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THE JUDGE'S
KEY QUOTES

Arp, Pretoria

Judge Thokozile Masipa on
Thursday started handing down
her judgement in the trial of Oscar
Pistorius, finding him not guilty of
murder. Here are some key quotes
from the judge so far:

On the state's case:

"The state clearly has not proved
beyond reasonable doubt that
the accused is guilty of premedi-
tated murder.”

"Viewed in its totality, the
evidence failed to establish that
the accused had the requisite
intention to kill the deceased,
let alone with premeditation.”

"The accused therefore
cannot be found guilty of
murder."

On Pistorius's actions:
“He took a conscious decision,
he knew where he kept his

firearm and he knew where his

bathroom was. This is inconsis-
tent with lack of criminal

capacity.”

"The intention to shoot
however does not necessarily
include the intention to kill."

"Clearly he did not objec-
tively foresee this as a possibility
that he would kill the person
behind the door.”

On Pistorius's own testi-
mony:
"The accused was a very poor
witness."
"The accused was, amongst
other things an evasive wit-
ness.”

"He failed to listen properly
to questions put to him under
cross-examination, giving the
impression that he was more

worried by the impact his
answers might cause rather
than the questions asked."

On neighbour’s testimony:
"Most witnesses had their facts
wrong."

"l am of the view that they
failed to separate what they
knew personally or what they
heard from other people or
what they gathered from the
media."

On relationship between the
two:

"Neither the evidence of the
loving relationship or a relation-
ship turned sour can assist this
court to determine whether the
accused had the requisite
intention to kill the deceased.”

South Africa's Paralympian
athlete Oscar Pistorius,
sitting in the dock, tries to
keep his composure as a
High Court judge in
Pretoria hands down her
verdict yesterday on
whether the Blade Runner
was guilty of murdering his
girlfriend Reeva
Steenkamp (left above).
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Not guilty of murder

Pistorius to know his fate today

AGENCIES, Pretoria

A

"Blade Runner" Oscar Pistorius
was found not guilty of murder-
ing his girlfriend Reeva
Steenkamp Thursday, a shock
decision that left the South
African celebrity athlete sob-
bingwith emotion in the dock.

The high-profile trial was adjourned
until Friday when the 27-year-old
Paralympian will hear whether he has been
found guilty of culpable homicide, a lesser
charge roughly equivalent to manslaughter.

"The state clearly has not proved beyond
reasonable doubt that the accused is guilty
of premeditated murder,” Judge Thokozile
Masipa told the High Court in Pretoria.

The double amputee could still face any-
thing from a suspended sentence to a lengthy
prisonstretch if found guilty of culpable homi-
cide. Orhe could be acquitted altogether.

Masipa's introductory comments on the
lesser count appeared to lean towards a
guilty ruling.

"Tam of the view that the accused acted too
hastily and used excessive force. In the circum-
stances, it is clear that his conduct was negli-
gent," she said before adjourning the trial.

When he heard the judge clear him of mur-
der, the Paralympian sprinter sat in the dock
bowed and burying his head in his hands.

His sister Aimee rushed from the first
row of the public gallery to hug her older
brother, who was wiping tears from his eyes
with a handkerchief.

The victim's parents, Barry and June
Steenkamp, left the courtroom with
stony faces.

When asked if this is good news for
Pistorius, his Aunt Lois replied, "It's not the
end you know, we're still listening."

Legal experts voiced shock after he was
found not guilty of murder, and predicted
the case that has gripped South Africans for
a year would not rest with the verdict.

Both defence and prosecution agree that
Pistorius killed Steenkamp, a law graduate
and fashion model, when he fired four
shots through a locked toilet door in his
upmarket Pretoria home.

But the sprinter says he thought he was
shooting at an intruder while Steenkamp
was safely in bed.

The prosecution says he killed her in a fit
of rage after an argument.

Judge Masipa moved quickly through her

judgement, rejecting state evidence that
pointed to an argument between the couple.

The judge also reviewed evidence by neigh-
bours who testified to hearing shots and
screams, saying many "had their facts wrong”.

She said the huge media coverage of the
case could have affected some witnesses.

But Masipa also said Pistorius himself
was "evasive" on the stand, and that his
evidence showed "a number of defences, or
apparent defences”.

The verdict is the climax of a six-month
murder trial that has cast a harsh spotlight
onthe fallen hero's private life,

During proceedings Pistorius has broken
down, weeping and at times vomiting as he
heard how the 29-year-old blonde's head
"exploded" like a watermelon under the
impact of his hollow-point bullets.

Thursday's verdict, also broadcast live to
audiences worldwide, is unlikely to be the
end of the case.

There will be more courtroom arguments
before a sentence is handed down and, most
likely, an appeal to a higher court.

"I'm shocked,” Martin Hood, a
Johannesburg-based criminal lawyer, said
of Masipa's initial rulings. "I think she's
going to get quite a lot of criticism from the

judiciary and the legal system."

