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The jugalbandi of fakes

and frauds

UT of the inglorious

five, two were 15, one

14 and another barely
12 when they had apparently
fought in the war. In the last five
years, 11150 freedom fighter's
certificates have been issued.
Unilateral powers were used to
issue many of these certificates
and Jatiya Muktijodhha council
along with relevant laws was
being bypassed which relate to
the Muktijoddha Council Act 2002. None of the new
fakes had their names registered in Muktibarta, or
Bangladesh Lal Shobuj Barta; none of them had declared
their identities as freedom fighters while joining public
service and none of their names appear on the gazette
that list the heroes.

They flew the high skies to become the secretary in
the Prime Minister's Office, secretary of the industries
ministry, director general of the Family Planning
Directorate and the chairman of the housing and public
works department. So far, 116 fake certificates of public
servants have been cancelled since 2009 and investiga-
tion into over 500 other allegations is underway. Many
of them could not provide any convincing evidence of
ever having participated in the 1971 Liberation War. As
per Clause 3 of the Government Servant's (discipline
and appeal) Rules 1985, if a government servant, in the
opinion of the authorities, is guilty of misconduct or
guilty of desertion or is corrupt or may reasonably be
considered corrupt, because he has a persistence reputa-
tion of being corrupt, he or she will be compulsorily
retired or removed or dismissed from service for the
misconduct. This is what ideally should happen when
public servants really decide to play “hadudu” thinking
that the world is too busy looking the other way:.

The jugalbandi of corruption and bureaucracy has
gone on for very long. The British colonial administra-
tion awarded great powers to bureaucracy and that torch
has been duly handed down to today's post-colonial but
hardly decolonized South Asia. Today, 'bureaucracy’' is a
supra-political system, where corruption and fraud begin
at the top of public service and trickle down to the pri-
vate sector, proving once and for all that corruption and
bureaucracy have become mutually inclusive. The pro-
cess of fraud and corruption, however, cannot be trig-
gered off in alienation. The public servants who are
accused of fraud today seek favors from their seniors,
and in the process receive support from those serving
under them. The fact that those discussed in today's
column got their certificates signed off by the State
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Minister for Liberation War Affairs proves that the
'toadie’ culture in Bangladesh is still reigning strong. A
system built on shameless flattery and subservience does
indeed work well in our land.

Why then do these public servants including the
ministers in the highest ranks remain where they are in
South Asia? In 1954 Jawaharlal Nehru shared his con-
cept with the British scientist ].D.Bernal and said,
“"Most of my ministers are reactionary and scoundrels,
but as long as they are my ministers I can keep some
check on them."” In India, a federal minister received
hundreds of thousands of dollars by awarding 2-G
telephone licenses to inexperienced firms. Little later,

The jugalbandi of corruption and
bureaucracy has gone on for very long.
The British colonial administration
awarded great powers to bureaucracy
and that torch has been duly handed
down to today's post-colonial but
hardly decolonized South Asia.

in India again, a top-ranking officer and political figure
benefitted hugely during India's Commonwealth
Games. In reality, systematic corruption in the Indian
bureaucracy has soared. While the endemic malaise of
Indian bureaucracy is far from being over, salaries of
four million central government employees have been
hiked and is now costing the exchequer a total of over
INR 260 billion on a yearly basis. In 2006,
Transparency International computed a Bribe Payers
Index linked to export sector and declared India to be
the “worst across most regions and sub-groupings.”
Needless to add that under the table transactions con-
tinue happening at most of the desks of even the
better-paid-civil servants in South Asia.

Historically, corruption and fraud in the subconti-
nent can be traced even to Nehru, when his son-in-law,
Feroze Gandhi exposed the so-called Haridas Mundhra
scandal, involving the newly formed state-run Life
Insurance Corporation of India, which had misused
premium payments of 5.5 million policy-holders. The
court under retired chief justice, M C Chagla, indicted
four people including then-Finance Minister TT
Krishnamachari and Finance Secretary H M Patel.
Krishnamachari had no option but to resign from the
ministry and while the chief bureaucrat, Patel, was also

removed from his post, he went on to become the
finance minister at a later stage when the first non-
Congress party ministry under Morarji Desai was
formed and was later also labeled as "an upright public
servant with such a luminous record” by the Hindu
newspaper. At a later stage, ironically, more commen-
taries on how Patel was made a scapegoat by
Krishnamachari were widely covered in the media!

