Ribery issue
resolved

GOAL.COM

Bayern Munich CEO Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge insists
that row over Franck Ribery's
international retirement has
been "all but settled".

UEFA president Michel
Platini claimed on Sunday
that the French winger
wotuld be hit with a three-
game suspension for his
club side if he refused a
call-up from Les Bleus boss
Didier Deschamps.

However, Rummenigge
insists that Ribery has already
been given permission to
bring the curtain down on
his international career.

"It is all but settled," the
Bayern chief told Bild. "As
Philipp Lahm has discussed
his international retirement
with [Germany coach
Joachim] Low, Franck has
indeed discussed his with
Deschamps

"He will still not being
called up anymore [despite
Platini's threat]. Everything
is in order and FIFA-
compliant.”

Platini had argued that
players do not have the right
to choose whether they
represent their country.

"Franck Ribery cannot
simply decide whether he
plays for France or not,"
the former Bleus ace told
Bild am Sonntag.
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Italy starlet Simone Zaza (C) is the toast of his teammates after scoring the open-
ing goal against Norway during their Euro 2016 qualifier at the Ullevaal Stadium in
Oslo on Tuesday.
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REUTERS, Oslo

Simone Zaza made the most
of the suspended Mario
Balotelli's absence up front
by scoring the opening goal
to pave the way for Italy's
comfortable 2-0 win over Norway in a Euro
2016 Group H qualifier on Tuesday.

The Sassuolo striker, surprisingly
brought into the squad by new coach
Antonio Conte, struck with a deflected shot
after 16 minutes and also hit the crossbar
and had an another effort cleared off the
line before being substituted.

The 23-year-old Zaza repaid Conte's faith
immediately, winning a penalty on his
debut in the 2-0 friendly victory over
Netherlands in Bari on Thursday before
scoring in Oslo.

"He is a player of great desire and pride
and he and the others have given a good
example of that tonight,” Conte told a news
conference.

The Norwegians offered little resistance,
enjoying plenty of possession in front of a
sell-out crowd but failing to threaten
Gianluigi Buffon's goal,

Their best attacks came down Italy's left
flank as livewire Mats Moeller Daehli dis-
played his full bag of tricks and dribbles but
the winger faded in the second half, as did
the home team's chances.

Missing Balotelli and playmaker Andrea
Pirlo, Conte's first competitive game in
charge saw him field a relatively young team
that favoured industry over flair.

With Mattia De Sciglio and Matteo
Darmian playing wide in a five-man
midfield, Italy began by probing the spaces
behind Norway's full backs.
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Simple for Simone

Conte's team defended from the front,
with Zaza and Ciro Immobile energetically
leading the chase to win the ball back when
theirside gave it away.

The visitors took the lead fortuitously
when Zaza's effort took a deflection and
wrong-footed keeper Orjan Nyland before
bouncinginto the net.

Norway's defence was too passive for the
goal and should have shut down the Italy
striker before he shot,

Captain Leonardo Bonucci again punished
Norway in the 62nd minute, rising unmarked
to power home a downward header from
substitute Manuel Pasqual’s cross.

Italy could have made it 3-0 in the 77th
minute when Zaza went one-on-one with
Nyland but his rising shot cannoned back
off the crossbar and Alessandro Florenzi's
header from the rebound was palmed away
by the keeper.

Zaza had another one-on-one with
Nyland a few minutes later. This time his
delicate chip was cleared off the line and he
was replaced by Mattia Destro soon after.

Conte said his side played an "almost
perfect game”, adding "it's important to
create that kind of team spirit, a team with a
capital T".

"It has been a dream week for me," said
Zaza. "Now my objective is to keep my place in
the team. The work of a striker is tiring, but if
you want to play in thisside you need to run.”

It was the perfect start to the qualifying
campaign for Italy, and one that sets them
up nicely for a double-header at home to
Azerbaijan and away to Malta next month
before a stiffer test in Croatia in November.

