jessore,
two from Jhenidah, and one
from Bhola.

A case was filed in this
connection against eight
people, including the two
traffickers, with Cox's Bazar
Sadar Model Police Station,
said DB Officer-in-Charge
AKM Manjur Alam.

Meanwhile, Border
Guard Bangladesh arrested
16 people alongwith a

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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LAND ALLOTTED TO JOURNOS

ACC seeks Shajahan
Khan, Mirza Abbas'
statements Oct 12

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission has sought statements
from Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan and BNP leader
Mirza Abbas in a case filed against former state minister of
the housing and public works ministry Alamgir Kabir over
allocation of aland to some journalists at a lower price.

Deputy Director Jatan Kumar Roy of ACC yesterday sent
separate letters requesting them to give statement at its
headquarters on October 12.

The seven acres of land in Mirpur was allotted to the Dhaka
Journalists Cooperatives Limited during BNP-Jamaat govern-
ment's tenure between 2001 and 2006 when Abbas was the
minister of the ministry and Alamgir was his deputy.

The land was earlier allegedly allotted to Jhilmil
Samabay Samity in which Shajahan Khan was involved,
said a top ACC official preferring anonymity.

ACC on March 6 field the case accusing former minister
Alamgir along with former deputy director Azaharul Haque
and office assistant Matiar Rahman and cashier Mansur
Alam of the National Housing Authority.

According to the case, Alamgir in a letter in 2002
requested the then prime minister to allocate a land to
journalists, writers, artists and cultural activists though they
did not make any written requests for providing them plots.
In the meantime, Alamgir directed his ministry secretary to

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Youth 'poisoned

to death' in
capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A college student was killed
after being allegedly poi-
soned by unidentified
miscreants in the capital's
Sayedabad yesterday.

Shohag Mia, 20, was
found unconscious inside a
bus at Sayedabad Bus
Terminal in the morning,
said his brother Jahid Hasan.
Initially he was rushed to a
local clinic from where
Jatrabari police took him to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, he added.

Doctors at DMCH
declared him dead. They
suspected that he died of
poisoning. Shohag, son of
Siddiqur Rahman of
Daudkandi in Comilla,
was a college student in
his area.

Jahid said Shohag came
to meet him. Jatrabari
police Officer-in-charge,
however, said they could
not confirm the poisoning
until the autopsy report
came.

BNP's Mahbub Uddin

FROM PAGE 3

filed with Tejgaon police hours after a bus was set
ablaze near the Prime Minister's Office during hartal
called by the then BNP-led 18-party alliance on April
29, 2012, and he had to suffer in custody for seven
days.

The court of Metropolitan Magistrate Md Harun Or
Rashid had later illegally framed charges against him, he
said, adding that the HC on December 13, 2012 declared
illegal CMM Bikash Kumar Saha's decision to give power to
Erfan and Harun to conduct Dhaka's Speedy Trial Court-5
for dealing with the case.

Protesting pro-20-party

FROM PAGE 3
Qur correspondents from Chittagong, Barisal and Khulna
reported that the court proceedings remained almost sus-
pended due to hartal and the boycott programme but the
judges were present. In the districts, the lawyers demon-
strated on the court premises.

Our Sylhet correspondent said the proceedings went
on as usual since no protest was staged on the court
premises.

Protect indigenous

FROM PAGE 3

The demands also include providing primary education to
Rakhine children in their mother tongue, giving them the
opportunity to study their religion, and including Rakhine
villages in the Kuakata master plan.