In other parts of Asia, in recent times, corrupt public
servant Li Haihua, chairman of the city's People's
Congress, has leapt out of his window on the 11th floor,
and a former deputy Communist Party secretary in
Hohhot, the capital of the Inner Mongolia region of
China, has slashed his wrists. Both have ended their lives
to escape from the Chinese Premier Mr. Xi Jinping's
entirely commendable anti-corruption campaign,
Around 30 have already committed suicide since January
while rest of China continues being on high alert in all
areas. Airlines in China have begun naming their: “first
class” cabins as "business”; 56 of the country's 680 five-
star hotels have requested downgrades...all for side-
stepping the austerity drive and for protecting the gov-
ernment official.

While Bangladesh was declared as the most corrupt
country in 2005, the rest of South Asia too suffers the
same label. Lack of whistleblower protection and lack of
disclosure of public information coupled with inade-
quate independent watchdog agencies contribute to this
region scoring 30 out of 100 (1=most corrupt.
100+cleanest) in the 2013 Corruption Perceptions Index.
But what contributes to this? At what point does a public
servant turn into a demon?

It possibly starts from the toll collector at the parking
who collects the parking fee on behalf of the govern-
ment and is unwilling to give a receipt for it, hoping to
pocket it. The process ultimately stretches to an environ-
ment of constant greed, unreasonable profits, bribery,
corruption and fraud awarding the individual to win
over the general good of the society. And this is how
bureaucracy in South Asia often gets away with “culpable
homicide” when the real intent is actually to kill public
interest in favor of personal gains.

In reality, while many of us can buy an identical copy
of Cezanne's still life at a Chinese website
(www.oilpaintings-supplier.com) at $20-$200, most of
us would still like to just look at the original which
recently sold at $1.8 million at Sotheby's. Similarly,
decent citizens of this land also don't deserve to experi-
ence episodes of fake certificates rather deserve to see the
glimpse of authenticity in bureaucracy.

The writer Is Managing Director, Mohammadi Group.

NATIONAL INCOME TAX DAY
Tax reglme in Bangladesh An evaluation

DR MUHAMMAD ABDUL MAZID

HERE is a general perception that

the existing (tax) Revenue regula-

tions in Bangladesh like Income
Tax, VAT and Customs laws, British by
birth, are too complicated in attitude and
curiously cumbersome for enforcement.
The Indian Mutiny had just exploded in
1857. The British government took over
the ruling power of India from the East
India Company. The country was in a bad
state financially. James Wilson (1805-
1860) was posted in Calcutta as Member
(Finance) in the Viceroy's Council which
is equivalent to the finance minister.
James Wilson, after taking over his assign-
ment in India, had introduced a Bill in
the Indian Legislature to restructure tariff
laws. Not just that, he also introduced the

the tax to pay the cost of administering
and collecting the tax and enforcing its
provisions. A sound tax system would
minimize these costs.

A sound tax system means Lo remove
complexity and limit the collection
points for taxation, making the system
more transparent, therefore, making the
public more certain that everyone is pay-
ing what they owe, and which is more
comfortable with the fairness of the sys-
tem. An economically neutral tax is unbi-
ased across the spectrum of economic
activities. A tax system is transparent to
the taxpayers if it is clear how much the
government is costing them (and who is
paying for what). Without transparency,
the public will not be able to accurately
assess how their money is being spent
and thus be unable to hold their repre-
sentatives appropriately responsible.

budgetary system and paper currency, he
stood out for floating the Income Tax Act
in India in his first ever Budget Speech for
FY 1860-61. Two months after historic
introduction of income tax in India
Wilson died in Calcutta of dysentery.
Reorganizing tax revenue regulations
should deserve a very close review of
existing rules and regulations one by one,
if not word by word in fitting with pres-
ent day demand of social norms and
business practices. If these regulations
have to be effectively enforceable, pru-
dently practiced, impartially imple-
mented in a free and democratic environ-
ment unlike past colonial regime, it has
to be such a public law framed by the
lawmakers who should also be within its
jurisdiction. Appropriate ownership has
to be established for each item of law
equally on every footing. Global good

practices should not only be incorporated
in the reorganized law, it is needed to
take suggestions from the stakeholders. It
has been appropriately argued that the
reorganization proposals be made in the
stake holder's vernacular for their better
comprehension and suggesting modifica-
tions. It has to be simple,
comprehendible, non duality in meaning
and interpretation, delegable, assertive
but with adequate relieving and remedial
provisions. Stakeholders' views at large
should be taken into consideration to
make it more user friendly. Cannons of
tax law should be digestible and
implementable across the board and be
applied without fear and favor.

