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MICRO LOAN INSTALMENT

Flood victims
to get two
months to pay

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Microcredit Regulatory -
Authority (MRA) yesterday .
directed micro lenders not
to collect the loan instal-
ments for at least two
months from the victims of .
the 17 flood-hit districts.

In a circular sent to the
CEOQOs of all microcredit
organisations, the MRA
yesterday also asked them
to hand out fresh loans to
the flood victims and
reschedule their current
loans.

SEE PAGE 2 COL1 .

- FLOODWATER RECEDING

‘Waterborne diseases
NOW major concern

' STAR REPORT

- Waterborne diseases are spreading fast with

the flood water started receding in most of

. the flood-hit areas across the country.

People in many affected areas are still

" suffering from shortage of food and pure
- drinking water. Many even cannot collect
- grass and fodder for their cattle.

Cases of diarrhoea, fever, dysentery, sores

. on the skin, itches, and respiratory infec-
* tions have been recorded. Civil surgeons at
- different district hospitals said they

deployed medical teams in the affected

areas to make people aware about
waterborne diseases. People are also being
provided with bleaching powder and water
purifying tablets, they added.

Several hundred people have been
undergoing treatment at public hospitals
and upazila health complexes in Jamalpur,
Tangail, Kurigram, Lalmonirhat,
Gaibandha, Sirajganj and Manikganj,

"Many flood victims have been diag-
nosed with skin diseases. Besides, a large
number of people have been sick with diar-
rhoea or dysentery,” said Abdul Mannan,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Indian efforts on
for Teesta deal

Domestic consensus first, says Sushma

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India's External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj yesterday reiterated that
efforts were on for evolving a domestic consensus on signing the long-
awaited Teesta water-sharing deal with Bangladesh.

She said the constitution amendment bill, placed in Rajya Sabha, upper
House of parliament last year, for ratifying the land boundary agreement
with Bangladesh has been referred to parliamentary Standing Committee

and its report was awaited before the government takes a call.
Addressing her first press conference since taking over more than three

months ago, Swaraj said she had raised the issue of illegal migration from

Bangladesh when she met Hasina in Dhaka in June this year.
Swaraj also said the issue of extradition of Ulfa leader Anup Chetia was
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

8 days in jail
for no crime

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A man who was arrested and imprisoned for
eight days for a crime he did not commit was
released yesterday after the plaintiff told a
local court of his mistaken identity.

A CNG-run auto-rickshaw driver, Md
Jasim Uddin was freed from Chittagong
Central Jail following an order by Judge Md
Zakir Hossain of Women and Children
Repression Prevention Tribunal-2,

The court also sought an explanation at the
earliest from Md Shajahan, officer-in-charge
of Lohagara Police Station, on the arrest.

The police in a report handed to the court
admitted the mistake claiming that the
accused in a dowry case and the arrestee have

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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She is no housewife. She cannot afford to sit idle or do only the domestic chores. Asia Begum is a vendor selling
plastic products, mainly crockery, from door to door. Starting with only Tk 6,000 four years ago, she now earns Tk
300 to 400 a day. Asia says she and her rickshawpuller husband work out the running of the household and share

the responsibilities of the family. With two school going kids, the couple live in Keranigani.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Feroza Begum
critically ill

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The condition of legendary
Nazrul singer Feroza
Begum is critical. She is
now undergoing treatment
at Apollo Hospitals in
Dhaka.

Her heart and kidney are
not functioning well and
she is now undergoing
treatment at Intensive Care
Unit of the hospital, Shafin
Ahmed, son of the octoge-
narian legendary singer, told
The Daily Star last night.

An artificial pacemaker
was placed in her heart on

SEE PAGE 11 COL S5

CAUSE OF AUTISM
Brain itmjury in
womb the root?

MAIL ONLINE

Brain injury that
occurs in the womb
or early in a child's
growth could be the
root cause of autism
according to new
research.

A paper pub-
lished just last

month by Dr Samuel Wang, an associate profes-
sor of molecular biology and neuroscience at
Princeton University, argues that damage to the
cerebellum may contribute to autism spectrum
disorders (ASDs) and other neurodevelopmental

disorders later in life.

Move to revamp
Tejgaon area

Govt to prepare master plan to

turn it into industrial,

commercial, residential area

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think it was justified for
BNP to allege that militancy
had risen in the country during
the Awami League
government's tenure?

The cabinet yesterday decided to prepare a comprehensive
master plan to turn the entire Tejgaon industrial area into a
planned industrial, commercial and residential area.

The decision was taken at the weekly cabinet meeting
held at the Bangladesh Secretariat with Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

An inter-ministerial committee headed by the housing
and public works minister will prepare the master plan. It
will then be sent to the prime minister for approval.
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TODAY S5POLL

Do you think that the ruling
Awami League would be able to
meet its election pledge to
ensure 100 percent literacy by
this year?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

'\h www.thedailystar.net ,../

Briefing reporters after the meeting, Cabinet Secretary M

Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan said Tejgaon industrial area
was established on 500.20 acres of land in the 1950s which

now has 430 plots and sub-plots.

"The decision to transform it into an industrial, commer-
cial and residential area was taken following the demand by
some businessmen and elected representatives of the area,”

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

PRAYER TIMING

September 9

Maghrib 6-20  6-25

Esha 7-45 B-15
Source slamic Foundation _ bl Ll

Bands:
Obscure
Joler Gan

Stunt Group
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Nakshikatha
Najrul (D Rock Star)
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