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The mother of Nurnobi, the patient who died after jumping off the eighth floor of the DMCH yesterday, mourns

near the hospital's morgue.

Uncared for, patient takes his life

FROM PAGE 16

It all started around one and a half
months ago when Nurnobi, aged
around 40, had felt extreme stom-
ach ache with fever while in Bahrain
where he had gone around three
years ago. Before that, Nurnobi,
who hailed from Lakshmipur, also
worked in Saudi Arabia for more
than 16 years.

Rakibur said his father went to a
hospital where doctors said he had a
tumour in his abdomen and
required a surgery.

But instead of allowing him
treatment, the company where
Nurnobi used to work sent him back
home on August 15. On his return,
he went straight to the DMCH and
was admitted to the medicine ward,
his son said.

Doctors diagnosed him with
anaemia and referred him to the
haematology department on August
26. "But they [haematology depart-
ment]| told us no seat was available
and asked us to come after a few
days," Rakibur told The Daily Star.

Then they had taken his father
home and got him checked by sev-

eral physicians including kabiraj
(herbal medicine practitioner), but
his health did notimprove.

Nurnobi's stomach ache
increased on Monday night and his
family took him to the DMCH
around 3:00am.

"When we took him to the eighth
floor [haematology department],
there was no doctor or nurse. We
found a doctor at the kidney ward,
but he told us to meet him at the
haematology department in the
morning," Rakibur said.

By that time, his pain intensified
and his family members went to the
medicine department for help, said
Nurnobi's brother Sharif.

But medicine department staff
told them they had nothing to do as
he was a cancer patient. They sug-
gested seeing doctors of the haema-
tology department in the morning,
Sharif said.

"Both Rakibur and 1 went to
different wards, but everyone asked
us to wait till morning."

Nurnobi spent the night writhing
in pain on the corridor of the eighth
floor. "My father was restless and

extremely depressed for not getting
any treatment," said Rakibur,

As there was no sign of relief from
the pain, Nurnobi went to toilet and
his wife gave him a bath at the
restroom. "He [Nurnobi] was stand-
ing at the balcony of the floor and
all of a sudden jumped off," said
Nurnobi's wife Kusum Begum, who
was just a few wards away cleaning
clothes.

"In the morning he was telling
me frequently that 'no-one will treat
me, I will die untreated,'" she said.

A duty nurse at the haematology
department said there were doctors
and nurses at the department, but
they could not treat him, as he was
not an admitted patient.

The department has only 10 beds
for male patients, insiders said,
adding that patients get admitted to
this ward only in the morning.

Dr Mashiur Rahman, DMCH
deputy director, said they received
complaints from the victim's family
and were looking into the matter.

"We will find out if there was any
negligence, " he told The Daily Star.

Arms cache found
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forest in Chunarughat upazila,
bordering the Indian state of
Tripura, said Mufti Mahmud Khan,
director, Legal and Media Wing of
the Rab.

He was briefing journalists at the
office of Crime Prevention
Company (CPC) -2 of Rab-9 in
Srimangal upazila of Moulvibazar
at 12:30pm following the haul. This
is the third such haul in three
months from the same forest,

The elite force, however, could
not make any arrest in any of the
three incidents.

Yesterday, the arms and ammuni-
tion were found in two containers
hidden in two holes deep inside the
forest, the Rab official said.

"We found the arms and ammu-
nition this morning. But our intelli-
gence team was on the hunt since
August 29.”

Replying to a query, the Rab
official said they were yet to ascer-
tain who had stored the arms and
ammunition there. “It will be
known after examining intelligence
information.”

He added that they would con-
tinue their search inside the forest

and adjacent areas for more armes.
Around 4:30pm, a Rab team led

by Squadron Leader ANA Musabbir,
the CPC-2 commander who spear-
headed the recovery operation, took
some 10 journalists to one of the
two spots inside the forest. A corre-
spondent of The Daily Star was in
the team.

The team rode on a minibus from
Srimangal via Chunarughat and got
off around 300 yards from the main
gate of the reserve forest. From there,
it took 35 minutes on foot along a
trail by a dried chhara (long and
narrow water-body) to reach the
first spot.

It was a hillock. The Rab officer
pointed to a spot there and said an
eight feet deep and six feet wide hole
was there and inside it was a part of
the haul. The hole was filled up after
the recovery.

The Daily Star correspondent
found some loose soil in a circle
indicating that there had indeed
been a hole at the spot.