A tax system must be economically
efficient, inflicting as little damage as
possible on the economy. Every tax sys-
tem distorts economic decisions and

leads to less economic activity than other-
wise would occur, resulting in what econ-
omists call "deadweight loss.” What is
more, applying different tax rates to dif-
ferent activities or to different producers
exacerbates the distortion of economic
decisions and increases the deadweight
losses due to the tax system. A sound tax
system should be designed to minimize
these losses. There should be none to
deny the fact that a sound tax system
should be logistically economical. It
should impose the smallest possible
compliance costs on taxpayers otherwise
people will not be encouraged to pay tax,
rather they will be inclined to evade tax.
Every tax system imposes direct costs on
taxpayers in terms of time devoted to tax
preparation or money to buy the services
of CPA's. Ultimately, every tax system
diverts a portion of tax revenues raised by

A nation's tax system is often a reflec-
tion of its socioeconomic and cultural
values or the values of those in power. To
create a system of taxation, a nation must
make choices regarding the distribution
of the tax burden—who will pay taxes
and how much they will pay—and how
the taxes collected will be spent. In demo-
cratic nations where the public elects
those in charge of establishing the tax
system, these choices reflect the type of
community that the public wishes to
create. In countries where the public does
not have a significant amount of influ-
ence over the system of taxation, that
system may be more of a reflection on the
values of those in power to enact law or
to enforce collection.

The writer is a former Secretary to Government of
Bangladesh and former Chairman, NBR.
mazid1273@hotmail.com

Tarique Rahman
and liberal politics
in Bangladesh

MUBASHAR HASAN

Rahman, recently said in London that religion

based politics is not a useful mechanism for
Bangladesh. He said that politics may be influenced
by religion but the framework of politics must not be
based on religion. This statement, at its face value, has
national and international significance.

The statement came at a time when President
Obama renewed America's commitment to con-
tinue the War on Terror against ISIL. Within this
narrative of war, it is important for Muslim politi-
cians to choose their sides carefully. In Egypt, the
government chooses US side, in Saudi Arabia, the
monarchs choose the US side, and Pakistan seems
to come to terms with the US too. So it is impor-
tant for Bangladeshi politicians to make their
stance clear. Through the trial of the crime against
humanity, Awami League (AL) made it clear that it
is to be remaining in opposition of radical politi-
cal Islamic force.

Given that, BNP is a key ally of almost all major
Islam based parties including Jamat-e-Islami, and also
that our 'liberals' were bashing BNP for the past 10 to
12 years for sharing power with Jamaat and con-
demning it for promoting 'radical political Islam’,
this statement may bring some optimism for
Bangladeshi liberals.

Let's make one point clear though, AL is no less
guilty of bringing conservative interpretation of
religion into politics than BNP. However, the
strength of AL is that they have an army of young
and old liberal intellectuals who construct a rhetori-
cal image of AL that may not be entirely true,
whereas BNP's past regime did not think it to be
important to maintain intellectual think tanks by
forgetting the fact that it was the middle class intel-
lectuals of Bangladesh who shaped and reshaped
the idea of Bengali and Bangladeshi nation for the
political parties, for Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and President Ziaur Rahman, hence giving
way to anti-BNP criticism,

If any one investigates the amount of finance
invested by both BNP and AL governments in
expansion of religious institutions and religious
values through state machineries in the country,
they would find that AL's spending might be as
much as the BNP's. They need to look closely into
the documents of Five Year Plans. Spending in reli-
gious institutions is not necessarily harmtul but
trying to control the ideology of political Islam is a
difficult business.

A core characteristic of Islam is that it is open to
interpretation in terms of socio-political and cultural
application and when the state supports the growth
of religious institutions and education, like ours did
in case of Bangladesh under AL and BNP regimes, the
state has no or few mechanisms in place to filter out
radical and extreme interpretations of Islam. The
burgeoning power of globalization, through its driv-
ers such as migration, internet and discursive flows of
radical ideas made this picture a complex one.

