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The tall of Allende

SYED BADRUL AHSAN
N the early hours of 11 September
1973, Chile's military led by the army
chief, General Augusto Pinochet

Ugarte, overthrew the democratically

elected government of President Salvador

Allende Gossens. In the three years preced-

ing the coup, the government, the first

socialist administration elected to office

through popular support, had run into a

series of problems that left Allende and his

team reeling. And the fault for the chaos
lay not with Allende but with those who
had actively conspired to keep him from
being elected. Allende had been elected to
office with just 36.2 per cent of the vote.

The day was 4 September 1970.

It was, as Ariel Dorfman was to note
later, a moment of baptism for Allende as
Chile's leader. And yet the Nixon adminis-
tration had not given up its goal of under-
mining the new Chilean government. The
CIA went into the job of organising people
against Allende, through recruiting agents in
Santiago, and pumping in money to ele-
ments ready and willing to destabilise the
administration. Alongside that went propa-
ganda against the Allende government's
‘attempts’ to turn democratic Chile into a
fortress of Marxism. President Allende
warded off all such attempts bravely,
through drawing attention to the US-led
campaign against the people of Chile and
through employing all diplomatic means to
explain to the outside world that democracy
under the Marxists was safe in his country.
He sent the young and articulate Orlando
Letelier to Washington as ambassador in
the hope that Letelier would be able to
explain to Americans the causes behind the
nationalisation programme that had been
launched in Santiago. To Paris, as ambassa-
dor, went the eminent poet Pablo Neruda.

None of the moves made by Allende
helped. Increased funding by the CIA only
reinforced Allende's enemies. Steps were also
taken to influence the Chilean military into
moving against the government. Trade
unions were drawn into the anti-Allende
camp and truck drivers brought transport
movement to a halt all across the country. As
all of this went on, the wives of Chile's mili-
tary officers took the unprecedented step of
confronting the army chief, General Carlos
Prats, and berating him over his 'failure’ to
take action to 'save' the nation. Prats resigned
on 22 August 1973. He was replaced the next
day by General Augusto Pinochet, considered
an Allende loyalist. Ironically, no sooner had
Pinochet taken control of the army than he
went into the business of planning the coup
against Allende,

The first moves toward the coup were
taken at 4 a.m. on 11 September. In

Santiago, at 6.20, President Allende was
awakened with news that a coup led by his
new army chief was in progress. Within
the following hour, the military sent a
message to Allende offering to let him
leave the country, The president spurned
the offer. The air force systematically
strafed the palace and hit its targets with
precision. By 9 a.m. Santiago passed into
the hands of the army. A half hour later,
President Allende made what would turn
out to be his final broadcast to the nation.
He pledged to fight on to uphold constitu-
tional government in Chile. Sometime
later, he appeared on the balcony of La
Moneda, an AK-47 in his hands and a
helmet on his head. Moments later, he
went back in. It was the last the world
would see of Salvador Allende. By early
afternoon, he was dead. After an autopsy

ally make his way to the United States. The
poet Pablo Neruda, ailing at the time of
the coup, would be dishonoured by sol-
diers ransacking his home. Within days of
the coup, he would die. The popular singer
Victor Jara, a vocal supporter of the
Allende government, was picked up by the
army and murdered in the very Santiago
stadium where he had once roused his
fans to ecstasy with his music.

Salvador Allende's widow would make
her way out of Chile. The dead president's
cousin, the writer Isabel Allende too
would leave the country and settle abroad.
Agents of the Chilean intelligence organi-
sation DINA murdered General Carlos
Prats and his wife through blowing up
their car in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 30
September 1974, Two years later, on 21
September 1976, Orlando Letelier, busy

From left: Salvador Allende and Pablo Neruda

that really was not, Allende's body was
buried in his ancestral village. However,
no stone or any other sign marked his
grave. The coup leaders wanted no trace to
be left of the dead president. Allende was
sixty five when his life came to an end.

[n the days following the coup, terror
took over Chile. Thousands of people were
rounded up by the soldiers and detained
in the local stadium. Many of them were
murdered. Officially, the number for those
who died from the excesses of the military
regime was 3,192. Many more simply
disappeared. Hundreds of Chileans, many
of them prominent citizens, went into
exile in neighbouring countries and in
Europe. Carlos Prats left the country and
moved on to Argentina. Orlando Letelier,
the former envoy who was Allende's last
defence minister, had been seized on the
morning of the coup and tortured over the
next twelve months before being freed and
allowed to leave Chile. He would eventu-

marshalling support for Chilean demo-
crats in the United States, was blown up in
Washington by DINA agents acting with
assistance from their American friends.

The Pinochet dictatorship kept tight
control over Chile till 1990, when General
Pinochet left office, albeit after ensuring
immunity for himself and his men over
the 1973 coup and subsequent measures
taken by his regime. In his later years,
Pinochet became a target of human rights
groups around the world and at one point
was arrested in London upon a warrant
issued by a Spanish court. Eventually
allowed to go back home by the British
government, he saw a resurgent Chilean
democracy strip him of his immunity and
charge him with human rights violations
during his years as dictator. He died, aged
91, in December 2006.

The writer is Executive Editor, The Daily Star.
E-mall: ahsan.syedbadrul@gmail.com

The touch of the alchemists !

