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Hilsa shows up finally
after a long wait

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Hilsa fish has finally shown
up and is being netted in
plenty in coastal areas of
Patuakhali, Barguna and
Bhola districts, two months
after the start of the fishing
season.

Trawlers loaded with the
delicious fish are returning
from the Bay to the fish
landing stations in
Mohipur, Alipur under
Kalapara upazila,
Rangabali, Charmontaz,
Moudubi under Rangabali
upazila in Patuakhali dis-
trict and Pathorghata,
Amtali under Barguna
district, reports our
Patuakhali correspondent.

Fishermen and fish trad-
ers are upbeat as plenty of
hilsa is being netted in the
middle of the peak season.

Four-month-long hilsa
catching season begun on 1
July and it will continue till
31 October., From 1
November starts the ban
period of hilsa catching and
ends on 30 June, according
to district fisheries office.

Over 5000 fishing trawl-
ers in the two coastal dis-
tricts of Patuakhali and
Barguna sailed for deep sea
to catch hilsa after the end of
ban order on 30 June.

But from the beginning
of the season the fishermen
netted a very poor amount
of hilsa. Since 1 September
plenty of hilsa started to be
netted, making the local
fishermen and fish traders
much satisfied.

Since 30 August, over 400
tones of hilsa used to come a
day from the Bay to the fish
landing stations, fishing
trawler owners and fish
traders in Patuakhali and

Barguna districts said. But
for the last two months, the
fishermen got only 20-50
tons of fish daily, they
added.

FB Mayer Doa, a fishing
trawler that anchored at
Mohipur fish landing station
at night on Monday from the
Bay, sold hilsa worth Tk 1.50
lakh while FB Jafar, another
trawler, sold Tk 1.30 lakh fish
on the same day, Fazlu Gazi,
president of Fish Traders
Association in Mohipur said.

Hilsa prices are also
decreasing in the local mar-
kets. The prices of the fish in
wholesale markets in
Patuakhali now range from
Tk 400 to 800 per kg,
depending on sizes. This
correspondent, who visited
some local fish markets on
Tuesday, saw hilsa each

weighing over 1 kg are being
sold at Tk 27,000 to 32,000
per mound. Only one
month ago those were sold
at Tk 30,000 to 35,000 a
maund, traders said.

In Bhola, about two lakh
fishermen are now passing
busy hours as they are get-
ting plenty of hilsa in the
last 2/3 days, reports our
correspondent.

There are 67 fish landing
stations in the district listed
by the district fishery depart-
ment while around 90 thou-
sand fishermen live on
fishing.

After a long wait, the
fishermen are netting a huge
quantity of hilsa in Meghna,
Tentulia and in Bay, said
local traders.

While visiting Kararhat,
Tulatoli, Bholakhal, Hetnar

PHOTOD: STAR
Hilsa sellers are all smiles as the popular fish sees good catches in the coastal areas

lately. The photo was taken from Alipur fish landing station in Kalapara upazila under
Patuakhali district yesterday.

Haat and Nasir Majhi fish
landing stations of Bhola
Sadar on Monday morning,
this correspondent found a
large a number of fishermen
and traders busy taking the
fish to wholesale markets.

Md. Ershad, president of
Small Fishermen
Association of Bhola, said
catching of fishes of good
size and weight has made
them happy.

Ripon Hawlader, a fish
merchant at Tulatoli, said he
heard from wholesalers at
Biswa Road Ghat, Daser
Haat Ghat that a good quan-
tity of hilsa was being caught
from the Meghna.

Pritish Kumar Mullik,
District Fisheries Office in
Bhola, said hilsa catching
had gone up 10 times in the
last 5 days.

A charge

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Several hundred villagers of
Birganj upazila yesterday
formed a human chain,
demanding arrest of a
school teacher who alleg-
edly raped a Class Eight girl
on July 10 and threatened to
upload the rape scene on the
internet if the victim dis-
closed the matter,

The villagers also gave a

that brings shame on teachers

24-hour ultimatum to arrest
the rapist and threatened to
go on a greater movement if
he was not brought to jus-
tice within that time.

They also besieged
Amena Karim Memorial
Girls' High School at
Golapganj village yesterday
as the school authorities
barred the students from
joining the human chain.

Later, police dispersed the
protesters and forced the

students to go back to their
classes.

The accused was identi-
fied as Ranjit Roy, 48, an
assistant teacher of the girls'
school.