“The consensus among the legal commu-
nity was that he is guilty of murder. This
could really open the door to systematic
abuse of our legal system by people who
shoot their partners and claim self-defence."

Whatever happens, Pistorius's glittering
sporting career is likely to be over.

Once a poster boy for disabled sport, he
has been stripped of lucrative endorsement
deals by global brands and has withdrawn
from all competition.

The case continued to inflame passions
even after Masipa delivered her decision.

"We are here in support of all women who
have been abused or killed by their partners,”
said supermarket worker Joyce Radebe, who
took the day off to demonstrate outside the
court with members of the African National
Congress Women's League.

Prosecutor Gerrie Nel -- the theatrical
face of a prosecution that has watched its
case stripped away by Masipa -- painted
Pistorius as a gun-obsessed hot-head who
whooped with joy when he blew apart a
water-melon with a high-calibre pistol,
democratic South Africa -- glued to the live
television feed -- was forced to ask itself
some uncomfortable questions.

Taskin on
for Asiad

SPORTS REPORTER

Chief cricket selector
Farugue Ahmed informed
yesterday that pacer Taskin
Ahmed will play the Asian
Games as the bowler's knee
injury is manageable. The
T20 competition at Incheon
is scheduled to begin on
September 27.

The right-arm paceman's
right knee has been bother-
ing him more than before
but Faruque said, "We saw
him today in practice and he
is doing well in both batting
and bowling. So, he will go
with the team."

But another change to the
Asian Games team is
expected as pacer Rubel
Hossain may take the place
of Al-Amin Hossain, who
has been reported for a
suspectaction.

Earlier Shohag Gazi, who
has been reported with a
suspect action, was replaced
by Shakib Al Hasan.

Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
will lead a strong team in
their quest to retain the gold
medal in the Games.

From fame to the dock

AFP, Pretoria

South African amputee sprinting
star Oscar Pistorius was found
not guilty Thursday of murder-
ing his model girlfriend Reeva
Steenkamp in 2013. He could
still be found guilty of culpable
homicide. Here is a snapshot of
the events that began on a fateful
Valentine's Day:

2013

February 14: South African
police arrest Pistorius, a
Paralympic and Olympic
sprinter nicknamed the "Blade
Runner”, tor the murder of
Steenkamp, shot four times
with one of his guns at his
house near Pretoria.

February 15: Pistorius bursts
into tears as he is charged,
denying the murder "in the
strongest terms”.

February 19: Pistorius claims
in an affidavit that he mistook
Steenkamp for an intruder and
was "filled with horrible fear”
that someone had sneaked
into his home through an
open window.

He insists he did not intend
to kill Steenkamp, but is
accused of firing through a
locked bathroom door in what
prosecutors term a "premedi-
tated" murder.

February 20: Witnesses testify
they heard arguing, a woman
screaming and gunfire at
Pistorius's house the night of
the slaying, police tell the court.

The French cosmetics firm
Clarins drops an advertising
campaign featuring Pistorius.
February 21: US sportswear
giant Nike suspends its con-
tract with Pistorius.

South African police name a
top detective to the case after it
emerges that the officer ini-
tially assigned to it faces
attempted murder charges.
February 22: Pistorius is
granted bail by a magistrate. It
is set at 100,000 dollars after
the sprinter spent more than a
week in custody and sat
through a tense four-day bail
hearing.

March 28: A court clears
Pistorius for international
travel, easing his strict bail
terms.

April 14: Pistorius is seen
partying at a trendy
Johannesburg hangout, media
report.

May 20: Pistorius will not race
this season, his agent says.
June 28: Pistorius is to resume
limited training for his mental
wellbeing, but does not plan a
return to competition, his
family announces.

August 13: A magistrate orders
Pistorius to stand trial in
March.

2014

January 23: Pistorius's lawyers
and Steenkamp's family are
discussing an out-of-court finan-
cial settlement, a lawyer says.
February 25: A judge rules that
most of Pistorius's trial can be
broadcast live, but not his
testimony.

March 3: The trial opens in
Pretoria, before an army of
journalists from around the
world, with the testimony of a
neighbour who told the court
she heard "terrible screams”
from a woman and shots.
March 13: Pistorius vomits
when a picture of the dead

model's body was accidentally
flashed on the court's televi-
sion screens.
April 7-15: Pistorius takes the
witness stand and begins with
a tearful apology to the family
of the woman he shot dead.
This is followed by five days
of hell for the accused, includ-
ing intense cross-examination,
marked by several bouts of
tears and breaks in the session.
But while he admits to
having fired the shots, he
refuses to admit any intention
to kill his girlfriend.
May 5: Witnesses called by the
defence say that Pistorius was
"broken" after killing his girl-
friend. "He cried, he cried, he
prayed..." says Johan Stander, the
manager of his residence.
Pistorius told him: "I shot Reeva,
I thought it was an intruder!”
May 14: Judge rules that
Pistorius be sent for psychiatric
tests after a defence witness
testified that he suffered from
a "general anxiety disorder”.
June 30: After a six-week inter-
ruption, a panel of three psy-
chiatrists and a psychologist
conclude that Pistorius was not
suffering from mental illness.
He faces up to 25 years in
prison if convicted.
July 12: Pistorius, who is on
bail, is expelled from a night-
club after a scuffle with
another patron.
August 7: State prosecutor Gerrie
Nel, in his final argument before
the court, accuses Pistorius of
concocting an alibi that led to a
"snowball effect” of lies.
August 8: The trial concludes
with closing arguments from
the defence.

