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Dhaka heading §
for disaster |

Researchers deplore unplanned
urbanisation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

: ! . . : R TR o P e R Probashi Polli project, a
o R e 7 o R T T — T e housing scheme for
e, o ¥ o & : T p— B Bangladeshi expatriates, is
seen occupying the Nagda
river at Narayankul of
Kaliganj in Gazipur. The
government has recently
made a move to alter the
master plan of the capital
to help approve 90 acres
of land of the proposed
project on flood flow zone.

A disaster seems inevitable in the capital unless the govern-
ment stops unplanned activities all around in the name of
development, said leading urban planners and researchers
at a conference in the city yesterday.

“It will be impossible to save Dhaka from an imminent
disaster if the government goes on making decisions on
mere political consideration, as it did by arbitrarily splitting
the city corporation,” said Prof Sarwar Jahan of the urban
planning department of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet).

Nearly 20 ministries and 40 departments are involved in
development and civic services in the city, but no coordina-
tion exists in their work.

Therefore, planned urbanisation and livable condition
are becoming impossible to attain without a powerful city
governance system, Sarwar said at the conference organised
by Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP) and the Centre for
Development Communication (CDC) at The Daily Star
Centre on “"Dhaka for the future generation: Our action”
with the assistance of the German Embassy in Bangladesh.
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