The Rab men, however, did not
take the journalist to the other spot
due to “time constraint”. The spot
was some 15 minutes' walk from
there, according to the Rab official.

“An organised gang might have
stored the arms, " said Musabbir,

Recently, the Rab has made sev-
eral arms busts from Satchhari

forest, which the law enforcers say is
used as a route for smuggling arms
by Indian separatist outfits.

On June 3, the Rab recovered 184
rocket shells (40mm) and 153
charges from a bunker inside the
forest, some 130km off the capital.

Six days later, 633 rounds of
7.62mm bullets, 54 rounds of
12.54mm bullets and a 37-inch
long barrel of a machinegun were
recovered from the forest.

Amulya Kumar Chowdhury,
officer-in-charge of Chunarughat
Police Station and the investigation
officer of the cases filed in connec-
tion with the two hauls, said he had
made “some progress’ into the
investigation but declined to give
details.

On June 27, 2003, a truckload of
ammunition was recovered in
Bogra. Investigators had said they
found links of militant National
Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT)
and separatist United Liberation
Front of Asom (Ulfa) with the recov-
ered ammunition,

Bangladesh Rifles (now Border
Guard Bangladesh) arrested two
Indians with a modern Chinese
rifle, a gun, a compass and a wireless
radio set in Satchhari forest four
days later.

4 secys guilty

FROM PAGE 1

Commission's recommendation.
The ministry will go tough on them
if found guilty.”

Of the five, Niaz Uddin, Amir
Hossain, Masud Siddiqui and Abul
Kashem took the certificates
towards the end of their service
period late last year. Molla
Waheeduzzaman took it after retir-
ing as secretary of the Prime
Minister's Office, sources said.

Siddiqui was made an Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) on August 18. A
government probe body has
recently accused him of purchasing
subpar crests awarded to foreign
friends for their contributions to the
1971 Liberation War.

According to the papers submit-
ted by Waheeduzzaman, he was 16
years old at the time of the war. The
others were below 16, commission
sources said.

On August 10, the public admin-
istration ministry decided to take
action under criminal law against
those who obtained freedom fight-
ers' certificates by faking documents
to extend their service tenure.

It also decided to cancel the addi-
tional benefits of those who did not
declare themselves as freedom
fighters when they joined the ser-
vice.

None of these five in question
declared themselves as freedom
fighters when they entered govern-
ment service, according to the ACC
SOUrces.

The government has revoked
freedom fighters' certificates of 182
government officials so far this year,
as they obtained those through
cheating.

The ministry is now investigating
300 more government employees
and about 5,000 people from differ-
ent professions who allegedly
obtained the certificates by faking
documents in the last few years.

In November 2012, the Awami
League-led government extended
the retirement age of freedom fight-
ers from 59 years to 60. Earlier in
April 2010, their retirement age was
extended by two years from 57.

After the decision, many public
servants fraudulently took freedom
fighters' certificates to extend their
service tenure.

Following the 2012 extension,
the number of freedom fighters in
government services stood at
around 11,000. Of them, those in
the final years of their service now
were at best 15 or 16 years old dur-
ing the Liberation War.

Over the past five years, some
11,150 people from ditferent profes-

sions got freedom fighters' certifi-
cates, sources said.

At present, there are some 2.12

lakh freedom fighters. The number
was 1.98 lakh in the 2002 gazette
published during the period of
BNP-Jamaat rule,

Afghan turmoil
threatens NATO's
'mission
accomplished' plans

REUTERS, Brussels/Kabul

NATO will declare "mission
accomplished" this week as it
winds down more than a decade
of operations in Afghanistan but
departing combat troops look
likely to leave behind political
turmoil and an emboldened insurgency:

The embattled country is also
suffering a sharp economic slow-
down.

NATO had hoped its summit in
Wales on Thursday and Friday
would herald a smooth handover
of security at the end of this year
from the NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to
Afghan forces. It then plans to cut
back its role to a smaller mission
to train and advise Afghan troops.
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Ghulam Azam
moved to CCU

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former Jamaat-e-Islami chief
Ghulam Azam was shifted to the
Coronary Care Unit (CCU) of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University after he com-
plained of respiratory complica-
tions yesterday.

Azam, serving a 90-year jail
sentence for war crimes committed
during the Liberation War, has
been kept at the prison cell of the
same hospital since January 11,
2012, the day he was arrested.

He was taken to the CCU
around 10:30am, BSMMU Director
(Hospital) Brig Gen (retd) Abdul
Majid Bhuiyan told The Daily Star.

