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Yea or nay?

Scots vote on independence; United
Kingdom's fate on knife-edge

REUTERS, Edinburgh

>

Scotland voted yesterday on whether to stay within the
United Kingdom or end the 307-year-old union with
England and become an independent nation in a finely
balanced referendum with far-reaching consequences.

From remote highlands and islands to the tough city
estates of Glasgow, people were almost equally divided over
a vote watched closely by Britain's allies, investors and res-
tive regions athome and abroad.

Pre-voting opinion polls gave the "No" campaign - those
in favor of remaining in the United Kingdom - a slight edge.
But hundreds of thousands of people still making up their
minds held the key as polling stations opened.

Tennis star Andy Murray sent a powerful last-minute
message in support of the pro-independence "Yes" vote,
tweeting "Let's do this" after months of silence on his views.

Many people see the choice as one of "hearts or heads” -
whether emotional stirrings and yearnings would outweigh
pragmatic concerns over the risks and uncertainty that an
independent state would face.

"I've waited all my life for this," said the first voter in
Edinburgh's Waverley Court, a businessman who gave only
his first name, Ron. "It's time to break with England. 'Yes' to
independence.”

As he spoke, a couple of workers hurrying by in the morm-
ing mist and drizzle shouted "Vote No!""

SEE PAGE 17 coLa A pro-Scottish independence campaigner in Edinburgh on Wednesday and a pro-union campaigner in West Glasgow yesterday. PHOTO: AFP
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India to be asked not to allow its territory | a leader of a robber gang

3 killed in city
road crashes
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Three people, two of a family and a sub-
inspector of police, were killed in road

accidents amid a thin flow of traffic in 4 e was killed in a "gunfight”
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Ali said Bangladesh also expects that India would not allow its soil to be | Station, said Sekendar stood
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SEE PAGE 6 coL 4 Road-accident victim Firoza's sister Shahnaz in tears at DMCH yesterday. PHOTO: STAR SEE PAGE 7 COL 1 SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

others injured when a bus rammed a
three-wheeler near Ruposhi Bangla
Hotel.
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