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People reel
from flood |

Complain of inadequate relief

STAR REPORT

Although flood situation in 20 districts has improved in last
few days, thousands are still suffering due to shortage of
food, pure drinking water and other essentials.

Many of the victims of the flood-hit districts are yet to get
relief materials although the district administrations con-
cerned have already allocated money and rice for them.

However, the amount of relief materials being distrib-
uted is too scanty.

On an average, a flood victim has received only 1.69
kilograms of rice and Tk 3.16 in cash from the government
until September 3, according to a calculation based on the
data of the Department of Disaster Management (DDM).

A report uploaded by the DDM in its website says, total
29.35 lakh people of 6,21,595 families in 20 districts were
affected by the flood that started from mid-August.

The government allocated 7,550 tonnes of rice and Tk 1.56
crore to them, but the local administration managed to distrib-
ute only 4,950 tonnes of rice and Tk 92,82,500 to the victims.
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People try to catch fish in Arkatia of Dhunat in Bogra yesterday as the flooding there released fish from fish farms of the area.

CHEATED BY MANPOWER TOUTS

22 back from Sudan
with broken hearts

didn't pay them for their overtime
work and misbehaved with them
when they protested, he alleged.

The returnees are among the 58
Bangladeshis, who were forced to
work in a company owned by a
Turkish national and supervised by

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

“Al-Purbasha Enterprise, the
recruiting agency, took Tk 2.5 lakh
from each of us on average with the
promise of a monthly salary of Tk
32,000. But we each got only Tk 7,000
to 8,000 per month,” Anwar Hossain,
areturnee, told The Daily Star.

The company management also

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-two Bangladeshi workers
yesterday returned home empty-
handed from Sudan as a Bangladeshi
manpower recruiting agency allegedly
lured them into going abroad with

high-paying jobs.
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Bangladeshi workers arrive at Shahjalal International Airport yesterday. They were paid less than a quarter of their
promised salary in Sudan. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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across Saarc | YP fOT sale ONLINE POLL

TNN, New Delhi Do you agree with Human
MAIL ONLINE Rights Watch that the

In a bid to facilitate easy
movement of both passen-
ger and goods vehicles
across the Saarc countries
with a single permit, mem-
ber countries are likely to

Bangladesh government
should revoke the newly
formulated National
Broadcast Policy?

It was once used to imprison Robert the Bruce's son
before he was sent to the Tower of London.

And now Ogle Castle in Northumberland, one of
the oldest inhabited buildings in England, is up for

sale forjust £1.5million. ® Yes mmm— (88%)

finalise the draft terms and King David II of Scotland was locked up in the @ No = (12%)
conditions in the next two castle's Pele Tower after his defeat at Neville's Cross, TOTAL VOTES: 160
days. However, what may in County Durham, in 1346. ‘

come as a setback to this e Ty Ty TODAY 5 POLL
endeavour is the absence of Do you agree with Dr Kamal

Hossain that the
constitutional bill re-
empowering the Jatiya
Sangsad for impeachment of
Supreme Court judges would
harm the independence of
the judiciary?

any representative from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Maldives to the summit,
which is being held at
Neemrana in Rajasthan.

Sources said while the
first two countries had
earlier communicated their
inability to send represen-
tatives, Dhaka joined the
list lately. Bangladesh has
informed that no represen-
tative could be sent because
of some unavoidable rea-
son. Pakistan and
Bangladesh are the two
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Ogle Castle, one of the oldest inhabited buildings

in England, is now up for sale for just £1.5million. Maghrib 6-20
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PRAYERTIMING September?

N'GAN] 7-MURDER

Detained Rab
man attempts
suicide

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Rab member, arrested in
connection with the sensa-
tional seven-murder case in
Narayanganj, allegedly
attempted suicide inside
the district jail on Friday
night.
Lance Nayek Belal
Hossain was found with
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

LIVE SCIENCE

Despite being one of the poorest nations in
the world, Afghanistan may be sitting on
one of the richest troves of minerals in the
world, valued at nearly $1 trillion, top sci-
ence news website Live Science reports
quoting US scientists.

Afghanistan is loaded with minerals
deposited by the violent collision of the
Indian subcontinent with Asia. The US

$1tn rare minerals
found in Afghanistan

Geological Survey (USGS) began inspecting
what mineral resources Afghanistan had
after US-led forces drove the Taliban from
power in the country in 2004, As it turns out,
the Afghanistan Geological Survey staff had
kept Soviet geological maps and reports up
to 50 years old or more that hinted at a geo-

logical gold mine.
In 2006, US researchers flew airborne
missions to conduct magnetic, gravity and
SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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