“Though he is now under the
observation of doctors, his physical
condition is stable,” he said.

A seven-member medical team
has been formed since symptom of
pneumonia was detected in his left
lung and the board will examine
the 92-year-old this morning,
Majid added.

Ghulam Azam's son Abdullahil
Aman Azmi, who was with his
father, told The Daily Star around
6:30pm yesterday that the condi-
tion of his father was better than
what it was in the morning.

On July 15 last year, the
International Crimes Tribunal-1
sentenced Azam to 90 years in
prison for masterminding crimes
against humanity, genocide and
other wartime offences in 1971,
The court said Azam deserved the
gallows but he was given prison
terms due to his old age.

Both the government and the
convict challenged the tribunal
verdict, which is now pending
before the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court.

Convicted war criminal Abdul
Alim died of cancer at the BSMMU
on Saturday. He too was kept at
the BSMMLU prison cell since his
conviction on October 9 last year.
Alim was buried at his family
graveyard in Joypurhat on Monday.

Hong Kong
pro-democracy
group admits
likely defeat

AFP, Hong Keng

Organisers of a pro-democracy
group who vowed to take over
Hong Kong's streets admitted
yesterday they were powerless to
change China's plan to vet candi-
dates for the city's next leader, but
said their protest would go ahead.

The admission came after activ-
ist leaders promised a new "era of
civil disobedience" in front of
thousands of supporters at a
Sunday rally after Beijing crushed
hopes for full democracy.

"We have to admit the fact that
up to this point it is quite unrealis-
tic to think that our action will
change the decision made by
Beijing," Occupy Central co-
founder Chan Kin-Man told AFP.

"The first function about talking
about Occupy Central is to create
pressure for compromise and
negotiation. Now I believe we have
already reached the end point in
terms of the democratic change in
the system," Chan said.

He also said the movement could
end if the city's legislature vetoes the
proposed electoral changes.

However Chan said direct
action was still planned, mobilis-
ing thousands of people to block
major thoroughfares in the finan-
cial district of Central to protect
the city's "core values" and "exist-
ing rights and liberties".

Second US journo
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IS is believed to be holding several
more journalists in captivity.

The new video was greeted with
instant international condemna-
tion.

The White House press secre-
tary, Josh Earnest, was in the mid-
dle of his daily briefing with jour-
nalists when the news broke. He
said that the Obama administra-
tion would work to confirm the
authenticity of the video, adding,
"Our thoughts and prayers are
with Mr Sotloff and Mr Sotloff's
family.”

British Prime Minister David
Cameron called the beheading of
Foley "an absolutely disgusting,
despicable act.”

Wife shot
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the dispute over selling the land
and from the pressure of the loans.
Rouf even hinted to his family
members of committing suicide
four days ago, said inspector Saiful
of Cantonment Police Station.
Whether Rouf was behind the
murder-suicide or some criminals
did this would be clear after getting
the autopsy reports and the reports
on evidences collected by the crimi-
nal investigation department of
police, added the inspector.

HOME SECY-LEVEL TALKS

Dhaka sends Delhi
list of criminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka has handed Delhi a list of criminals it
wants back. The list includes Nur Hossain,
the alleged mastermind behind the
Narayanganj seven-murder.

The issue will be discussed today at the
three-day long home secretary-level talks
that began yesterday, said Additional Home
Secretary Kamal Uddin Ahmed, adding that
India wanted Anup Chetia, leader of India's
separatist outfit United Liberation Front of
Asom, who is currently behind bars in
Bangladesh.

"At the Joint Working Group meeting, we
have fixed several important issues, includ-
ing halting border killings, deportation of
sentenced prisoners, drug and arms traffick-
ing for discussion tomorrow," he said com-
ing out of the JWG meeting at Hotel
Sonargaon in the capital.

Under Transfer of Sentenced Prisoner
(TSP) treaty between Bangladesh and India,
the government will bring back 32
Bangladeshi nationals serving sentences in

Indian jails, while India will take back their
12 such nationals.

He added that 8§79 Indian nationals are
currently severing time in Bangladesh.

Regarding Indian separatists’ alleged
hideouts in Bangladesh, he said India will
raise the issue, but Bangladesh does not
allow any such elements to use its land.

His Indian counterpart stressed the need
for checking fake Indian currencies, he said
adding that Indian fake currencies are not
produced in Bangladesh but they are used
for trafficking.

The additional home secretary said both
Bangladesh and India have agreed to open
another immigration point at
Banglabandha-Fulbaria.