At the human chain,
local people alleged that
the teacher told the 14-
year-old girl to collect exam-
ination suggestions on July
10 morning. Later, Ranjit
took her to Bhogdoma
village, around four kilo-
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metre away from her home,
and allegedly raped her at a
house there.

The culprit also videoed
the rape scene by a mobile
phone and threatened to
upload it on the internet if
she informed it to police
and media, the victim told
this correspondent.

The girl filed a com-
plaint with the headmaster
of the school on August 18.
Her mother also informed
the matter to Md. Aminul
[slam, chairman of Birganj
Upazila Parishad, but they
are yet to take any step in
this regard.

However, the chairman
declined to make any com-
ments over the incident but
said that some Jamaat-
Shibir men were inciting the
locals.

“We went several times to
Birganj police station but
police repeatedly declined
to record our case”, added
the victim's mother.

Later on August 24, she
filed a rape case with Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court,
accusing five people, includ-
ing Ranjit Chandra Roy.,

Contacted, AKM Shawkat
Hossain, OC of Birganj police
station, said that nobody
came to the police station to
lodge any complaint.

Krishna Chandra, the
headmaster of the school,
said that the accused teacher
had already been suspended
on August 23,

The correspondent could
not reach Ranjit Chandra
Roy as his cell phone found
switched off, despite
repeated attempts.

1. Boat Driver

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.bd.undp.org/content/bangladesh/en/home/operations/jobs. Hard copy of the TOR can be
collected from UNDP-CHTDF Offices of Dhaka, Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban. Applications
should be submitted no later than September 18, 2014.

“"Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Submitted documents will not be returned to the applicants"
"Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply”

Vacancy Announcement

Promotion of Development and Confidence Building

in the Chittagong Hill Tracts

performance and availability of Funds.

- 1 position

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces vacancy for the following position
for "Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility" under "Service Contract" modality. The duration of the
contract is upto September 30, 2015 initially and subject to renewal on an annual basis upon satisfactory
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Man dies as son fails to get
job despite Tk 4 lakh bribe

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A railway employee died of heart attack at
his Storepara residence in the town yester-
day allegedly after hearing that his son did
not get the assured job even after giving Tk
4 lakh as bribe to a leader of Railway
Sramik League for the purpose.

The deceased, Idris Ali, 48, was a class
four employee in Railway Divisional Signal
and Telecommunication Engineering

office in Lalmonirhat.

"My husband gave Tk 4 lakh to a Railway
Sramik League leader, also a recently
retired official of railway, upon assurance
of giving our elder son Saiful Islam a class
four job two years ago. He had a heart
attack, when the Sramik League leader told
him over mobile phone this morning that
our son did not get the job," said Idris Ali's

wife Ayesha Begum,

"We will lodge compliant against the
bribe taker with the police station after
burial of the deceased,” she said.

Saiful Islam said, "The Railway Sramik

League leader took the bribe, giving full
assurance about my job in the railway
department. He has taken a huge amount
of money from many other people in the
name of giving railway job."

Saiful's younger brothers Nazrul Islam,
Shipon Islam and Ripon Islam lamented
that they lost their father due to the negli-
gence of the bribe taker.

The same Sramik League leader is
involved in recruitment business in the
railway for long and he has already taken a
huge amount of bribe money from at least
200 people in the name of giving them
railway job, said another leader of railway
Sramik League in Lalmonirhat, on condi-
tion of anonymity.

All the things will come to light if proper
investigation is done, he said.

DN Majumdar, divisional manager in

Lalmonirhat Railway Division under the
West Zone, said, "I am unaware about the
bribery. I will investigate the matter if any
written complaint is lodged with my office."

41 BNP, Jamaat leaders

FROM PAGE 1
other accused assembled
unlawfully in front of the
BNP's Naya Paltan office in
the capital on March 6, last
year. They then vandalized a
private car and set it ablaze,
"The police tried to pacify
them. But they threw crude
bombs and brickbats at police-
men in an attempt to kill
them," the charge sheet says.
Packed with leaders and
activists of the BNP-led 20-
party alliance and their
counsels, the court ruled
that the trial of the case
would begin on October 12.
In the last two months,
more than 400 leaders and
activists of the opposition
alliance have been charged
in seven cases with damag-
ing and torching vehicles,
assaulting police, prevent-
ing the law enforcement
agencies from discharging
their duties and blasting

crude bombs.