SHAHNOOR WAHID

HO says we no more study pure science
W subjects like physics and chemistry? If

not physics, chemistry is being studied
with great enthusiasm, even by half educated vil-
lage traders who do wholesale business on the side
line. Food is their favourite area of study. Look at
these extremely talented businessmen-cum-
chemists working hard to apply their knowledge of
chemistry in shady shops to keep our fruits, fishes,
meat, milk and grains from decaying fast. Not only
they save our precious food from decaying, they
even do more! They apply another variety of chem-
icals to ensure that the chemically treated fish,
chicken, eggs, banana, apple, milk etc,, stay longer
on the shelves. What a service to humanity! These
scientists travelled far and wide to take lessons in
chemistry and then dedicated their lives to the
service of fellow humans.

These lungi-clad alchemists spraying chemicals
on food and fruit to change their natural properties
remind us of their old world counterparts who
delved in the science of chemistry in backyard make-
shift laboratories. During those days, their first and
foremost occupation was to create gold from other
base metals. A great deal is written about this in
books. We may quote a little from the Internet
(Wikipedia) to have some idea about the pioneers in
this branch of science and how they might have
influenced our lungi-clad chemists.

Quote: "The defining objectives of alchemy are
varied but historically have typically included one
or more of the following goals: the creation of the
fabled philosopher's stone; the ability to trans-
mute base metals into the noble metals (gold or
silver); and development of an elixir of life, which
would confer youth and longevity.

...Alchemy played a significant role in the
development of early modern science. It is rec-
ognized as a protoscience that contributed to
the development of modern chemistry and
medicine, Alchemists developed a structure of
basic laboratory techniques, theory, terminol-
ogy, and experimental method, some of which
are still in use today.

...Modern discussions of alchemy are generally
split into an examination of its exoteric practical
applications and its esoteric aspects. The former is
pursued by historians of the physical sciences who
have examined the subject in terms of
protochemistry, medicine, and charlatanism. The
latter interests psychologists, spiritual and new age
communities, hermetic philosophers, and histori-
ans of esotericism.

Scientific apparatus in the alchemist's work-
shop, 1580,

...Practical applications of alchemy produced a
wide range of contributions to medicine and the
physical sciences. The alchemist Robert Boyle is
credited as being the father of chemistry.
Paracelsian iatrochemistry emphasized the medici-
nal application of alchemy (continued in plant
alchemy, or spagyric). Studies of alchemy also
influenced Isaac Newton's theory of gravity.
Academic historical research supports that the

alchemists were searching for a material substance
using physical methods.

....It is a popular belief that alchemists made
contributions to the "chemical" industries of the
day—ore testing and refining, metalworking, pro-
duction of gunpowder, ink, dyes, paints, cosmetics,
leather tanning, ceramics, glass manufacture, prep-
aration of extracts, liquors, and so on (it seems that
the preparation of aqua vitae, the "water of life",
was a fairly popular "experiment" among
European alchemists). Alchemists contributed
distillation to Western Europe. The attempts of
alchemists to arrange information on substances,
so as to clarify and anticipate the products of their
chemical reactions, resulted in early conceptions of
chemical elements and the first rudimentary peri-
odic tables. They learned how to extract metals
from ores, and how to compose many types of
inorganic acids and bases.

...During the 17th century, practical alchemy
started to disappear in favor of its younger offshoot
chemistry, as it was renamed by Robert Boyle, the
"father of modern chemistry”. In his book, The
Skeptical Chemist, Boyle attacked Paracelsus and
the natural philosophy of Aristotle, which was
taught at universities. However, Boyle's biogra-
phers, in their emphasis that he laid the founda-
tions of modern chemistry, neglect how steadily he
clung to the scholastic sciences and to alchemy, in
theory, practice and doctrine. The decline of
alchemy continued in the 18th century with the
birth of modern chemistry, which provided a more
precise and reliable framework within a new view
of the universe based on rational materialism.”
Quote ends.

So, we have learned a few things about the
“chemistry forefathers” and their work as given in
the Net. What is interesting in the context of
Bangladesh is the fact that though most of the food
growers and traders at the field level dropped out of
school before getting any certificate, they have
taken the trouble of taking some lessons on chem-
istry which they apply to food items with great
devotion. Big traders would even employ a chemis-
try graduate or two to ensure that chemicals are
applied in right quantity so their businesses can
flourish, and bring in more profit.

Now, this more profit thing has another side of
the story we never looked at. These businessmen-
cum-alchemists with their golden touch are keep-
ing the wheels of economy turning, generating
plenty of money, employing jobless people, hiring
chemistry graduates and thereby contributing to
the economy of the country! Aha! So, you see how
unfortunate they are!All their efforts to make your
mango look ripe, banana look yellow, fish look
fresh, eggs look yummy are going in vain! They
should be garlanded for their service to humanity!
Oh, there is yet another side of the story we over-
looked. They should be recommended for bigger
awards for their contribution to shortening our life
in this war-torn, disease infested world through
slow poisoning us with chemicals! Another service
to the humanity, indeed! Bravo brothers.

The writer is Special Supplements Editor, The Daily Star. He can
be reached at shahnoorwahid@yahoo.co.uk
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Even the smallest
act of service, the
smallest act of kind-
ness, is a way to
honor those we
lost, a way to
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CRYPTOQUOTE fas
CLD KBCLXNGCH XM CLXED ALX
CDKYL GE XMCDT KT XQECKYUD
CXCLXED ALXAKTC CX UDKNT.

-- YGYDNX

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: WHAT YOU GET BY
ACHIEVING YOUR GOALS IS NOT AS IMPORTANT

AS WHAT YOU BECOME BY ACHIEVING YOUR

GOALS.
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One letterstands for another. Inthis sample, Ais used for
the three Ls, X for the two 0's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are
allhints. Each day the code letters are different.
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