And this is exactly where conservative political
Islam found leverage and they became kingmakers
in Bangladesh politics. It remains a puzzle exactly
why they are influential despite their low share in
vote. Recent understanding, reportedly, between AL
and Hefazat-e-Islami reinforces the point that politi-
cal Islam sets the framework of politics in
Bangladesh and there is no or little distinction
between BNP and AL as none of them is secular in
the truest sense of the term, they are just less or
more Islamic. It may not necessarily be a bad thing
considering Bangladesh's liberal Islamic culture
unless these parties are harnessing Islamic parties
whose interpretation of Islam may create national
and even regional and global instability.

Globalization brought societies, economies and
cultures into close proximity. In this new world order,
local politics is global and that is why when the nar-
rative of the War on Terror, for good or bad, was at its
peak, BNP's tie with Jamaat was successfully trans-
lated by BNP detractors as the reason for supporting
terrorism, and even though BNP was responsible for
bringing JMB terrorists to book, the perception that
BNP was a sponsor of terrorism became stronger, and
they say perception is truth.

Whether Tarique Rahman meant his words in
regard to politics and Islam remains to be analyzed,
but considering all factors, his public statement is a
step forward towards a tolerant future of Bangladesh
because AL will not harness ties with Islamic parties,
and if BNP too walks the same path, there is hope for
a more liberal and tolerant Bangladesh.

. I \ HE senior Vice Chairman of the BNP, Tarique

The writer is a Doctoral Candidate, School of Government and
International Relations (IR), Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia.
He is also the founder of Alochonaa (www.alochonaa.com), an
Australia based IR, Politics and Culture blog, run by Australian
researchers and students. This is his personal opinion.
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" Quote

ACROSS
1 Giveahoot
5 Stylish

10 Verdipieces

‘ 12 Antisocial sort

13 Tooknotice

Cifaracter IS 14 pedrospa
like a tree 15 Flightlessbird
and 16 Decline
repumtiﬂﬂ 18 Cambridgesch.

like its 19 Nanny'snappy

21 Longswim trunks
shadow. The 5 (j4qiitor

shadow is 24 Hivehead
what we 25 Oeverthrow
think of it; 29 Giveanedge
the tree is the  2° 2P
32 Louvrefill

real thing. 33 Commonverb

34 Thatgirl
’ 35 Tuck, forone
37 Minos'kingdom
Abraham 39 Floridacity
Lincoln 40 Sounds

41 Sackedout

il i " FFE T Yesterday's answer

'y el s S[TIo[o[DMCIA[T[C[H
w = . CIY[N[D[TA[L[O[H][A
1 Packedinboxes A[R|L S N|A[PIE[S
2 Friend of Porthos R[O]Y C NIS|O|R|T
3 Ceremony ANIY N S O. FIR|Y
4 Mermakeup BIEIEIF LIEATT Y
5 Thickslice 28 SIETL 1S ﬂ
6 (BSsitcom a1 SITIEIA EINIS
ey B|E[EJIS[AIDMWIE[T
5 o A|C|R|E|A|G|EIMO|R|E
11 Accelerate 39 40 N|A|D|A|[L S|E|R|VI|E
17 Studfarm owner & 72 GINJA|IRIL KIAILIEIL
20 Imitated state = IS TIY]|L|E SIUIDISIY
21 (Coupgroup
23 Keepinpower CR?PTUQUGTE n A XYDLBAAXR is
25 Mustang's place SVN BTEENGNDYN UNSMNND LONGFELLOW
26 Punctual One letter stands for another.
27 Wisegoddess EIYSTZD LDB GNLFISP? EIYSTZD In this sample, A is used for
28 Wobble VLXSZKIWNXNDXN. o, vorpyp  thethreels Xforthetwo
29 Tool handles 0's, etc. Single letters,
31 Getup : : apostrophes, the length and
33 “lgnall” Yesterday's Cryptoquote: YOU DON'T HAVE TO SUFFER formation of the words are all
36 Phonedownioad TO BE A POET; ADOLESCENCE IS ENOUGH SUFFERING hints. Each day the code
38 Holdup FOR ANYONE. S (11 [ RaT {0 letters are different.

DON'T WORRY.

OH, BEETLE!
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