All the cases were filed
between 2012 and 2013, ata
time when the opposition
was waging street agitation
to force the then Awami
League-led government to
reintroduce non-partisan
election-time government.

The other senior leaders
of the alliance, who were
indicted in the cases,
include BNP leaders
Abdullah Al Noman,
Amanullah Aman,
Barkatullah Bulu, Moazzem
Hossain Alal, Habibun Nabi
Khan Sohel and Shahid
Uddin Chowdhury Annee
and Jamaat leaders Shafiqul
Islam Masud and Shafiqur
Rahman.

Earlier in the day, the
same court held a brief
hearing on another case
against BNP acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir and 22 other BNP

and Jamaat men.

Besides Fakhrul, BNP
leaders Abbas, Gayeshwar,
Noman, Aman, Bulu and
Alal in the case are accused
of damaging and torching
vehicles, assaulting police,
and blasting crude bombs at
Shahjahanpur on March 2
last year.

The accused vyesterday
filed a petition seeking time
to prepare for the hearing of
the case filed with
Shahjahanpur Police
Station.

The court accepted their
prayers and fixed October 2
to resume the hearing.

Meanwhile, Fakhrul and
25 other BNP and Jamaat
men are scheduled to
appear today before the
same court as it will hold the
hearing on the charge fram-
ing in another case filed on
March 2, last year with
Paltan Police Station.

1001bs turban

FROM PAGE 16

took him a staggering 16
years to assemble, and he
needs to spend six hours just
to put it on. And you thought
you had problems getting
ready in the morning!

The 60-year-old is rather
proud of his unusual, multi-
colored turban; he declared
that he will continue to wear
it until he has no strength
left in his limbs to carry it. “I
don't consider it a burden.
I'm most happy when [ wear
it,” he explained.

In fact, Avtar Singh is so
used to the turban that he

finds it odd when he isn't
wearing it. “On the rare
times I don't have my turban
on, [ keep getting this feeling
of being incomplete, that
some part of me is missing,”
he said. "I get afraid that I
may fall and I keep wonder-
ing 'have I lost something,
where is my turban?'"

Most people who follow
Sikhism wear turbans, but of
a more manageable length —
between 5 and 7 meters. But
Avtar Singh chose to take his
turban, quite literally, to
new lengths. He wanted to
break the world record for

the longest turban - 400
meters, belonging to Major
Singh - so he took the
length up in stages.

“1 just keep putting on the
cloth from top to bottom one
layer at a time just like you
would lay the storeys of a
building,” he said. According
to Avtar Singh, the purple and
orange fabric alone weighs 66
pounds, while the decorative
ornaments make up the
remaining 30-odd pounds.
Apart from the turban, he also
carries a sword and dons
heavy bangles weighing an
additional 87 pounds.

Ahnaf Khan Hililad |
Dhaka kid
rescued in

Cox's Bazar,
one held

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

A two and a half years old
child, kidnapped from the
capital on August 29, was
rescued by members of the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
from a hotel in Cox's Bazar
town on Monday night.

The victim is Ahnaf Khan
Ninad, son of Amir Khan of
Tikkapara area in
Mohammadpur. The elite
force arrested the alleged
kidnapper and two women
from the hotel.

Rab-7 Commander Mirza
Mostafa Kamal quoted
victim's family as saying that
Ninad along with his aunt
Jannat came to a shop in
Tikkapara area at around
9:30pm on August 29. At
that time, Md Kutubuddin,
who was well acquainted
with Jannat, came there and
tactfully picked up Ninad
from the spot.

Failing to find Ninad in
the area, Jannat filed a gen-
eral diary (GD) with
Mohammadpur Police
Station the same night.

Alleged kidnapper
Kutubuddin, who hails
from Ramu upazila of Cox's
Bazar, phoned Jannat the
following day and
demanded Tk 5 lakh to
Ninad's family as ransom
for his release.

As Rab came to know that
Jannat and the abductor
reached an agreement over
Tk one lakh for release of
Ninad, a team of the elite
force arrested Kutubuddin
while he was receiving the
money from a bKash agent's
shop in Cox's Bazar town on
Monday night.

On his confessional
statement, Rab personnel
rescued Ninad from Sea
Land Hotel in the town at
around 9:00pm. They also
arrested two aides to
Kutubuddin from there. The
arrestees are Yasmin Akhter,
14, and Nilu Akhter, 18.
Both are from Lohagara
upazila of Chittagong.
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