Per-Mathias Hogmo's Norway, mean-
while, will hope to bounce back when they
face Malta and Bulgaria next month.
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City's loss is
others' gain

MAIL ONLINE

Manchester City's huge fine
for breaching UEFA's finan-
cial fair play rules is to be
shared out around the other
clubs in the Champions
League.

City were fined
£50million for the FFP
breaches but will only have
to pay around £20million if
they comply with the break-
evenrules in future seasons.

The first tranche of pay-
ments from City, Paris St
Germain and Zenit St
Petersburg will total
£20million and will be split
among the Champions
League and Europa League
clubs who did comply with
the rules last season.

A similar sum will be
distributed to clubs who
comply with the FFP rulesin
this season's European
competitions.

European Clubs'
Association chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge said
UEFA had agreed the fines
should go to the other clubs.

He told a news conference
in Geneva: 'It was an agree-
ment between UEFA and the
clubs that it was money
belongingto the clubs.’

The clubs will have a
chance to argue any changes
to FFP rules at a meeting
with UEFA on October 13.

Brazil win again

REUTERS

Brazil beat Ecuador 1-0 in an
international friendly in New
Jersey on Tuesday with a first
halt goal from Willian
enough to give coach Dunga
his second successive victory.

The win came four days after Brazil beat
Colombia and the win over a sprightly
Ecuador side delighted the new manager.

"There weren't any negative points,” he
told reporters. "You have to take positives
from the negatives. You learn, you evolve. So
for me it was all positive.”

Brazil's winner came on the half-hour
from a well-rehearsed free kick. Oscar hit a
short pass to Neymar who lifted a curled pass
over the defence to Willian, who slipped it
into the net with the outside of his right foot.

Ecuador almost equalised six minutes
later but Enner Valencia's right foot shot hit
the base of the post after beating goalkeeper
Jefferson.

The West Ham United striker also had a
looping header cleared off the line by Filipe
Luis 16 minutes into the second half as
Ecuadorenjoyed theirbest spell of the game.

Brazil's best chance of the second half fell
to Neymar in the 47th minute but the
Barcelona striker missed an open goal from
four yards out with the keeper on the
ground.

Although Brazil were not at their best, the
two wins buoyed those players trying to
impress the new coach.

"I feel like I did everything [ had to do,"
centre back Marquinhos, who made his
first international start, told TV Globo after
the game.

Suarez can
make Clasico

debut

REUTERS, Barcelona AFP, Andorra

Bale gets Wales
out of trouble

Barcelona's Uruguay for-
ward Luis Suarez can make
his debut in the La Liga
'Clasico’ at Real Madrid on
Oct. 25, the day after a FIFA
ban for biting an opponent
at the World Cup ends, the
club said on Wednesday.

Spain's professional
league (LFP) had earlier
confirmed the date of the
game, the first meeting of
the bitter rivals since Real
beat Barca 1-0 in last sea-
son's King's Cup final.

"Luis Suarez will be able
to play in the 'Clasico’ at
the Santiago Bernabeu on
Oct. 25," Barcelona said on
their website,

"The Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) confirmed
to FC Barcelona that the
Uruguayan forward's sanc-
tion expires the day before.”

Real Madrid star Gareth Bale's double saved

Wales's blushes as they came from 1-0 down

to beat minnows Andorra 2-1 in their open-
ing Euro 2016 qualifier on Tuesday:.
Andorra -- who had not won in 51 compet-

itive fixtures since beating Macedonia in October 2004 -- had
taken a shock lead early in the qualifying Group B encounter
in Andorra la Vella as [ldefons Lima converted a sixth-minute
penalty after Neil Taylor pulled back Ivan Lorenzo.

It was Lima's eighth international goal and ended an
Andorran goal drought in competitive matches stretching
back 18 games.

The Welsh found it difficult coping with the physical
game of their hosts but Bale finally got them on level terms
with a header in the 22nd minute.

However, if the Welsh fans thought that would ease their
side's nerves and a goal glut would ensue they were to be
disappointed as they failed to convert their chances.