In efforts to halt border killings, Dhaka will
request Delhi to hand over those who would
be caught trespassing on Indian soil, he said.

Kamal Uddin led a 12-member
Bangladeshi delegation while Shambhu
Singh, joint secretary of Indian home minis-
try, led a 13-member delegation.

At the secretary-level talks today in
Dhaka, Senior Home Secretary Mozammel
Haque Khan is likely to lead a 13-member
Bangladesh delegation and his counterpart
Anil Goswami a 16-member delegation.

Only army gets back

FROM PAGE 1

suffer in tailbacks, they don't" mentioned
some other influential quarters also
doing the same, only the army responded
toit.

In the press release, the Army
Headquarters said it would take appropriate
steps against such malpractices.

“Being a disciplined force, Bangladesh
Army is always respectful to the laws of
the country. As such, Army Headquarters
assures to undertake due measures
against such anomalies,” said the press
release.

The Daily Star report showed how minis-
ters, lawmakers, police personnel, ruling
party leaders and journalists flout traffic
rules at will.

Shortly after the news was posted on The
Daily Star's Facebook page yesterday, it
received a huge response from the users. In
less than four hours, the post was shared on
the social media platform more than 100
times.

Several users regretted that those who
themselves are supposed to ensure law
enforcement "turned law breakers", and
called for a change. "If the ordinary people
are ready to wait in the queue, why should-
n't the influentials comply with the rules?” a
user commented.

Even yesterday, many vehicles used by
people of different influential sections of
the society were found indiscriminately
breaking traffic rules on city streets.

Alone, she turns
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bighas of land and over 10,000 poultry
alongside being the employer of seven
persons.

Her efforts and achievements got recog-
nised, firstly by the district livestock office in
1993 and 2003 which gave her certificates
and monetary awards and then by the fish-
eries department in 2010. She was even
shortlisted for the Bangabandhu Jatiya
Krishi Puraskarin 2011.

At present, two of her children are com-
pleting MBA at Rajshahi University, another
has graduated from Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology while the youngest

is in class eight, a testament to the fact that
she had impressively juggled her business
and family affairs simultaneously.

Meanwhile, Nazia has not stopped at just
learning eco-friendly farming. She is dis-
seminating her skills free of cost among the
locals through a centre in the courtyard of
her home, giving it a name which translates
as "rural crop clinic”,

She sees her “clinic” as a beacon of hope
for others who are striving to make ends
meet, to be an inspiration for others so that
they can take the same decision as hers to
venture out, a decision that changed her life
forever.,

CEDAW day calling
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against women as "...any distinction, exclu-
sion or restriction made on the basis of sex
which has the effect or purpose of impairing
or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise by women, irrespective of their

marital status, on a basis of equality of men
and women, of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms in the political, economic,
social, cultural, civil or any other field."
CEDAW Day calls for action to stop vio-
lence against women and girls across the globe.

]S condemns
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supported a resolution tabled by Awami
League MP Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim and
criticised Israel and the USA and other coun-
tries that are supporting the Jewish state in
their atrocities on the Palestinians.

Expressing Bangladesh's support to
Palestine's struggle for an independent
state, Hasina said Bangladesh will always
stay beside the Palestinians no matter what
the other countries do.

She said the Israeli brutality on the inno-
cent Gaza people, especially women and
children, cannot be tolerated. “Those who
have committed such crimes must be tried.”

For the victims of Israel atrocities, her
government will do everything necessary,
including sending emergency aid.

After over two and a half hours of discus-
sion of 23 lawmakers, the House passed the
resolution on voice votes.

Nearly 2,101 people, including women
and children, were killed and thousands
more injured in the eight-weeks-long Israeli

offensive that began on July 8.

In her speech, Hasina said Israel must
return the occupied lands and recognise an
independent Palestine state.

Lambasting the US and the UN, Hasina
said, "They phoned us when we moved to
execute the order of International Crimes
Tribunal that awarded capital punishment
toawarcriminal”.

“The US secretary of state telephoned me
when we moved to punish the man
involved in crimes against humanity.”

"The USA used to raise a hue and cry even
if any petty incident or a killing took place in
our country. They sent so many letters to us.
But why are they silent now? Where is their
humanity? Why the world leaders are silent
now?" she went on.

Participating in the discussion, lawmak-
ers praised the premier for her bold stance
against the Israeli offensive but criticised the
BNP and its chief Khaleda Zia for their
delayed reaction in this regard.
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