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Uncared for,
patient takes
his life

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

He was begging for relief from the
excruciating pain in his stomach at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

His helpless family scuttled from
one ward to another, requesting on-
duty doctors and nurses at the crack
of dawn, but everyone asked them to
wait till morning.

When the morning came,
Nurnobi, the patient, and his family
members were still waiting on the
corridor of the haematology depart-
ment. But they did not get a doctor
to ease his pain till 9:00am.

Nurnobi perhaps found taking his
own life as the only way to get rid of
the anguish he had been through and
jumped to his death from the eighth

floor of the country's largest public

hospital around 9:45am yesterday.
"From the very beginning my

father did not get the treatment he

Rakibur Hasan, who went to buy a
ticket for his father's treatment just
moments ago.

should have got," said Nurnobi's son
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FLOOD IN 19 DISTRICTS
Farmers brace for

huge crop loss

STAR REPORT

PHOTO: STAR

Transplanted Aman (T-Aman) paddy and
other seasonal crops of over 150 thousands
hectares of land in 19 districts are about to
be damaged as these remain submerged by
floodwaters for around two weeks now.

If the crops are damaged, it would be a
huge economic setback for thousands of
farmers in those districts.

Apart from T-Aman, seedbeds of Aman
would also be destroyed if those remain
under water for around 10 days, according
to officials of Department of Agricultural
Extensions (DAE).

However, the DAE officials say, even if
the damage has been done, it would not
affect fulfilling of the crop-production
target for the year 2014-15 as the floods hit
the 19 districts in the beginning of the
Aman season.

If the submerged saplings are damaged,
affected farmers would be able to re-
cultivate Aman or other rice or vegetables
seeds once the floodwaters are gone, said
the DAE officials.

“Saplings of some Aman varieties can
survive even if it remains under water for
eight to 10 days. Hopefully a significant
portion of inundated crop lands would not
be ruined,” said Md. Abbas Ali, director

general of DAE.

Much to the despair of farmers, flood has damaged Aman paddy at Kalmati village in Lalmonirhat, a northern district in the Teesta river basin.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Mud, potholes all along

Digging, water-logging make Duaripara-Shialbari
road in Mirpur a commuters' nightmare

HELEMUL ALAM

Four people were lucky enough to
remain unhurt after one of the wheels
of an auto-rickshaw carrying them
came off hitting a large pothole on the
Duaripara-Shialbari road in Mirpur on
Tuesday.

But, Motizul Islam, the driver who

ROAD OF HORROR

uses the potholed 2-km road fre-
quently, had to spend Tk 4,000 to
repair the CNG-run vehicle.

"Since my auto-rickshaw was run-
ning slowly, it did not tip over," he
said, thanking God as the accident was

not serious.

The Duaripara-Shialbari road,
which is somehow connected to
almost all the major streets of the
capital, has been in a poor shape since
Wasa started to dig both sides of the
road to install water pipelines there in
January, said locals.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

The Duaripara-Shialbari road in Mirpur has been in extremely bad shape since the digging for utility lines began in

January.
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COUPLE MURDER

'Wife shot
thrice by
husband'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The owner of Afsar Group
of Industries Abdur Rouf
allegedly shot his wife
Roksana Parveen thrice
before killing himself at
their flat in the capital’s
Banani DOHS area, said
investigators and morgue
sources.

Two bullets pierced
through Roksana's body
while Rouf sustained one
bullet, morgue sources
said.

Police recovered the
bullet-hit bodies of the
couple from the flat on
Monday evening.

Nafiz Ahmed, the vic-
tims' son, yesterday filed an
unnatural death case with
Cantonment Police Station.

Rouf incurred a consid-
erable business loss and
was burdened with bank
loans. His family had
around 100 bighas of land
at Fatullah in Narayanganj
and a building in Gulshan
area. He wanted to sell
those to pay bank loans
worth around Tk 24 crore
but his family members did
not agree to his proposal,
family sources said.

He was going through
mental trauma following

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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1001bs turban
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Avtar Singh Mauni, from Punjab in India, is the
proud owner of the world's largest turban. The
devout Sikh's enormous headgear consists of no less
than 645 meters of fabric, weighing 100 pounds. It
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Do you agree with Dr Kamal Hossain
that the Judges' impeachment move
is not in the interest of the country
and its people?
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Do you think it would be justified for the
Election Commission not to scrutinise
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audit reports on annual income and
expenditures of political parties?

Second US journo
'beheaded by IS

THE HUFFINGTON POST

The militant Islamic State (IS)
group has released a video in which
it claims to have beheaded the
captured American journalist
Steven Sotloff, according to the
SITE Intelligence Group.

In the video, which lasts for just
under three minutes, IS murders
Sotloff and threatens the life of
David Haines, a British citizen.

The video is almost identical in its tone and contents to
the one which showed the beheading of James Foley,
another American journalist, two weeks ago. In that video,
militants threatened to murder Sotloff next if the US bomb-
ing of IS targets continued.

Sotloff, 31, was kidnapped in 2013 while reporting on
the bloody civil war in Syria. He had been a freelancer for
outlets such as Time magazine and Foreign Policy.

Recently, the New York Times ran a profile of Sotloff.
Friends of his told the paper that he was a "selfless,” "loyal”
and "caring" person.

Last week, his mother, Shirley, recorded a video intended
for IS. She pleaded with the group to be "merciful” towards
her son.

Steven Sotloff

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

JS condemns
Israel's Gaza

offensive

Adopts resolution
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad last night
unanimously adopted a
resolution condemning
recent Israeli offensive on
(Gaza strip and called upon
the world leaders to take
effective measures for the
formation of an independ-
ent Palestine state.

It also stated categorically
that Israel return all the
occupied lands in Gaza.

Taking part in the discus-
sion, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina wholeheartedly
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Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council
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E-mail: bmdc_mh@bangla.net
Website: www.bmdc.org.bd
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