Manager Chris Coleman was booed off at half-time by
the 1500 or so Welsh supporters who had travelled to the
Pyrenees for the game and with 10 minutes remaining and
the sides all square there was every chance of a repeat perfor-
mance at the final whistle.

Bale, though, spared him that as he scored with a superb
free-kick to give the visitors a scarcely deserved victory.
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MU declare
record
revenue

AFP, London

Despite their on-pitch
travails last season,
Manchester United on
Wednesday announced a
19 percent rise in annual
revenue to a record £433.2
million ($698.8 million,
539.6 million euros).

United floundered in
their first season after the
retirement of long-serving
manager Alex Ferguson,
finishing seventh in the
Premier League and sacking
his successor, David Moyes,
but they continued to
thrive commercially.

The club reported a 49
percent increase in spon-
sorship revenue -- helped
by a blockbuster £750
million 10-year deal with
Adidas -- and recorded a
profit of £23.9 million.

"We are very proud of
the results achieved in
fiscal year 2014 as we once
again generated record
revenues,” said executive
vice-chairman Ed
Woodward in a statement.

"With Louis van Gaal at
the helm as manager, and
the recent signing of some
of the world's leading
players to further
strengthen our squad, we
are very excited about the
future and believe it's the
start of a new chapter in
the club’s history.

"Louis's footballing
philosophy fits very well
with Manchester United
and he has an impressive
track record of success
throughout his career,
winning league titles with
every club he has man-
aged.”

Partly due to their non-
participation in the
Champions League, United
expect their income to fall
to between £385 million
and £395 million over the
course of the current season.

But they invested
around £150 million on
new players during the
close-season transfer win-
dow, including a British-
record £59.7 million
swoop for Argentina inter-
national winger Angel di
Maria,

The figures released on
Wednesday also revealed
that United paid out £5.2
million in compensation to
former Everton manager
Moyes, who was dismissed
in April, and some mem-

| bers of his coaching staff.

Pilar condemns Dutch to defeat

AFP, Prague

(P

Vaclav Pilar came off
the bench to score a
stoppage-time winner
as the Czech Republic
beat the Netherlands 2-
1 in their opening Euro 2016 qualify-
ing Group A fixture on Tuesday.

Borek Dockal put the hosts ahead
midway through the first half but a
55th-minute equaliser from Stefan de
Vrij looked set to give Holland a share
of the spoils in Prague, only for Pilar to
strike at the death.

The Dutch finished third at the
World Cup in Brazil but have since
seen Guus Hiddink replace Louis van
Gaal as coach and his second spell as
national coach had begun with a 2-0
friendly defeat to Italy last Thursday:.

EURD h

Here, without several of the Oranje's
World Cup stars, including Robben,
Huntelaar and Ron Vlaar, he oversaw
Holland's first competitive defeat over
90 minutes since Euro 2012,

"It's a bitter loss when you lose in
the last minute," said Hiddink, who
started with the same 5-3-2 system the
Dutch had used in Brazil but switched
back to his favoured 4-3-3 after the first
Czech goal.

“The system wasn't an issue, the
Czechs scored after individual errors
on the right side. When the defence
makes such mistakes, you can't blame
either of the systems we played today:.

"The Czechs didn't let us create
many chances; we had some, but they
didn't let us score. We can only draw a
lesson from this opening game."

The visitors went behind in the
22nd minute when David Lafata
found Sparta Prague team-mate
Dockal, who scored with a superb left-
footed volley from 18 metres that
bounced off the post into the net.

De Vrij equalised in the 55th minute
with a header that flew across the box and
past Chelsea 'keeper Petr Cech following
a perfect cross from Manchester United
new-boy Daley Blind.

But the hosts, who had failed to
qualify for the World Cup, kept pushing
and got the winner when Daryl Janmaat
fumbled a header back towards his own
goalkeeper Jasper Cillessen.

The ball hit the post, rebounded
past a diving Cillessen, and Viktoria
Pilsen winger Pilar had an easy job
sending it into the gaping net.
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