Women's
swimming
meet ends

SPORTS REPORTER

Faria Amin grabbed her
third gold medal on
the final day of the
Inter-District Women's
Swimming
Competition at the
Sultana Kamal
Women's Sports
Complex in
Dhanmondi yesterday:.
Faria, who won gold
in the 50m breaststroke
and 50m freestyle on
the opening day,
grabbed gold in the
100m butterfly in
eight-ten age-group
and helped Meherpur
become champions
with six gold, one silver
and one bronze medal.
Faria also became
individual champion
with three gold medals
followed by Bhola's
Farhand Yeasmin Ria,
who finished behind
Faria with two gold
medals. Jessore fin-
ished runners-up with
two gold, three silver
and two bronze medals
in the two-day meet.
State Minister for
LGRD Moshiur Rahman
Ranga distributed prizes
among the winners as
chief guest, while
Bangladesh Women's
Sports Association
president Rafia Akter
Dolly and general secre-
tary Qumrunnahar
Dana were among
| others present.

Kayes out of 2nd Test

SPORTS REPORTER

Left-handed bats-
man Imrul Kayes
Sl skl has been ruled out
wesrsoes wamasoen {1 the second and
final Test against West Indies starting
tomorrow at the Beausejour
Stadium, Gros Islet in St Lucia.

The batsman has been suffering
from rashes. The team management
is not sure when Kayes will catch a
return flight although they booked a
flight for Saturday. The team man-
agement is not in any hurry to send
him back as his condition is not
contagious.

"Imrul has been ruled out. He
will consult a local doctor today and
if he can fly then he will on
September 13 or 15," informed
Habibul Bashar, a selector and team

L

manager, over phone last night.

Bashar also said that pacer Al-
Amin Hossain will play the Test
despite being reported for a suspect
bowling action.

Al-Amin became the second
bowler after Shohag Gazi to be
reported for suspect action by the
ICC but the game's governing body
is yet to finalise an appointment in
one of ICC's recognised testing
centres.

The pacer can play interna-
tional cricket but the question is
whether the news dented his con-
fidence.

"This is definitely a big setback
for any bowler but our bowling
coach |[Heath Streak]| is working
with him. He has been bowling
well and we hope he can over-
come the setback and continue

his good bowling in the second
Test," said Bashar.

The former national skipper said
that they are not sure about the
condition of the pitch as there is still
grass on the surface but he hinted at
changes to the side for the last
match, where the Tigers will try to
salvage pride from the series.
Bangladesh lost the first Test by 10-
wickets at St Vincent.

Anamul Haque has a good
chance to strengthen the struggling
top order but the main focus is
whether Bangladesh will add
another specialist bowler to the
playing eleven. Bangladesh played
the first Test with three specialist
bowlers in pacers Rubel Hossain
and Al-Amin and left-arm spinner
Taijul Islam, who took five wickets
on his debut.

Mithun inclusion kicks up a row

SPORTS REPORTER

Before departing
for Korea, the
defence was an
area of concern
far the
Bangladesh U-23
football team and
Dutch coach Lodewijk de Kruif
watched the defenders, sans injured
Atiqgur Rahman Meshu, struggle
while conceding four goals against
Vietnam in a preparation match for
the Asian Games.

The defeat against Vietnam has
helped the Bangladesh side find the
loopholes in the backline without
Meshu and de Kruif has now begun
working to repair the defence line
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| before going into the real battle against

Afghanistan on September 15.

With the help of video footage of
the Bangladesh-Vietnam friendly, the
Dutch coach has tried to rectify the
mistakes made during the match.

Team manager Amirul Islam Babu
informed over phone that the players
skipped training yesterday following
the previous day's match but they still
went to the gymnasium,

Babu also informed that injured
Meshu would return home Friday
night and his replacement, striker
Mithun Chowdhury, would go to
Korea, subject to the clearance of the
game's organising committee.

"We have already sent Mithun's
name as a replacement for Meshu to
the Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA), who will con-
firm the replacement officially," said

Bangladesh Football Federation
general secretary Abu Nayeem.

‘“Though BOA officials verbally
told me that Mithun might not be
considered as he was not in the 30-
member preliminary squad, I saw
nothing to deter him from partici-
pating according to the rules of the
event,” said Shohag.

The question of why a striker
should replace a defender was raised
but the Dutch coach decided to
include Mithun as one of three
senior players in the team.

Mithun's club, Sheikh Russel KC,
is not happy with coach's decision
and the club officials argued with
the BFF officials yesterday as they are
set to take partin the AFC President's
Cup starting from September 20 in
Colombo.



